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The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into,  and  ascertain  in  what 
manner  the  Superintendent  of  Motive  Power,  those  under  him,  and 
others,  have,  during  the  last  year  managed  the  Columbia  and  Phila¬ 
delphia  railroad, 

REPORT: 

That  on  the  ISth  day  of  February  last,  they,  in  the  discharge  of 
the  task  assigned  them,  proceeded  to  Columbia,  where,  after  examin¬ 
ing  several  witnesses,  the  following  resolution  was  offered  and  adopt¬ 
ed,  and  a  copy  thereof  served  on  James  Cameron,  Esq.  Superintendent 
of  Motive  Power  on  said  road,  viz: 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Motive  Power  on  the  Co¬ 
lumbia  and  Philadelphia  railroad  be  required  to  furnish  the  committee 
a  statement,  showing  the  amount  of  money  received  by  him  each 
month  from  the  State  during  the  time  he  has  been  in  office;  also  the 
amount  paid  each  month  to  contractors,  agents,  engineers,  workmen, 
and  others,  for  services  and  materials,  with  the  nature  thereof,  and  the 
names  of  each  person  to  whom  such  payments  were  made;  also  the 
amount  yet  due,  if  any,  to  contractors,  agents,  engineers,  workmen, 
and  others,  for  services  or  materials:  how  long  said  debts  have  been 
due  and  unpaid,  specifying  the  nature  and  amount  of  each  debt,  and 
the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  same  are  due.” 

To  which,  after  taking  ample  time  to  prepare  an  accurate  statement 
agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  the  document  marked  (G.) 
was  delivered ;  and  how  far  it  is  an  answer  to  the  inquiries,  is  for  the 
public  to  judge. 

In  discharging  their  arduous  labors,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  avoid  manifesting  any  feeling  either  way,  and  to  give  but  a 
simple  narrative  of  the  facts  established  by  the  evidence,  without  any 
kind  of  coloring.  Before  entering  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  they 
think  it  would  not  be  presumptuous  in  them,  to  give  it  as  their  opin¬ 
ion,  that  the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Motive  Power  is  a  highly  im¬ 
portant  station,  for  which  the  very  best  of  men  should  be  selected. — 
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This  officer  has  an  extensive  control  over  the  lives  and  property  of  his 
fellow  citizens;  and  for  this  reason,  it  is  thought  it  should  be  filled  by 
none  except  such  as  are  exemplary  in  their  conduct,  and  possessed  of 
equanimity  of  temper.  He  should  always  act  with  cool  deliberation, 
and  constantly  aim  to  keep  in  view  the  aphorism  of  the  wise  man, 
which  declares  that  “  a  soft  answer  turneth  away  wrath,  but  grievous 
words  stir  up  anger.” 

Thus  much  by  way  of  introduction.  From  Columbia,' in  prosecut¬ 
ing  their  investigation,  the  committee  proceeded  slowly  by  way  of  the 
railroad  to  Philadelphia,  stopping  at  Lancaster,  Parkesburg,  Down- 
ingtown  and  Paoli ;  at  most  of  which  places  they  made  preparations 
for  taking  testimony  on  their  return.  At  Parkesburg,  they  remained 
several  hours,  during  which  time  they  were  engaged  in  inspecting  the 
shop  and  public  property  there.  This  is  considered  an  eligible  situa¬ 
tion  for  the  shop — better  than  to  have  it  in  a  large  town  or  city. 
There  are  not  so  many  inducements  to  divert  the  attention  of  the 
hands,  as  would  be,  where  the  population  is  more  dense.  The 
building  is  quite  capacious,  affording  sufficient  room  for  all  that  is 
needful  for  the  State  to  have,  in  keeping  up  her  Motive  Power.  At 
the  time  they  were  at  said  place,  every  thing,  so  far  as  they  could 
judge,  was  in  good  condition.  In  support  of  this  view,  the  report  of 
Jno.  C.  Stocker,  Esq.,  an  engineer  of  respectable  attainments,  is  re¬ 
ferred  to.  It  would  be  no  more  than  an  act  of  justice  for  the  commit¬ 
tee  here  to  mention,  that  a  gentleman  named  Jones,  a  distinguished 
machinist,  had  been  employed  as  foreman  in  the  shop  about  two 
weeks  before  their  arrival.  To  his  skill  and  industry  the  state  of 
affairs  at  this  place,  it  is  thought,  is  fairly  attributable;  and  had  he 
been  in  his  present  post,  through  the  early  part  of  the  winter,  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  there  would  have  been  no  complaints.  For  the  sentiments  here 
expressed,  in  regard  to  his  qualifications,  see  the  evidence  of  Messrs. 
Norris  and  Eastwick.  And  while  they  are  willing  to  concede  to  the 
master  machinist,  Mr.  Boone,  the  reputation  of  an  honest  man  and  a 
good  citizen,  they  regret  to  say,  that  they  are  unable  to  commend  his 
qualifications  for  his  present  situation.  It  will  be  perceived  by  the 
testimony  of  Messrs.  Norris,  Eastwick  and  Brant,  all  men  of  celeb¬ 
rity  for  mechanical  skill,  that  his  reputation  in  that  line,  is  but  tolera¬ 
ble.  To  this  it  is  thought  many  of  the  imperfections  in  the  Motive 
Power  might  fairly  be  traced.  There  was  no  data  given,  nor  indeed 
asked  for,  by  which  the  average  number  of  hands  employed  at  this 
point,  during  the  past  year,  could  be  ascertained.  But  from  the  re¬ 
turn  made  for  five  consecutive  months,  they  averaged  about  thirty- 
three,  which  is  considered  a  force  commensurate  with  the  services 
sought  for.  indeed  it  seems  more  like  too  many,  than  too  few.  The 
average  number  in  the  year  terminating  on  the  1st  November,  A.  D. 
1838,  was  20  L  While  on  the  subject  of  the  hands,  it  is  thought  that 
if  an  expression  of  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  there  are  too  great  a 
number  in  the  employ  of  the  Commonwealth,  could  properly  be  given, 
with  the  imperfect  information  received  on  that  question,  at  all  points, 
except  from  the  Schuylkill  plane  to  Philadelphia,  it  would  be  in  the 
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affirmative.  From  the  plane  to  the  city,  a  distance  of  about  3^  miles, 
it  was  ascertained  that  there  are  at  least  fifty-one.  Flow  many  more 
there  are,  could  not  be  discovered.  The  facilities  for  collecting  facts 
of  this  sort  were  not  great.  They  had  to  be  obtained  under  all  the 
disadvantages  to  which  the  committee,  as  strangers,  were  subjected. 
This  number  is  not  viewed  as  necessary  for  the  despatch  of  public 
business.  At  all  times,  and  more  especially  in  times  like  the  present, 
when  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Commonwealth  are  very  much  de¬ 
ranged,  superfluous  officers  ought  to  be  dismissed,  and  none  retained 
but  such  as  are  effective  and  honest. 

It  was  with  regret  that  the  committee  heard  of  the  non-payment  of 
the  hands  in  the  Commonwealth’s  service.  Numbers  of  them  have 
not  received  any  of  their  wages  for  months,  and  consequently  many 
have  become  embarrassed,  and  owing  to  their  necessitous  circurn- 
stances,  have  sold  their  claims  at  heavy  discounts.  The  maxim 
“that  the  laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire,”  is  one  deserving  of  all  praise. 
When  extraordinary  efforts  are  resorted  to,  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the 
State  with  foreigners,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  endeavors  to  main¬ 
tain  it  at  home,  by  seeing  justice  done  to  those  who  have  toiled  for  her, 
are  far  from  being  energetic.  The  rule  not  long  since  adopted  by  the 
Superintendent,  of  procuring  the  unpaid  accounts  of  the  hands  re¬ 
ceipted,  and  keeping  them  in  his  custody  as  unpaid  bills,  cannot  be 
favorably  spoken  of.  It  is  but  right  that  every  man  should  retain  the 
evidence  of  his  own  claim,  until  it  is  satisfied.  This  innovation  is  not 
thought  meritorious,  nor  is  it  in  accordance  with  good  business  regu¬ 
lations. 

Attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  deposition  of  Col.  A.  J.  Plea- 
sonton,  President  of  the  Harrisburg,  Portsmouth,  Mountjoy  and  Lan¬ 
caster  railroad.  From  it  it'  seems  that  Mr.  Cameron  had  a  claim 
against  said  road,  and  because  he  had  some  difficulty  in  having  it  ad¬ 
justed,  he  threatened  to  be  revenged  on  the  company  of  which  the 
Colonel  is  the  presiding  officer;  stating  that  he  would  prohibit  the 
State  locomotives  from  drawing  the  cars  off  the  company  sidelings,  at 
Dillerville,  and  that  he  would  make  them  keep  horses  to  perform  this 
service ;  and  besides  this,  he  alleged  that  the  company  engines  should 
not  be  allowed  to  use  the  Slate  road  to  run  to  Lancaster,  a  distance 
of  about  one  mile,  for  water  or  fuel.  And  in  the  presence  of  the  com¬ 
mittee.  the  same  threat  of  revenge  was  iterated  in  any  thing  else  than 
a  conciliatory  spirit. 

These  facts  are  adverted  to,  not  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the 
unprovoked  improprieties  of  speech  or  feeling  shown  by  the  above 
named  officer,  but  with  a  view  of  impressing  on  the  Legislature  the 
importance  of  having  concert  of  action  between  public  functionaries, 
and  the  officers  of  the  aforesaid  company.  At  the  junction  of  this 
work  and  the  State  road  at  Dillerville,  owing  to  want  of  motive  pow¬ 
er,  very  great  delays  were  experienced.  In  many  instances,  cars  had 
ro  remain  there  for  several  days,  before  they  could  be  sent  on ;  and 
frequently,  when  the  sidelings  were  so  crowded  that  no  more  could  be 
received,  engineers  on  locomotives  with  very  small  trains,  passed  by. 
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without  deigning  to  lessen  the  number,  by  receiving  enough  to  make 
A  full  train.  For  such  acts  and  detentions,  no  excuse,  except  it  be  a 
deficiency  of  power,  can  be  assigned.  To  say  that  snows,  or  frosts, 
or  the  bad  condition  of  the  road,  afforded  an  apology,  will  not  do;  for 
the  evidence  is,  that  the  company  road  was  in  full  use,  unless  it  was 
for  a  few  days,  when,  owing  to  want  of  room  at  Dillerville,  their  en¬ 
gines  were  obliged  to  suspend  operations.  That  there  was  a  want  of 
Motive  Power  on  the  State  road  in  December,  January,  and  until  about 
the  middle  of  February,  none,  who  give  credence  to  the  testimony  of 
highly  reputable  witnesses,  can  dispute.  To  entertain  doubts  on  the 
subject,  would  be  to  manifest  an  incredulity  akin  to  folly.  The  ne¬ 
cessity  for  fostering  the  trade  of  this  road,  must  be  obvious.  By  rea¬ 
son  of  its  connexion  with  the  Cumberland  Valley  railroad  at  Harris¬ 
burg,  it  receives  the  trade  of  a  large  section  of  q  very  productive  part 
of  the  State.  This  trade  is  thrown  on  the  State  railway  at  the  above 
point.  From  it  a  large  amount  of  tolls  are  derived.  Hence,  without 
even  considering  the  justice  of  affording  facilities  for  business  to  a 
large  number  of  deserving  citizens,  public  interest  should  prompt  the 
State  officers  to  refrain  from  opposition  to  this  company  work.  Be¬ 
fore  quitting  this  topic,  it  is  thought  a  duty  to  urge  the  utility  of  estab¬ 
lishing  State  sidelings  at  Dillerville,  and  of  procuring  a  place  there  to 
keep  engines.  The  propriety  of  ceasing  to  look  upon  the  trade  of  so 
important  a  tributary  as  way  business,  is  likewise  deferentially  sub¬ 
mitted. 

The  committee  nearly  omitted  referring  to  the  difficulties,  proceed¬ 
ing  from  having  no  road  to  avoid  the  inclined  plane  at  the  Schuylkill, 
and  from  having  but  one  track  from  the  Paoli  eastward.  Jnconve- 
niences  and  embarrassments  have  been  caused  by  these  imperfections 
in  the  road.  The  tolls  have  been  lessened  by  keeping  business  off  it. 
These  impediments  to  travel  and  transportation  of  freight,  should  be 
obviated  as  speedily  as  possible.  In  corroboration  of  this,  see  evidence 
of  Messrs.  Norris,  Mehaffey,  Emerick,  and  many  other  intelligent 
men,  in  addition  to  that  of  Messrs.  Huffnagle  and  Stocker,  engineers 
referred  toi 

In  recommending  the  introduction  of  retrenchment  and  reform  on 
the  road,  the  committee  do  it  with  the  apprehensions  which  all  enter¬ 
tain,  who  recommend  a  project  which  has  previously  beqn  unknown. 
But  they  view  it  as  an  imperative  duty,  and  let  the  result  be  what  it 
may,  their  obligations  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  a  desire  to  promote 
her  welfare,  induce  them  to  turn  to  this  matter.  During  the  past  sea¬ 
son,  that  description  of  officers  known  as  burden  car  agents,  have  been 
very  much  increased  in  number,  as  will  be  seen  by  comparing  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  past  year  with  that  of  the  preceding  one.  For  this  no 
cause  has  been  given.  And  inasmuch  as  the  evidence  establishes  the 
inutility  of  such  officers,  it  is  adjudged  proper  to  suggest  their  dis¬ 
missal. 

In  relation  to  car  inspectors,  it  is  believed  their  duties,  though  impor¬ 
tant,  might  be  with  safety  transferred  to  some  other  officer.  In  regard 
to  wood  inspector,  by  the  way  a  new  officer,  it  is  thought  the  same  ob- 
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servations  might  apply.  Much  excitement  prevailed  in  the  vicinity  of 
Downingtown,  in  reference  to  the  purchase  of  a  farm  in  that  neigh¬ 
borhood,  in  which  it  was  generally  believed  the  Superintendent  had 
an  interest.  This  farm  w*as  well  supplied  with  timber ;  on  it  a  large 
quantity  of  wood,  between  three  and  four  hundred  cords,  were  cut 
and  conveyed  to  the  side  of  the  railroad,  at  Gallagherville ;  and  some 
of  this  wood,  although  but  a  small  quantity,  was  taken  to  Philadelphia 
for  private  use,  in  State  cars,  free  of  toll.  Hence  the  excitement.  It 
was  believed  the  aforesaid  officer  was  using  the  Motive  Power,  and 
public  cars,  to  convey  his  own  wood  to  the  city,  where  the  prices  were 
nearly  double  what  they  were  at  the  above  named  village.  But  the 
proof  showed,  that  these  rumors  were  erroneous — that  Jacob  Peters 
owned  the  land,  and  that  Mr.  Cameron  had  no  interest  therein — and 
that,  at  its  purchase  he  had  merely  acted  as  agent  of  the  former.  But 
it  was  proved  by  Mr.  Peters,  that  he  had  contracted  for  the  sale  of  the 
wood  referred  to, with  the  Superintendent;  but  the  price  he  was  to  get 
at  any  other  place  than  the  Schuylkill  plane,  he  did  not  know.  For 
every  cord  of  oak,  taken  to  the  plane  in  State  cars,  free  of  tool,  he 
was  to  receive  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents ;  while  he  found  a  person  to 
load  and  unload  the  cars.  With  the  sale  of  this  wood,  the  only,  thing 
which  has  the  semblance  of  injustice,  is,  the  favor  shown  to  Mr.  Pe¬ 
ters,  in  carrying  his  wood  free  of  toll,  while  his  neighbors  are  de¬ 
prived  of  this  privilege.  The  toll  for  this  distance,  is  6*2  82^,  which 
added  to  the  wood,  renders  it  unprofitable  as  freight  on  the  road — and 
at  Gallagherville  wood  sells  for  only  $3  50  per  cord  at  most.  It  is 
evident,  therefore,  that  under  this  contract,  Mr.  Peters  gets  more  for 
his  wood  than  anv  in  the  neighborhood.  Now,  if  wood  cannot  be 
procured  in  sufficient  quantities  in  the  city,  or  its  vicinity,  it  is  appa¬ 
rent,  that  it  should  be  bought  at  Gallagherville,  or  even  further  west, 
and  taken,  to  the  plane  in  public  cars,  and  by  Motive  Power,  for  the 
Commonwealth ;  all  the  profit,  if  any,  should  be  for  the  State.  In 
regard  to  the  expenses  of  Motive  Power,  during  the  past  year,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  preceding  one,  the  committee  have  but  few  observations 
to  make;  and  as  there  appears  to  be  a  disagreement,  between  the  pre¬ 
sent  Superintendent  and  his  predecessor,  in  relation  to  facts  contained 
in  the  last  annual  report,  which  it  is  not  for  the  committee  to  reconcile, 
it  was  deemed  most  advisable  to  procure  from  the  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment,  the  amount  of  money  paid  in,  as  Motive  Power  tolls,  from  said 
road  during  the  year,  commencing  with  the  1st  of  February,  1839, 
and  terminating  with  the  31st  of  January,  1840 — -and  by  an  inspection 
of  the  books,  the  whole  amounted  to  -$184,393  21;  of  this  sum  be¬ 
tween  said  days  $158,788  64,  were  drawn  out  by  Mr.  Cameron;  and 
the  balance,  $25,604  57,  has,  since  the  first  of  February  last,  been 
paid  to  him,  or  on  his  orders.  Thus  it  is  evident,  that  the  entire  sum, 
by  law  subject  to  his  drafts,  has  been  drawn — and  notwithstanding 
this,  there  are  yet  debts  unsatisfied  against  the  Motive  Power,  that  so 
far  as  have  teen  discovered,  come  to  at  least  $29,955  55.  (See  ac¬ 
companying  list  of  debts.)  ; 

In  this  estimate,  the  claims  of  Loco  Motive  manufacturers,  are  not 
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included.  At  the  time  the  committee  were  on  the  road,  there  was  due 
to  Peter  Wager,  $8,550  00,  to  William  Norris,  $16,350  00,  and  to 
Dottera  &  Co.,  of  Reading,  exclusive  of  a  bill  for  repairs,  not  return¬ 
ed,  $16,696  3  2,  which  in  the  aggregate  would  be  $41,596  12.* 

No  reason  for  the  non-payment  of  this  sum,  has  been  given. 
This  is  not  defrayed  out  of  tolls  collected.  Appropriations  for  Loco¬ 
motives  and  ropes,  &c.,  are  annually  made  by  the  Legislature,  and  by 
the  act  of  the  19th  of  July  1839,  $100,000  00,  were  appropriated  for 
the  purchase  of  engines,  <fec.,  on  the  Columbia  and  Portage  railroads. 

There  appears,  by  contrasting  the  aggregate  Motive  Power  tolls,  of 
said  road,  last  year,  with  the  former  one,  to  have  been  a  large  aug¬ 
mentation;  and  for  this,  the  Superintendent  in  his  report,  would  seem 
to  take  credit  to  himself,  to  which  he  is  not  entitled,  when  the  facts 
are  fairly  given.  He  tells  the  public,  that  they  exceed  those  of  the 
preceding  year,  the  large  sum  of  $20,963  00,  but  he  has  omitted  to 
notice  the  fact,  that  the  tolls  have  been  raised  on  each  car  between 
Columbia  and  Philadelphia,  41  cents;  while  the  road  tolls  have  been 
proportionately  lessened.  In  this  particular  the  report  is  calculated  to 
mislead;  for,  by  taking  the  average  number  of  cars  that  passed  both 
planes,  without  pretending  to  include  those  that  ran  between  points, 
the  increased  tolls  are  proved  to  be  $21,283  00,  which  is  $320  00 
more  than  the  whole  advance  on  tolls.  Therefore,  instead  of  being 
augmented  at  the  former  rates,  they  have  diminished. 

In  taking  leave  of  the  Motive  Power,  after  considering  the  costs, 
and  the  many  claims  for  damages,  occasioned  by  breakages  on  the 
road,  as  well  as  the  heavy  yearly  appropriations,  rendered  necessary 
to  enable  it  to  be  maintained,  the  propriety  of  leasing,  or  disposing  of 
it,  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  judgment  of  the  Legislature.  It  is 
well  known,  that  individual  enterprise  and  skill  can  often  turn  things 
to  a  profitable  account,  which,  under  government  officers,  prove  very 
unproductive. 

The  committee  feel  assured,  that  companies  could  be  found,  who 
would  pay  the  State  a  handsome  sum  yearly,  to  procure  the  privilege 
of  using  the  Motive  Power.  In  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  see  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Mehaffey,  an  honorable  man,  who  is  competent  to 

judge. 

Concerhing  the  condition  of  the  road,  the  committee  mean  to  offer 
but  few  remarks.  It  is  no  longer  a  matter  of  dispute,  that  its  original 
construction  was  none  of  the  best.  But,  it  is  not  necessary  to  say 
more,  while  the  report  of  their  engineer,  Mr.  Stucker,  so  ably  points 
out  its  defects.  Indeed,  it  would  be  no  more  than  an  act  of  justice  to 
mention,  that  Mr.  Huffnagle,  the  efficient  engineer  in  the  service  of 
State,  to  whose  charge  this  improvement  is  committed,  faithfully  de¬ 
scribed  its  faults,  and  recommended  the  introduction  of  permanent 
remedies.  The  bridges  built  and  repaired,  during  the  last  year,  es¬ 
tablish  the  ability  and  skill  of  those  who  planned  and  constructed 


*  Since  the  evidence  was  taken,  viz  :  on  the  16th  and  18th  days  of  March, 
22,500  dollars  of  the  above  sum — the  price  of  three  locomotives,  was  paid. 
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them.  It  would  not  be  doing  justice  to  Mr.  Huffnag'ie,  were  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  omit  stating,  that  they  are  fully  persuaded,  he  has  faithfully 
and  with  credit  to  himself,  performed  his  official  obligations. 

With  the  Supervisors,  Messrs.  Tuston,  Collins  and  Mosher,  nothing 
objectionable  was  discovered.  These  gentlemen  seem  disposed  to  as¬ 
siduously  attend  to  the  services  required  of  them.  But  it  is  believed 
this  class  of  officers  is  too  numerous.  No  reason  can  be  perceived 
why  one  man  should  not  be  able  to  supervise  the  whole  road.  Expe¬ 
rience  has  proved  that  this  can  be  done.  During  the  last  year  of  the 
past  administration,  one  individual  was  found  quite  competent  for  the 
undertaking — and  it  is  believed,  one  would  at  this  time  be  Sufficient. 
And  as  this  is  an  auspicious  period  for  reform,  it  should  not  be  deferred. 
The  debts  of  the  supervisory  department,  which  have  to  be  liquidated 
by  appropriations  from  the  Treasury,  must  be  considerable.  The 
amount  on  Mr.  Tustin’s  division  is  $34,033  69;  that  on  Mr.  Collins’ 
$14,202  25  ;  and  on  Col.  Mosher’s  division,  the  indebtedness  was  not 
returned. 

Now,  the  committee  have,  as  they  are  led  to  believe,  honestly  and 
fairly  discharged  the  obligations  imposed  on  them,  with  the  continent 
expectation  that  their  services  have  been  of  some  use  to  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  and  with  the  hope  that  a  state  of  things,  like  that  to  which 
they  are  indebted  for  their  appointment,  may  net  again  occur.  They 
therefore  conclude  bv  submitting  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  subject. 


NOTE. 


For  evidence  as  to  deficiency  of  Motive  Power — see  testimony  of 
Mullison,  H.  Brimner,  S.  Johnson,  J.  Enny,  J.  Corrigan,  Wm.  At¬ 
kins,  A.  Bruner, R.  S.  Reed,  S.  Smith,  J.  S.  Gault,  J.  Cooper,  J.  Bing¬ 
ham,  Paul  Hamilton,  and  Henry  Brenneman,  in  document  marked 
A. — and  on  the  same  subject  in  document  marked  B. — see  evidence 
of  T.  Logan,  J.  L.  Neilor,  John  Emminger,  Samuel  Lee,  Jones 
Brooks,  George  Emerick,  E.  G.  Dutil,  Thomas  Tustin,  Wm.  Norris, 
Wm.  Goodale,  and  John  M.  Saylor— also  in  document  marked 
C.,  read  testimony  of  J.  B.  A.  Allen  and  Joseph  Snider ;  and  in 
document  marked  D.,  see  evidence  of  D.  Siter,  John  Webster, 
Joseph  Howitt,  Wm.  Francine,  John  Brant,  Wm.  Hambright,  and 
A.  Mehaffy — and  in  document  E.,  see  evidence  of  F.  Hambright, 
Robert  Moderwell,  and  Col.  A.  J.  Pleasanton. 

In  document  A.,  on  selling  accounts,  opinion  as  to  the  number  of 
officers,  and  changing  name  of  Locomotive,  see  evidence  of  II. 
Brimner,  John  Enny,  A.  Bruner,  R.  S.  Reed,  S.  Smith,  Dr.R.  E. 
Cochran,  John  Jenks,  Wm.  Russell,  and  H.  Brenneman. 

In  document  B.,  see  statement  of  J.  L.  Neilor,  Jno.  Lewis,  Jno.  Em¬ 
minger,  and  S.  Lee- — and  George  Emerick,  who  also  testifies  as  to 
incompetency  at  shop ;  Jacob  Broome  testifies  as  to  accepted  bills 
and  due  bills ;  J.  M.  Saylor  as  to  bad  management  and  too  many 
hands. 

In  documents  marked  C.  and  D.,  read  evidence  of  J.  Snider,  as  to  re¬ 
ceipted  bills,  &c.  &c.  See  also  testimony  of  J.  Hippie.  As  to  wood 
being  taken  to  the  city  for  private  use,  see  testimony  of  S,  Ovenshine,. 
E,  Jeffries,  R.  Frank,.  S.  Banford  and  others.. 
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Debts  of  Motive  Dower  as  far  as  ascertained . 


J.  Enny, 

J.  Corrigan, 

Atkins  &  Dutil, 

C.  Holdeman, 

Stephen  Smith, 

William  Hasson, 

J.  Jenks, 

J.  S.  Gault, 

J.  Bingham, 

J.  Lewis, 

Jones  Brooks, 

Wm.  Blackburn, 

Wm.  Goodale, 

Levi  Lukens, 

Jacob  Peters, 

Accounts  in  Joseph  Snider’s  hands, 

J.  M.  Mullen, 

Wm.  R.  Downing, 

P.  Little, 

J.  Webster, 

E.  M‘Can, 

J.  Hippie, 

S.  M‘Minn, 

S.  Ovenshine, 

Wm.  Noble, 

Geo.  Philips, 

S.  A.  Whitehill, 

T.  G.  Henderson, 

Hands  in  Parkesburg  shop  and  Engineers,  &c., 
Joseph  Stott, 

Wm.  Hanbright, 

M.  Ehrman, 

O’Conner  &  Co., 

Debts  at  Paoli, 


$91  09 
64  80 
1,737  97 
105  50 
about  450  00 
400  00 
90  00 
38  75 
400  00 
138  00 
about  450  00 
69  00 
170  00 
75  00 
about  1,350  00 
1,233  25 
9  62i 
260  00 
167  00 
40  00 
51  37 
about  80  00 
90  00 
about  3,000  00 
165  00 
155  00 
1,350  00 
about  139  05 
about  8,500  00 
500  00 
45  00 
85  00 
5,000  00 
about  1,000  00 


Carried  forward, 


$27,500  32 4 
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Brought  forward, 
J.  Sharpless, 

C.  Thompson, 

C.  Haldeman, 

D.  Beshore, 

H.  Kauffelt, 

Philip  Reitzel, 


$27,500  32' 
225  50 
182  00 
145  50 
224  43 
340  00 
497  81 


Debts  outstanding, 


$29,115  56 


In  addition  to  the  above,  there  is  a  claim  i’or  coal,  of 

Mr.  Hollenback,  of  840  00 


$29,955  55 


JDottera  &  Co.  have  a  claim  for  reoairino;  the  Lancaster,  and  Straub 

a  O  ' 

&  Olewine  for  coal,  not  returned  nor  included. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ENGINEER  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF 

INVESTIGATION. 

To  the  Hon.  James  Nile,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  management  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  Rail¬ 
road,  and  the  condition  of  the  Harrisburg,  Portsmouth,  Mount  Joy, 
and  Lancaster  Railroad. 

Sir  : — In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the  Committee,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

Immediately  after  being  notified  of  my  appointment,  and  of  thd 
arrangements  made  by  the  Committee  for  the  prosecution  of  their  in¬ 
vestigation,  I  prepared  to  accompany  them  throughout  their  tour  of 
inspection,  commencing  at  Columbia,  and  terminating  the  examination 
of  the  State  road  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Six  days  were  employed 
in  a  personal  examination  of  the  road,  and  of  the  machinery  connected 
therewith;  and  although  this  time  was  not  sufficient  to  enable  me  to 
enter  into  a  very  minute  examination  of  either,  yet  it  was  enough  to 
enable  me  to  discover  the  serious  defects,  if  any  existed.  Of  the  con¬ 
dition  of  those  engines  which  were  in  the  repairing  shop  at  the  period 
of  the  visit  of  the  Committee,  it  was  easy  to  form  a  correct  opinion; 
but  my  observations  upon  those  at  work  upon  the  road  were  confined 
to  such  short  periods  as  they  fell  under  my  notice  at  the  different  stop¬ 
ping  places.  Nor  was  it  practicable  to  pursue  a  more  minute  investi¬ 
gation,  without  seriously  interrupting  the  very  heavy  trade  which  was 
passing  over  the  road  at  the  time;  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  the  motive  power  was  in  a  very  efficient  condition.  I  had  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times  an  opportunity  of  seeing  every  engine  then  at  work  upon 
the  road,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  they  were  in  good  working  order, 
requiring  but  such  trivial  repairs  as  can  readily  be  effected  in  a  few 
hours.  Of  the  correctness  of  my  judgment  upon  this  subject,  1  feel 
the  more  assured  from  observation  of  the  trains  attached,  which  in 
many  instances  I  computed  to  amount  to  upwards  of  one  hundred  tons 
gross.  The  exceptions  above  mentioned  are  two  or  three  engines, 
which  will  require,  within  a  short  period,  new  driving  wheels,  and 
otherwise  a  general  repair.  There  are  at  present  attached  to  the  road 
thirty-six  locomotives,  of  which,  at  the  period  of  the  visit  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  twenty-three  were  in  active  operation. 

Without  entering  into  a  minute  detail  of  the  repairs  necessary  upon 
the  engines  in  the  shop,  I  will  briefly  state  that  they  are  only  such  as 
are  constantly  necessary  upon  any  engines  used  upon  any  road  as 
defective  as  the  one  under  consideration.  Upon  railroads  such  as  are 
usually  constructed  in  this  country,  and  which  are  kept  in  ordinary 
repair,  the  injuries  sustained  by  the  engines,  besides  ordinary  wear  and 
tear,  are  generally  confined  to  the  wheels  and  axles ;  and  as  the  Co¬ 
lumbia  railroad,  from  causes  which  will  be  hereafter  stated,  cannot  be 
considered  a  smooth  road,  rather  more  than  the  ordinary  amount  of 
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repairs  in  this  particular  line  must  be  continually  required.  Injuries 
to  the  working  parts  rarely  occur,  except  in  case  of  accident  or  of 
gross  neglect  upon  the  part  of  the  engineer  having  charge  of  the 
engine.  Upon  so  extended  a  line  of  railway,  requiring  so  great  an 
amount  of  motive  power,  it  is  not  always  possible  to  procure  men 
possessing  all  the  requisite  qualifications  for  an  engineer;  and  the 
motive  power  must,  in  some  measure,  depend  for  its  effect,  upon  their 
capacity ;  for  it  is  they  who  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  using  the  engine, 
who  are  best  acquainted  with  the  repairs  which  it  requires;  and  it  is 
not  always  possible  for  the  superintendent  of  the  shop  to  discover 
them  by  his  unaided  efforts.  No  engines  were  in  the  shop  at  the 
period  of  the  visit  of  the  committee,  requiring  extraordinary  repairs, 
which  are  included  in  the  previous  enumeration;  and  the  conversa¬ 
tions  which  I  had  at  different  times  with  the  engineers  of  locomotives, 
respecting  the  management  of  their  engines,  were  such  as  to  leave  a 
favorable  impression  of  their  abilities,  and  attention  to  their  business. 

There  are  two  engines  upon  the  Columbia  road  from  the  manufac¬ 
tory  of  Ross  Winans,  in  Baltimore,  built  for  the  purpose  of  using  An¬ 
thracite  coal  exclusively  as  the  generator  of  steam.  The  weight  of 
one  of  these  engines  is  twelve  tons,  and  that  of  the  other  is  stated  at 
fifteen  tons,  though  I  should  suppose  from  inspection,  that  when  load¬ 
ed  with  fuel  and  water,  it  would  approach  nearer  to  eighteen  tons. — 
These  engines  are  supported  upon  four  wheels,  and  those  upon  the 
same  side  are  connected  by  an  iron  rod,  by  which  arrangement,  the 
tractive  power  -of  the  engine  is  increased  in  proportion  to  the  whole 
weight  of  the  engine,  and  not  in  proportion  to  that  part  only  which 
is  thrown  upon  the  driving  wheels,  as  is  the  case  in  the  six-wheeled 
engines.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  for  the  transportation  of  freight 
upon  straight  and  well  constructed  roads,  the  four-wheeled  engines 
can  be  used  to  great  advantage ;  but  I  should  consider  their  application 
to  the  Columbia  road  as  an  experiment  likely  to  be  injurious  to  the 
road.  In  the  case  of  engines  with  a  moveable  truck  upon  curves, 
(and  on  the  Columbia  railroad  they  are  in  constant  succession,)  when 
the  flange  of  the  forward  wheel  comes  in  contact  with  the  outer  rail, 
the  proper  direction  is  given  to  the  truck,  and  is  thence  communicated 
without  a  shock  to  the  engine,  which  is  connected  to  it  by  a  pivot  in 
the  centre ;  with  the  four  wheeled  engines,  there  can  be  no  yielding 
upon  the  curves,  nor  can  the  direction  of  the  engine  be  adapted  to 
them  as  in  the  former  case,  but  it  is  forced  round  by  the  impingement 
of  the  flange  of  the  forward  wheel  against  the  exterior  rail,  by  which 
the  motion  is  conveyed  at  once  to  the  whole  body  of  the  ponderous 
machine,  racking  both  it  and  the  road  in  no  inconsiderable  degree. — 
The  weight  upon  each  pair  of  wheels  of  the  smaller  of  these  engines 
would  be  about  the  same  as  that  upon  the  driving  wheels  of  the  six 
wheeled  engines,  viz:  six  tons;  but  in  the  case  of  the  larger  engine, 
even  supposing  it  to  weigh  but  fifteen  tons,  the  weight  upon  each  pair 
of  wheels  would  be  seven  and  a-half  tons :  an  increase  of  weight 
which  the  Columbia  road  is  ill  adapted  to  sustain.  I  would  refer  the 
Committee  to  the  report  of  E.  F.  Gay,  Civil  Engineer,  (page  40,  Canal 
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Commissioners7  Report,  1834—35,)  where  lie  states  that  the  engines 
•supported  on  six  wheels  “  are  found  to  be  the  only  arrangement  that 
will  enable  a  locomotive  to  overcome  the  severe  curves,  connected 
with  the  high  grades  upon  this  road,  without  injury  to  the  engine  or 
railway.”  In  this  opinion  I  coincide  to  the  extent  that  it  is  the 
arrangement  which  is  calculated  to  do  the  least  injury  to  the  road  and 
•engine,  and  that  an  engine  with  four  connected  wheels  is  likely  to 
cause  very  considerable  damage  to  the  road,  besides  increasing  the 
risk  of  accidents  from  the  powerful  strain  exercised  upon  the  weakest 
point  of  the  road,  viz  :  its  lateral  strength,  the  tendency  of  the  engines 
upon  curves  being  to  force  the  rails  apart  in  its  constant  effort  to  pre¬ 
serve  a  rectilinear  direction. 

The  repairing  shop  at  Parkesburg  is  sufficiently  capacious  for  the 
repairs  of  seventeen  engines — a  greater  number  than  it  will  probably 
ever  be  necessary  to  repair  at  any  one  time.  The  machinery  consists 
of  one  large  lathe,  for  turning  off  wheel-tires  and  other  heavy  work  of 
a  similar  description;  six  smaller  lathes,  one  screw  cutting  machine, 
two  drilling  machines,  and  a  circular  saw.  The  whole  is  worked  by 
a  stationary  engine,  capable  of  doing  double  the  amount  of  duty  now 
imposed  upon  it,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  screw  cutting  machine, 
is  in  an  effective  working  condition.  From  the  general  stability  in  the 
workmanship  of  the  different  portions  of  the  machinery,  it  appears 
likely  to  continue  in  good  order  for  a  long  period. 

The  stationary  engine  at  the  Inclined  Plane  at  the  Schuylkill,  is  in 
good  repair ;  but  the  rope  will  require  renewal  before  the  end  of  the 
season.  The  machinery  at  the  Columbia  plane  was  not  examined,  as 
the  completion  of  the  road  avoiding  the  plane,  will,  within  a  short  pe¬ 
riod,  obviate  the  necessity  of  its  further  use. 

I  consider  the  amount  of  motive  power  on  the  road,  capable  of  ac¬ 
commodating  a  trade  of  1,176  tons  per  day.  Allowing  one-fourth  of 
the  whole  number  of  engines  to  be  constantly  under  repairs,  (which, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  has  been  found  by  experience  to  be  an 
•ample  allowance,)  that  two  are  employed  upon  the  Schuylkill  level, 
and  four  in  transporting  passengers,  the  balance  is  twenty-one,  which 
may  be  engaged  in  transporting  freight ;  and  allowing  each  engine  to 
■make  a  trip  in  one  direction  in  one  day,  loaded  with  an  average  nett 
weight  of  fifty-six  tons,  and  the  amount  would  be  1,176  tons  per  day, 
or  368,088  tons  per  year  of  313  working  days. 

It  was  testified  before  the  committee,  that  the  time  occupied  in  trans¬ 
porting  goods  from  Philadelphia  to  Columbia  and  vice  versa,  was  sel¬ 
dom  less  than  three  days  in  each  direction;  that  the  cars  from  the  city 
generally  proceed  to  the  head  of  the  Schuylkill  plane  on  the  first  day, 
to  the  head  of  the  Columbia  plane  on  the  second  day,  and  to  Columbia 
on  the  third  day.  The  completion  of  the  road  to  avoid  the  latter  plane, 
supposing  the  same  arrangements  to  exist  upon  other  parts  of  the  road, 
will  reduce  the  time  of  passage  to  two  days ;  and  it  may  not  be  here 
out  of  place  to  present  a  statement  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  avoiding  also  the  Schuylkill  plane,  and  an  estimate  of  the  annual 
•saving  to  the  State.  In  the  first  place,  the  vexations,  inconveniences 
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and  delays,  attending  the  passage  of  the  plane,  will  be  of  course- 
avoided,  and  all  the  risk  of  future  claims  for  damages  there  incurred, 
entirely  done  away  with. 

2d.  The  extra  locomotives  upon  the  Schuylkill  level  can  be  dis¬ 
pensed  with,  by  placing  a  depot  sufficiently  near  the  usual  place  of 
starting,  for  an  engine  to  receive  her  train  whenever  it  is  ready  for 
her,  and  depart  upon  her  trip  without  further  delay.  These  engines 
work  at  a  great  disadvantage,  as  they  are  kept  in  constant  readiness 
for  action,  and  are  constantly  detained,  waiting  for  trains  and  wasting 
their  power,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  they  could  be  advantageously 
used  in  the  regular  trips  upon  the  road* 

3d.  It  is  notorious  that  many  passengers  are  deterred  from  making 
use  of  the  conveyances  upon  the  State  road,  through  fear  of  passing 
over  the  inclined  plane,  and  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  when  the  ob¬ 
struction  is  removed,  that  an  increased  amount  of  travel  will  be  the 
consequence. 

f 

4th.  The  saving  of  time  in  the  transportation  of  merchandize  is  of 
the  most  vital  importance ;  already  has  our  southern  competitor  for 
the  great  trade  of  the  west,  extended  her  improvements  by  Canal  to 
Columbia,  and  within  a  short  period,  railroad  communications  will  be 
completed  between  Harrisburg,  Columbia  and  Baltimore,  unobstructed 
by  inclined  planes.  The  time  occupied  in  a  trip  from  Columbia  to 
Baltimore  will  probably,  for  burthen  trains,  not  exceed  eight  hours, 
the  distance  being  seventy-two  miles ;  whilst  under  the  present  arrange¬ 
ment,  two  da}^s  are  employed  in  making  the  trip  from  the  same  point 
to  Philadelphia.  Should  this  improvement  be  made,  the  time  of  tran¬ 
sit  would  be  reduced  to  about  nine  hours,  when  on  account  of  the 
lightness  of  the  maximum  grade  upon  the  Columbia  road,  we  may  suc  ¬ 
cessfully  compete  with  our  rival,  but  otherwise  it  most  be  evident  that 
the  great  saving  of  time  will  have  a  tendency  to  draw  the  trade  into 
the  channel  offered  by  our  competitors,  and  that  the  revenue  derived 
from  its  passage  over  the  State  road  will  consequently  be  lost. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  annual  saving  to  the  State  by 
avoiding  the  plane: 

Cost  as  per  report  of  Canal  Commissioners,  $700,000  00 

Deduct  for  Schuylkill  bridge,  and  part  of 
railroad  laying  between  the  old  Collec¬ 
tor’s  office  and  bridge,  $250,000  00 

Deduct  for  materials  on  old  line,  50,000  00 

- $300,000  00 


Actual  cost,  $400,000  00 


For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  let  us  suppose  that  the  new  road 
will  cost  the  same  for  maintenance  and  repairs  as  the  present  road', 
(which,  however,  will  not  be  the  case  if  properly  constructed,)  and 
the  yearly  additional  cost  will  be  $400,000  at  5  per  cent.,  $20,000  00 
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The  annual  expense  of  maintaining  the  plane  and  Schuylkill  level, 


Is  as  follows,  viz  : 

One  rope, 

$  3,412  00 

Engineer  of  stationary  engine,  managers,  tire- 

men,  riggers,  attachers,  telegraph  men, 

watchmen,  &  horse  power,  (pages  86  &  87 

Canal  Commissioners’  Report,  1839-’40,) 

8,601  40 

Attaching  ropes, 

200  00 

Fuel, 

4,380  00 

• 

Cost  of  Schuylkill  level : 

Fuel, 

$  4,380  00 

Oil, 

730  00 

2  engineers,  $1,460;  2  firemen,  $912  50, 

2,372  50 

1  manager, 

912  50 

Interest  on  $14,000  for  two  engines, 

700  00 

Renewal  and  repairs  of  two  freight  engines  at 

$2,000  per  annum, 

4,000  00 

$16,593  50 


Cost  of  Schuylkill  plane  and  level,  annually, 

Add  interest  on  $88,869  40,  called  for  by  the  engineer, 
as  necessary  to  complete  the  road  from  Whitehall  to 
the  intersection,  as  follows,  viz : 

Five  miles  of  north  track  at  $13,660  48  per 

mile,  $68,302  40 

Two  miles  of  repairs  on  Schuylkill  level,  1,000  00 

Relaying  bridge  with  T  rail,  950  00 

Depot  and  coal  shed  for  engines  on  Schuyl¬ 
kill  level,  7,500  00 

Relaying  north  track  on  plane,  6,116  00 

Force  pump  and  pipes  for  supplying  water,  5,000  00 


$13,095  00 
$29,688  50 


$88,868  40 

Interest  on  above  amount  at  6  per  cent.,  4,443  42 


Annual  cost  of  plane,  Schuylkill  level,  &c;  &c.  when  perPt,  $34,1 31  92 


Future  annual  loss  to  State  under  present  arrangement,  $14,131  92 


2. 
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In  consequence  of  the  reduction  of  time  in  making  the  trip  to  Co¬ 
lumbia,  the  forwarding  merchants  can  materially  reduce  the  price  of 
transportation,  and  thus  induce  a  larger  proportion  of  trade  to  seek 
this  avenue  to  market,  which  trade  would  naturally  pass  over  the 
whole  line  of  improvements  to  Pittsburg.  Any  estimates  founde 
upon  this  expected  increase  of  trade  must  be  more  or  less  based  upon 
conjecture;  but  if  we  suppose  the  increase  to  be  but  the  one  hundredth 
part  of  the  present  traffic,  or  about  one  thousand  tons  annually  carried 
over  the  whole  line  of  improvements,  and  the  amount  of  toll  received, 
would  be  $12,840. 

And  if  an  equal  amount  were  received  from  the  additional  number 
of  passengers,  the  total  gain  to  the  State  would  be,  per  annum. 
$39,811  92. 

In  making  these  estimates,  the  committee  will  observe  that  the  cost 
of  working  the  Schuylkill  plane  and  level,  is  taken  from  the  reports 
of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  and  is  the  actual  amount  of  money  paid 
for  services,  fuel,  &c. ;  but  there  are  many  minor  expenses  incidental 
to  the  management  of  a  plane,  which  have  not  been  included  in  this 
estimate;  while  on  the  other  hand,  the  price  of  the  Schuylkill  bridge 
and  two  miles  of  road  are  put  down  at  less  than  actual  cost. 

In  regard  to  the  carrying  of  passengers  by  the  State,  upon  her  own 
account,  the  committee  are  already  aware  of  my  sentiments  ;  the 
policy  of  so  doing  seems  to  me  so  obvious,  that  1  will  not  trespass 
upon  their  patience  by  any  remarks  upon  the  subject,  further  than  to 
furnish  an  estimate  of  the  annual  gain  that  would  accrue  from  so  do¬ 
ing. 

Suppose  12  cars,  and  2  baggage  cars,  averaging  220  pas¬ 
sengers,  and  11,000  lbs.  of  baggage,  (about  the  equiva¬ 
lent  number  of  through  passengers  which  pass  daily 
over  the  road,)  to  be  transported  daily  between  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  Lancaster;  the  amount  received  by  the 
State  would  be  '  $  410  62 


The  amount  received  by  car  proprietors  would  be  •$  660  00 


Being  a  difference  per  day,  of  $  249  38 


$91,023  70 


And  per  annum,  of 


The  expense  of  transporting  these  passengers  by  the  State,  would 
be  as  follows,  viz  : 


Annual  rent  of  a  depot  at  Philadelphia, 

Motive  power  from  depot  to  Broad  &  Vine  Sts. 

Clerks  in  office,  despatcher  and  porters, 

Interest  on  car  houses,  &c.  at  Columbia, 

Annuity  to  pay  interest  on  first  cost  of  fifteen 
eight  wheeled  cars,  at  $2,000  each,  and 
replace  principal  in  5  years, 

Oil, 

Wear  tear  of  cars,  5  per  cent,  on  $8,934  50 

Annuity  to  pay  interest  on  first  cost  of  ten 
baggage  cars,  at  $500  each,  and  replace 
principal  in  five  years, 

Oil, 

Wear  and  tear,  17  per  cent,  on  $1,115  00, 

Fuel,  fastenings,  &c., 


$  2,000  00 
2,500  00 
2,500  00 
2,500  00 

6,934  50 
225  00 
346  72 


1,115  00 
100  00 
189  00 
188  50 

- $18,598  72 


Nett  profit, 


$72,425  00 


In  the  course  of  the  investigation  of  the  committee,  evidence  was 
taken  as  to  the  state  of  the  road  at  the  time  being,  and  previously :  the 
general  tendency  of  which  went  to  show  that  during  the  breaking  up 
of  the  winter,  at  the  time  that  the  frost  was  coming  out  of  the  ground, 
the  road  was  in  bad  condition,  but  that  it  was  daily  improving.  From 
the  personal  examination  which  I  was  enabled  to  make,  l  feel  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  correctness  of  the  evidence  given  to  the  committee,  and 
moreover,  that  such  will,  in  all  probability,  be  the  case  every  succes¬ 
sive  spring.  Defective  in  its  original  plan,  and  ill  adapted  to  the  use 
of  locomotive  engines,  the  repairs  of  this  road  must  always  form  a 
very  considerable  item  in  the  annual  expenditure  of  the  State;  and 
with  all  the  expense  that  is  likely  to  be  bestowed  upon  it,  will  still  re¬ 
main  several  degrees  removed  from  perfection.  The  description  of 
rail  used  is  generally  known  as  the  Wigan  rail,  weighing  about  forty- 
lbs.  to  the  yard;  and  from  the  disposition  of  the  iron,  possesses  but 
little  lateral  strength  to  oppose  to  the  thrust  of  heavy  engines  and 
trains  passing  at  high  velocities.  The  rail  is  supported  in  cast  iron 
chairs,  set  upon  stone  blocks,  12  inches  in  depth  by  feet  square, 
imbedded  in  the  earth  and  resting  uoon  broken  stone,  extending  ten 
inches  deeper.  The  excavations  were  made  quite  too  narrow  to  ad¬ 
roit  the  sinking  of  drains  of  the  requisite  dimensions,  and  the  conse¬ 
quence  is,  that  the  water  from  the  dissolving  of  the  snow,  &c.  in  the 
spring,  settles  in  the  trenches,  about  the  foundations  of  the  blocks,  and 
there  remains  until  dried  up  by  soakage,  and  the  influence  of  the  wind 
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and  sun ;  but  while  the  earth  is  in  a  moist  state,  it  does  not  present  the 
same  support  to  the  blocks  as  when  dry;  and  in  the  passage  of  heavy 
trains  over  the  road,  the  rails  not  possessing  of  themselves  as  before 
stated,  the  requisite  lateral  strength  are  forced  apart,  by  which  means 
engines  and  cars  have  occasionally  been  thrown  from  the  track.  In 
order  to  remedy  this  defect,  cross-ties  have  been  introduced  in  many 
places  at  the  joints  of  the  rails,  and  occasionally  in  the  centre  of  the 
bar.  In  the  report  of  the  engineer  (page  62,  Canal  Commissioners’  Re¬ 
port,  1839-’4G,)  it  will  be  seen  that  an  appropriation  of  $10,700  is 
asked  for  materials  to  be  applied  to  this  item  of  repair,  which  when 
completed,  will  very  greatly  improve  the  road.  Inconsequence  of  the 
adoption  of  steam  for  Motive  Power,  and  the  heavy  weights  neces¬ 
sarily  imposed  upon  the  bridges,  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  in¬ 
crease  the  strength  of  these  structures  in  almost  every  instance.  This 
has  been  effected  in  the  most  judicious  and  cheapest  manner  consistent 
with  true  economy  on  the  greater  part  of  them;  but  some  repairs  of 
the  same  nature  remain  to  be  done,  for  which  specific  appropriations 
have  been  asked  by  the  engineer.  The  condition  of  the  north  track 
from  the  head  of  the  Schuylkill  plane  to  the  Westchester  intersection, 
for  the  relaying  of  which,  appropriations  have  been  repeatedly  asked, 
is  now  such  as  entirely  to  preclude  thereon  the  use  of  locomotives,  and 
the  existence  therefore  of  but  one  passable  track  for  eighteen  miles, 
renders  it  necessary  to  pursue  the  greatest  regularity  in  the  despatch¬ 
ing  of  engines,  and  a  great  loss  is  daily  sustained  by  the  Common¬ 
wealth  in  consequence  of  the  situation  of  the  work.  Trains  arriving 
at  the  point  where  the.  double  track  may  be  said  to  terminate,  are  there 
detained,  wasting  fuel,  time  of  engineers,  conductors  and  agents,  until 
all  the  trains  have  passed  towards  Columbia ;  and  again,  trains  can¬ 
not  be  despatched  from  the  head  of  the  plane  after  a  certain  hour,  in 
order  to  give  time  for  the  Columbia  trains  to  arrive.  This  is  a  mani¬ 
fest  inconvenience  to  all  parties  concerned,  and  a  source  of  additional 
expense  to  the  State,  inasmuch  as  it  diminishes  the  time  for  making 
those  little  arrangements  which  an  engine  requires  after  every  trip, 
which,  if  neglected  at  the  proper  time,  become  soon  of  considerable 
magnitude. 

I  feel  no  hesitation  in  saying,  in  conclusion,  that  the  condition  of  the 
Columbia  railroad  at  the  period  of  the  visit  of  the  committee,  was  as 
good  as  can  be  possibly  expected  from  the  nature  of  its  construction. 
Every  attention  appears  to  be  paid  to  keeping  the  road  in  order  by 
supervisors,  with  gangs  of  hands  stationed  at  different  points,  and  the 
measures  which  are  in  progress  for  preventing  the  separation  of  the 
rails,  are  in  my  opinion  sufficient  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  any  fix¬ 
ture  accidents  from  that  cause.  Should  the  excavations  be  sufficient¬ 
ly  widened  to  allow  a  ditch  at  least  feet  deep,  to  be  sunk  on  each 
side  of  the  road,  with  appropriate  slopes,  the  water  would  he  thorough¬ 
ly  drained  from  the  foundations  of  the  blocks,  and  the  expense  of  re¬ 
pairs  in  the  spring  materially  reduced.  The  operation  would  be  costly, 
as  the  workmen  would  be  continually  interfered  with  by  the  passing 
3>f  trains,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  extra  damage  would  be  incur- 
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red  for  land,  removing  fences,  &c. ;  but  from  obvious  reasons,  I  am 
not  able  to  say  to  what  extent  the  improvement  might  be  advantage¬ 
ously  effected,  or  what  would  be  the  probable  expense. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  CLEMENTS  STOCKER,  C.  £L 


J. 


MINUTES 

Of  Proceedings  and  Testimony,  received  by  the  Committee  to  examine 
into  the  manner  in  which  the  Superintendent  of  Motive  Power,  on 
the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  Railroad ,  and  others ,  have  con¬ 
ducted  said  road,  pursuant  to  a  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Pennsylvania,  adopted  February  14,  1840. 


(A.) 

February  18. 

Committee  met  in  evening,  at  the  hotel  of  Mr.  Boggs,  in  Colnmbia, 
county  of  Lancaster.  Members  all  present. 

A  subpoena  was  issued,  directed  to  the  following  persons,  requiring 
them  to  appear  before  said  committee,  at  the  house  of  Francis  Boggs, 
in  the  borough  of  Columbia,  on  the  19th  day  of  February  inst.,  to 
testify,  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M. 

Reuben  Mullison,  Henry  Brimner,  John  Corrigan,  Paul  Hamilton, 
Christian  Halderman,  William  Russel,  Henry  Halderman,  Samuel 
Johnston,  John  Cooper,  Abraham  Bruner,  Evan  Greene,  Stephen 
Smith,  (of  color,)  James  Gidens,  Charles  Odell,  William  Atkins,  Ro¬ 
bert  Reed,  and  Bailee  Few. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Love, 

Resolved,  That  the  several  Supervisors  of  the  Columbia  and  Phila¬ 
delphia  railroad,  be  required  to  produce  before  this  committee,  all  arti¬ 
cles  of  agreement  entered  into  between  them  and  other  persons  for 
work  and  materials  applied  on  said  road;  also,  to  inform  said  com¬ 
mittee  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  other  proposals  were  made  for 
said  objects,  and  by  whom;  also,  what  amount  of  money  they  have 
respectively  received  from  the  State,  on  account  of  said  objects,  and 
how  much  remains  due  and  unpaid  for  any  and  all  of  the  aforesaid 
work  and  materials. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Herr,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Motive  Power,  of  the  Colum¬ 
bia  and  Philadelphia  railroad,  be  requested  to  furnish  this  committee  a 
statement,  showing  the  amount  of  money  received  by  him  each  month, 
from  the  State,  during  the  time  he  has  been  in  office ;  also,  the  amount 
paid  each  month  to  contractors,  agents,  engineers,  workmen  and  others 
for  services  and  materials,  with  the  nature  thereof,  and  the  names  of  each 
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person  to  whom  such  payment  was  made;  also,  the  amount  yet  due, 
if  any,  to  contractors,  agents,  engineers,  workmen  and  others  for  ser¬ 
vices  or  materials,  how  long  said  debts  have  been  due  and  unpaid, 
specifying  the  nature  and  amount  of  each  debt  and  the  names  of  the 
persons  to  whom  the  same  are  due. 

Adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  19. 

Subpoena  issued  to  Henry  Haiderman,  to  appear  before  said  com¬ 
mittee  at  the  hotel  of  Francis  Boggs,  in  the  borough  of  Columbia,  on 
the  19th  inst.,  at  3  o’clock,  P.  M. 

Subpoena  issued  to  Jacob  Peters,  Samuel  Ovenshine,  P.  Myers, 
James  Boon,  William  Patten,  Francis  Boggs,  George  Hallenback,  H. 
R.  Harrison,  John  Bingham,  to  appear  before  said  committee  on  the 
19th  inst.  at  10  o’clock  A.  M. 

(copy.) 

To  James  Cameron,  Esq,,  Superintendent  of  Motive  Power,  on  the 
Philadelphia  and  Columbia  Railroad: 

Sir  : — At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  re- 
solution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  to  inquire 
into  the  manner  in  which  the  Superintendent  of  Motive  Power,  those 
under  him,  and  others  have,  during  the  last  year,  managed  said  road, 
held  on  the  evening  of  February  18,  1840,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted: 

[Here  was  inserted  the  second  resolution  adopted  Feb.  18.] 

Signed,  JAMES  NILL, 

Chairman  of  said  Committee. 

Attest, 

Henry  L.  Harvey,  Clerk. 

Columbia ,  February  19,  1840. 


(COPY.) 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  said  House,  di¬ 
recting  them  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  wrhich  the  Superintendent 
of  Motive  Powrer  on  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  railroad,  those  un¬ 
der  him  and  others  have,  during  the  past  year,  managed  said  road, 
held  on  the  evening  of  February  18,  1840,  it  w?as 

Resolved ,  [Here,  was  inserted  the  first  resolution  adopted  Feb.  18.] 


Signed, 

Attest, 

Henry  L.  Harvey,  Clerk. 


JAMES  NILL, 
Chairman  of  said  Committee. 


f 
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Served  on  Jos.  Mosher,  Supervisor, 
Do.  Jos.  Collins,  “ 

Do.  Thomas  Tustin,  “ 


February  19. 


22. 

22. 


Subpoena  issued  to  Robert  S.  Hamill,  Peter  Gardner,  Nicholas 
Springer,  Neal  Donnelly,  Martin  Beaver,  John  Jenks,  William  Hasson, 
John  Collins,  John  Bennett,  Joshua  Get,  Isaac  Vaughan,  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  said  committee  at  three  o’clock  P.  M.,  this  day,  &c. 


SAME  DAY,  10  o’clock,  A.  M. 

Committee  met,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  adopted  Feb.  14,  at  the 
house  of  Francis  Boggs,  in  the  borough  of  Columbia,  and  county  of 
Lancaster.  Present  all  the  members  of*  said  committee,  Harvey,  Clerk 
and  Krause,  Sergeant-at- Arms  of  the  House. 

Pursuant  to  request  and  permission  given,  James  Cameron,  Esq, 
Superintendent,  addressed  the  committee,  expressing  great  pleasure 
that  the  inquiry  proposed  is  to  be  made,  and  full  confidence  that  he 
can  clearly  prove  his  conduct  to  have  been  correct  and  proper ;  con¬ 
cluding  by  moving  the  following  request: 

“That  the  committee  require  all  charges  made  against  him  to  be 
reduced  to  writing,  that  they  be  accompanied  with  the  name  of  the 
person  making  the  charge  or  charges,  and  that  no  testimony  be  re¬ 
ceived,  unless  governed  by  the  strict  rules  of  legal  evidence.” 

Reuben  Mullison  being  called  as  a  witness,  was  objected  to  by 
James  Cameron,  Esq.,  on  the  ground  of  having  stated  at  more  times 
than  one,  accompanied  by  oath  that  he  would  stick  to  James  Cameron 
and  Joseph  Mosher,  until  he  would  have  them  turned  out,  right  or 
wrong;  that  he  would  go  to  Harrisburg  with  a  carriage  to  bring  the 
committee  down,  and  as  he  had  as  much  influence  with  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  as  any  other  man,  would  have  them  all  right  before  they  got  here. 

Objections  overruled  and  witness  sworn. 

I  own  some  carson  this  road;  have  done  some  business  on  the  road 
ever  since  it  was  opened,  to  the  present  day.  Before  the  present 
season,  have  always  been  in  tbe  habit  of  going  to  Philadelphia  one 
day,  remaining  there  one,  and  back  the  next.  My  own  cars  have 
been  two  weeks  this  day,  in  making  two  trips  to  Lancaster  and  back, 
and  I  have  often  made  two  trips  in  one  day.  This  winter  I  have 
known  cars  to  be  ten  days  in  making  one  trip  to  Philadelphia  and 
back.  The  alleged  reason  of  the  increased  time  was,  there  was  not 
sufficient  motive  power  on  the  road  to  haul  them.  In  one  case,  an 
engine  gave  out,  another  was  obtained  from  the  Parkesburg  shop, 
which  was  not  capable  of  getting  away  itself,  when  it  came  to  the 
train.  This  last  information  was  obtained  from  Henry  Brimner,  State 
Agent.  My  own  cars  have  been  detained  during  the  last  three  months 
more  than  they  ever  have  been  before,  since  the  construction  of  the 
railroad.  This  delay  has  occurred  between  this  place  and  Lancas¬ 
ter.  The  distance  between  these  places  is  twelve  miles.  The  cause 
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of  the  delay  could  not  be  attributed  to  the  weather,  except  at  one  time 
during  the  deep  fall  of  snow.  The  superintendent  has  been  absent 
from  Columbia  for  a  month  at  a  time;  in  one  case  thinks  he  was  not 
here  during  the  space  of  six  weeks.  My  cars  have  not  been  running 
to  Philadelphia  much  of  late.  We  have  tried  all  we  could  to  get  the 
cars  away  on  trips  to  and  from  Lancaster;  the  delay  has  been  for 
want  of  power. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Cameron. 

Cannot  answer  how  often  the  cars  have  been  cleared  for  Philadel¬ 
phia.  Has  kept  no  account  of  the  number  of  times  they  have  been 
cleared  for  Lancaster.  Mr.  Howitt,  of  Lancaster,  is  no  partner  of 
mine,  nor  never  was.  There  are  cars  on  the  road  marked  Mullison, 
Odell,  &  Co.,  which  belong  to  Mullison  and  Collins  at  the  present 
time.  Does  not  recollect  who  was  present,  when  he  swore  by  God  he 
would  have  Cameron  and  Mosher  turned  out  of  office;  does  not  deny 
that  he  may  have  said  so;  does  not  recollect  that  he  ever  said  so; 
does  not  know  where  his  cars  are  at  this  present  time ;  does  not 
know  that  they  are  at  the  head  of  the  Columbia  plane. 

Questioned  by  Mr.  Nill. 

I  know  there  have  been  men  employed  here  who  were  said  to  be 
State  agents,  that  rendered  but  little  service  to  the  State.  William 
Hambright,  formerly  from  Lancaster,  is  one ;  George  Klinefelter,  of 
York,  is  another.  I  have  seen  them  hauling  wood  and  coal  to  the 
head  of  the  plane;  sometimes  one  hour  in  a  day,  sometimes  more, 
sometimes  two  hours,  and  sometimes  two  hours  in  a  week.  Have 
often  seen  them  unemployed.  We  deal  in  coal;  price  of  anthracite 
coal  at  wholesale,  from  83  25  to  83  50  per  ton.  Some  particular 
kinds  have  been  sold  for  83  75.  Bituminous  coal  worth  by  boat 
load,  15  to  20  cents  per  bushel.  Have  never  supplied  either  wood  or 
coal  to  the  Commonwealth.  Have  lived  here  ever  since  the  road  was 
made.  The  business  on  the  railroad  is  not  half  so  much  this  winter 
as  it  was  during  the  summer;  would  suppose  there  is  not  as  much 
doing  as  there  was  last  season  at  this  time.  There  has  been  more 
detention  during  the  last  year  on  this  road,  than  there  was  before. 
The  detention  has  been  common  for  the  last  three  months. 

Questioned  by  Mr.  Cameron. 

Does  not  know  that  Hambright  and  Klinefelter  were  employed 
hauling  wood  and  coal  to  different  parts  of  the  road.  Does  not  recol¬ 
lect  of  ever  saying,  that  since  Mr.  Cameron  had  appointed  the  persons 
whom  he  wished  to  the  subordinate  offices,  he  was  a  very  clever 
fellow,  and  that  the  road  was  well  managed.  Denies  ever  having 
said  so  in  this  shape. 

REUBEN  MULLISON. 

Henry  Brimner,  sworn: 

I  was  employed  on  the  tenth  or  eleventh  of  February  last,  by  Mr. 
James  Cameron,  as  State  agent,  on  one  of  the  burden  trains.  I 
considered  it  my  duty  to  assist  the  trains  on  the  road ;  and  if  they  got 
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off  the  track  to  help  them  on,  and  assist  the  firemen  and  engineer 
whenever  necessary  ;  and  in  case  of  accident  occurring  which  rendered, 
it  necessary  for  an  engine  to  leave  a  train,  to  attend  to  the  train  and 
get  it  along.  Have  been  off  the  road  about  a  week.  During  the 
summer,  when  the  ground  was  fine  and  the  tracks  in  good  order,  busi¬ 
ness  went  on  very  well ;  business  was  not,  however,  so  thronged  as 
since;  since  the  frost  has  been  coming  out,  business  has  increased, 
and  there  have  been  frequent  delays  or  detentions;  the  detentions 
generally  attributed  to  engines  not  being  in  good  order.  Sometimes 
the  road  being  in  bad  order,  they  would  be  thrown  off.  Complaints 
were  made  by  engineers  that  engines  were  frequently  turned  out  from 
the  Parkesburg  shop,  before  they  were  properly  in  order.  Get  $1  50 
per  day.  Was  regularly  paid  at  the  commencement  of  season;  gene¬ 
rally  at  the  end  of  the  month.  Have  not  received  pay  from  the  super¬ 
intendent  or  clerk  since  August,  but  since  that  have  sold  my  accounts 
in  part;  sold  three  bills,  or  three  months  pay;  I  sold  the  account  for 
November,  amounting  to  $45  for  $40.  The  account  for  September, 
I  received  from  Mr.  Hambright  of  Lancaster,  in  full.  The  account 
for  November,  1  sold  to  Major  Patten,  collector  at  this  place;  it 
was  my  own  offer.  The  reason  alleged  by  the  clerk  for  not  paying 
was,  that  he  had  no  money.  The  account  for  October,  I  gave  to  a 
neighbor,  Mr.  Wolf,  who  paid  me  the  full  amount.  Major  Patten  said 
he  cashed  the  account  I  sold  him,  out  of  a  small  fund  he  had  in  his 
hand  as  treasurer  of  a  saving  fund  institution.  There  is  now  due  me, 
the  amount  of  my  services  since  the  first  of  December;  something- 
over  $100.  I  made  application  to  Mr.  Cameron  for  money,  about 
the  first  of  January.  The  November  bill  was  sold  in  the  beginning 
of  December.  When  I  called  on  Mr.  Cameron,  on  or  about  the  first 
of  January,  he  was  standing  at  the  desk  in  the  Pioneer  office,  and 
settling  or  taking  account  of  bills  from  the  dispatcher,  Mr.  Henry 
Mathiot.  The  custom  has  been  to  have  the  bills  made  out,  sworn  to, 
and  receipted  at  the  same  time,  and  replaced  in  the  hands  of  the 
person  to  whom  they  are  due.  I  know  many  who  say  they  have  sold 
their  bills;  one  man  to  Peter  Haldeman,  one  to  Maj.  Patten,  the  latter 
was  Mr.  John  Jenks.  George  Brown,  engineer,  was  the  one  who  sold 
to  Mr.  Haldeman.  Mr.  Patten’s  clerk  told  me  they  had  several  such 
bills.  Mr.  Patten’s  clerk  is  Mr.  Filbert. 

As  far  as  I  am  acquainted  with  the  detention  on  the  road,  condition 
of  engines  &c.,  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Mullison,  there  were  two  trains, 
as  [  was  coming  up  from  the  Schuylkill  plane,  laid  up  on  the  opposite 
track;  1  think  it  was  in  January;  an  engine  was  in  bad  order,  and  had 
given  out,  about,  three  miles  this  side  of  Parkesburg.  One  train  had 
fourteen  to  eighteen  cars,  the  other  twenty  to  twenty-two ;  the  fore¬ 
most  had  crossed  the  gap,  but  when  she  struck  the  opposite  grade,  she 
was  unable  to  proceed,  and  consequently,  the  other  was  unable  to  get 
along.  This  caused  the  train  I  was  with  to  stop  until  another  came 
up,  when  there  were  four  trains  all  detained  at  once.  We  were  de¬ 
tained  from  eleven  o’clock  in  the  forenoon,  till  dark.  The  disabled 
engine  was  called  the  “Old  Berks.”  The  men  belonging  to  the  first 
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trains,  went  down  to  Parkesburg  shop  and  brought  up  an  engine,  which 
was  a  disabled  engine,  and  only  intended  to  take  away  the  first  engine, 
but  was  not  able  to  do  so,  and  she  was  pulled  down  to  the  shop;  the 
two  last  trains  were  in  good  order,  and  shoved  the  others  down  to 
Parkesburg,  when  other  engines  were  put  on  the  trains.  The  engines 
we  got  at  Parkesburg  went  on  as  far  as  Downingtown,  where  they  both 
failed.  Two  of  the  trains  were  then  pushed  from  Downingtown  to  the 
Steamboat  watering  place.  The  hindmost  train  having  a  good  engine, 
went  back  and  crossed  over  to  the  other  track.  The  next  morning 
the  trains  left  at  the  Steamboat  watering  place,  fired  up  and  went  on, 
the  engines  having  been  fixed  up  so  as  to  enable  them  to  Work.  Oc¬ 
currences  like  these  have  been  frequent  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
season.  The  best  of  machinery  in  engines  will  sometimes  get  out  of 
order.  The  engineers  very  generally  complained  of  the  engines  being 
in  bad  order.  I  have  frequently  seen  cars  left  at  Dillerville,  waiting 
for  motive  power,  but  do  not  recollect  of  more  than  one  train  at  a 
time.  Coal  was  furnished  at  the  head  of  each  plane.  There  was  a 
large  quantity  of  old  wood  on  the  road,  purchased  under  the  old  ad¬ 
ministration.  Some  still  on  hand,  at  Penningtonville.  Old  wood  was 
also  at  Lamar’s  station,  and  at  the  Steamboat  watering  place,  and  at 
other  wood  stations. 

One  o’clock,  P.  M.  Adjourned  to  meet  at  half  past  two. 


SAME  DAY,  2  1-2  o’clock,  P.  M. 

Committee  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Members  all  present. 
Henry  Brimner’s  testimony  continued. 

Cross  examined  by  Mr.  Cameron: 

It  was  supposed  to  be  owing  to  bad  roads  and  the  engines  getting 
out  of  order  by  running  off  the  track,  and  not  being  able  to  get  them 
repaired  in  time,  that  detentions  have  taken  place  during  winter.  De¬ 
tention  of  trains  has  been  frequently  caused  by  the  severity  of  the 
weather  freezing  up  the  water  in  the  pipes.  It  occurred  sometimes, 
that  engines  would  get  out  of  wood  and  water  between  stations,  and 
be  unable  to  proceed.  From  the  intersection  of  the  West  Chester 
road  eastward,  there  is  but  one  track;  the  engine  at  this  place  fre¬ 
quently  gets  out  of  wood  and  water  while  waiting  for  the  arrival  of 
others  going  eastward  from  the  Schuylkill  plane ;  since  the  bad  weather 
I  have  had  to  remain  out  all  night,  in  order  to  make  regular  trips ; 
sometimes  have  done  so  before.  So  far  as  I  was  a  witness,  I  have 
always  seen  a  disposition  to  forward  the  business  as  far  as  possible. 
I  left  the  road,  because  the  duties  of  State  agent  were  too  severe ;  and 
I  did  not  feel  myself  competent  to  discharge  them  for  the  compensa¬ 
tion. 

Questioned  by  Mr.  Hinchman. 

There  is  no  preventative  for  keeping  the  pipes  from  freezing  in  the 
engine.  The  nearest  stopping  place,  to  the  West  Chester  station,  is 
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at  Paoli,  on  this  side  the  steamboat  watering  place.  Sometimes  it 
occurs  during  a  trip  that  the  pipes  freeze,  and  the  engines  stop, 
when  we  get  straw  or  other  combustible  materials,  and  build  fire 
beneath,  which  will  thaw  it  out  in  a  short  time. 

The  difficulty  of  getting  pay  was  one  reason  for  my  leaving  the 
road.  When  I  called  on  Mr.  Cameron,  in  January,  for  pay,  his  re¬ 
ply  was,  that  the  cars  were  waiting  for  him,  and  he  was  going  to 
Parkesburg,  and  could  not  wait.  Mr.  Cameron  did  not  go  with  the 
cars.  I  saw  several  going  in,  and  after  some  time  I  found  him  in  the 
office  with  some  other  men,  settling  with  them.  Before  I  got  to  him, 
he  told  a  person  he  could  not  settle  any  mofe  accounts  to-day — he 
was  tired  and  fatigued ;  he  then  went  out  of  the  office,  and  I  did  not 
call  on  him  afterwards. 

H.  BRIMNER. 

I  i  v v 

Samuel  Johnson,  sworn: 

I  reside  in  Marietta.  Am  engaged  in  a  flour  business.  I  send  a 
good  deal  of  flour  to  Philadelphia.  Have  got  it  along  very  well  till 
within  a  month  past.  Have  sent  since  the  tenth  of  October,  4925  bis. 
While  the  canal  was  open  I  got  it  carried  for  37^  cts.  per  bl.  After 
closing  of  canal,  agreed  to  give  Mr.  Atkins  42  cents.  Day  before 
yesterday,  Mr.  A.  called  on  me,  and  said  he  could  not  carry  short  of 
50  cts.  per  bl.  Last  Thursday  and  Friday  week,  I  loaded  240  bis., 
which  was  8  or  9  days  on  the  road  to  Philadelphia.  Was  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  when  it  arrived  last  Saturday.  Never  had  any  as  long  on 
the  road  before.  It  was  never  more  than  two  or  three  days  going 
down  before.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  sending  ever  since  the  road 
was  built. 

Questioned  by  Mr.  Cameron. 

The  cars  containing  the  flour  I  sent,  were  loaded  on  Thursday  and 
Friday  of  week  before  last,  and  arrived  at  Philadelphia  on  the  15th, 
The  road  was  pretty  rough  when  I  went  down. 

SAMUEL  JOHNSON. 

John  Enney,  sworn: 

I  was  employed  on  this  road  on  the  11th  of  February,  1839,  as 
State  agent  for  a  burthen  train,  and  continued  until  the  18th  of  this 
month.  My  pay  was  $1  50  a  day.  We  got  along  last  spring  and 
summer  tolerably  well ;  towards  fall  the  roads  began  to  get  out  of 
order,  and  we  had  considerable  difficulty.  Seven  engines  were  very 
good,  some  not  so  good.  The  engine  I  had  in  Summer,  George  B. 
Porter,  was  very  good  until  she  burst  her  steam  pipe,  after  which  she 
was  not  able  to  haul  full  trains  on  account  of  the  accident.  Cannot 
say  how  long  she  was  used  after  the  accident.  Probably  two  or  three 
weeks  before  she  was  put  into  the  shop.  Engines  frequently  had  to 
stop  on  the  road  and  put  out  the  fire  to  repair.  Engineer  two  or  three 
times  applied  to  the  shop  to  get  her  repaired,  but  Mr.  Boon  refused. 


29 


When  in  order  she  would  carry  23  to  25  cars.  After  accident  not 
more  than  16.  Used  to  have  8,  10,  and  12  engines  on  the  road  good 
and  bad.  Have  seen  14.  Have  seen  the  shop  so  full  of  engines  that 
more  could  not  be  got  in.  Engines  were  not  employed  except  for 
transportation  and  passengers.  Have  seen  sometimes  five,  sometimes 
seven,  and  sometimes  not  more  than  three  going  each  way  in  a  day. 
The  heavy  rains  and  washes  caused  the  road  to  get  out  of  order  in 
the  fall.  The  reason  J  left  the  road  was,  that  I  could  not  get  my  pay 
regularly.  Two  months  pay  now  due.  Never  sold  any  accounts. 
Mr.  Myers,  collector  at  Parkesburg,  cashed  a  bill  for  me  but  gave  me 
the  full  amount.  Have  been  once  kept  out  of  my  pay  3^  months. 
Used  frequently  to  leave  my  accounts  with  Mr.  Hambright,  who  ad¬ 
vanced  me  money  upon  them.  I  was  on  the  road  or  canal,  in  differ¬ 
ent  capacities,  five  or  six  years  under  Wolf’s  administration.  Was 
paid  every  month.  Got  along  much  better  than  I  do  now.  The  en¬ 
gines  were  then  all  new  and  good. 

The  engines  bought  of  Dotter  &  Co.  Reading,  I  think  are  very 
light,  not  calculated  for  a  heavy  train.  Not  as  good  as  the  George  B. 
Porter.  The  George  B.  Porter,  was  built  by  Henry  R.  Campbell, 
Philadelphia.  The  Andrew  Jackson,  and  James  Buchanan,  were  also 
built  by  Campbell.  Are  very  good.  The  engine  called  Martin  Van 
Buren,  had  its  name  changed  to  Edward  S.  Hubley.  The  James 
Clark,  is  one  of  the  best  engines  on  the  road.  There  was  a  good 
deal  of  wood  at  several  stations  when  I  came  on  the  road.  I  know 
of  no  accidents  owing  to  negligence  of  officers  except  from  bad  en¬ 
gines.  The  conduct  of  officers  generally  good.  We  got  along  with 
some  quarrelling,  scolding,  and  swearing  at  each  other.  We  have 
went  from  Columbia  to  Philadelphia  in  six  hours,  and  from  that  on  to 
ten  hours.  I  knew  of  no  detentions,  except  arising  from  bad  weather, 
or  bad  engines. 

There  has  not  been  much  complaint  on  the  part  of  engineers.  Do 
not  know  how  many  engines  they  had  out  when  the  Canal  Commis¬ 
sioners  were  here;  there  were  a  good  many.  The  road  was  cleared 
that  day.  Have  seen  78  cars  at  different  places  on  the  road  in  one 
day  waiting  for  engines.  We  had  the  Crabb,  which  hauled  6,  7,  or  8 
cars,  and  could  not  take  any  more  along.  Do  not  know  of  any  other 
engines  as  deficient.  Several  engines  can  only  take  light  trains. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Cameron. 

The  accidents  generally  occurred  during  the  last  two  months.  It 
was  difficult  to  get  along  on  account  of  ice  and  bad  roads.  Have 
sometimes  found  it  difficult  to  get  along  with  a  good  engine.  Have 
known  but  two  or  three  accidents  in  January.  Those  not  serious. 
In  the  spring,  when  several  engines  have  started  at  one  time,  by  one 
getting  out  of  order  the  rest  would  be  detained.  The  Crabb  never 
pulled  16  cars  over  the  road  when  I  was  with  her.  I  went  over  the 
road  in  January,  more  than  six  times.  The  Crabb  left  her  train  at 
Parkesburg,  when  I  was  with  her. 


JOHN  ENNEY. 
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John  Corrigan,  sworn: 

I  live  in  Columbia;  am  a  transporter  of  merchandize;  have  been 
for  better  than  five  years;  am  generally  all  the  time  with  my  cars. 
Have  had  some  detentions.  Last  Friday  week  had  my  cars  loaded  at 
Henry  Kinzer’s,  and  have  not  been  able  to  get  them  of F  yet.  Des¬ 
patches  told  me  they  had  not  motive  power  to  get  them  off — there 
were  many  more  ahead  of  me;  do  not  know  how  many  were  ahead 
of  me  ;  saw  a  great  many  at  Dillerville,  should  suppose  60  or  70. 
Have  not  experienced  much  difficulty  until  within  the  last  two  or  three 
weeks.  The  road  is  pretty  bad  now.  I  think  it  has  been  better  this 
season  than  it  was  before  ;  better  last  fall  than  in  the  fall  of  1838.  1 

think  we  got  along  better  in  the  fall  of  1838  than  last  fall;  business 
was  more  brisk  last  fall  than  1838.  Generally,  in  1838,  we  used  to 
make  a  trip  to  Philadelphia  and  back  in  three  days;  last  fall  I  did  not 
make  a  trip  on  an  average  in  less  than  a  week,  that  is  since  the  first 
of  October.  I  have  employed  my  whole  time  for  the  last  eight  years 
in  transporting.  Have  met  more  difficulty  at  lower  end  of  plane  than 
any  other  part  of  the  road.  Generally,  J  take  mostly  lumber,  flour 
and  whiskey.  Do  not  haul  any  coal  for  the  use  of  the  State.  There 
nre  more  cars  at  the  lower  end  of  the  road  than  up  this  way. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Cameron. 

Have  been  principally  engaged  in  doing  a  way  business ;  have 
hauled  wood  for  the  State,  but  did  not  get  pay,  though  I  have  asked 
for  it  frequently.  My  cars  l  guess  went  down  the  road  this  morning. 
1  understood  they  went  from  Kinzers’  yesterday;  they  came  up  here 
yesterday  with  the  passengers.  They  have  been  at  Kinzers’  since  last 
Friday  week  ;  Mr.  K.  never  hired  my  cars  while  they  were  there.  1 
said  I  would  be  glad  if  Air.  Cameron  would  be  turned  out,  for  I  think 
the  road  would  be  better  managed.  There  is  $64  80  due  me  for 
hauling  wood  for  the  State,  from  the  basin  to  the  head  of  the  plane. 
{  have  been  engaged  occasionally  for  Mr.  Tustin  and  Mr.  Mosher, 
since  last  spring;  they  paid  when  I  asked  them.  They  owe  me  some, 
do  not  know  exactly  how  much. 

JOHN  CORRIGAN. 


William  Atkins,  affirmed: 

I  reside  in  this  place;  am  a  forwarding  merchant;  do  not  go  with 
the  cars;  forward  almost  every  article  carried  on  the  road,  except 
lumber.  We  got  along  very  well  last  season,  until  this  winter.  Had 
no  serious  difficulty  until  the  hard  freezing  weather  set  in,  since  that 
very  badiy.  It  takes  good  despatch  to  get  a  trip  in  three  days — four 
days  most  common ;  have  been  engaged  in  the  business  but  three  or 
lour  years;  have  been  as  long  as  ten  days  making  a  trip,  the  last  trip 
but  one;  our  own  cars  have  never  been  as  long  as  ten  days;  hired 
some  cars  the  week  before  last,  to  carry  flour  for  Mr.  Johnston;  the 
reason  for  asking  more  now  for  carrying  flour  is  partly  owing  to  the 
increased  length  of  time,  and  partly  because  there  is  no  back  freight. 
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l  have  sold  coal  to  the  road;  have  not  positively  fixed  a  price ;  it  was 
to  be  regulated  by  the  price  paid  to  O'Conner,  which  1  believe  was 
thirty-five  cents,  and  since  reduced  to  thirty-one  cents  per  bushel,  for 
Pittsburg  coah  I  sold  a  few  loads  of  Hollidaysburg  coal  for  twenty 
to  twenty-two  cents  per  bushel.  The  State  is  indebted  to  me  some¬ 
thing  like  $1,600  or  $1,700,  the  whole  bill  was  more;  some  time  in 
summer,  Mr.  Cameron  paid  me  $500  on  account.  Do  not  recollect 
exactly  when  the  account  accrued  ;  it  was  after  the  hurry  of  the  spring 
business  was  over,  when  we  brought  the  coal  rather  than  come  empty. 
I  have  called  on  Mr.  Cameron  for  pay  ;  he  assigned  that  the  State  had 
not  furnished  him  with  funds,  and  he  could  not  pay. 

I  think  there  are  not  too  many  persons  employed  as  officers  on  the 
public  works  in  this  vicinity;  in  the  forepart  of  the  season  there  were 
a  good  many — there  was  some  complaint  and  a  number  have  left. 

Questioned  by  Mr.  Cameron. 

The  only  receipt  I  gave  for  the  $500  was  in  a  little  hook. 

WM.  ATKINS, 


Abraham  Bruner,  affirmed : 

I  reside  here ;  am  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  coal  business ;  some¬ 
times  run  cars  between  this  and  Philadelphia,  but  generally  between 
this  and  the  gap  ;  sometimes  go  along  myself,  generally  keep  an  agent. 
Last  summer  we  got  along  about  as  well  as  usual;  of  late  we  have 
uot  got  along  at  all.  We  generally  make  a  trip  to  Bird-in-Hand,  nine¬ 
teen  miles  from  here,  in  summer  season  frequently  make  it  in  a  day — 
that  is,  dawn  and  back.  The  last  trip  it  took  us  from  the  7th  to  the 
13th  inclusive;  the  agent  got  tired  waiting  for  power,  and  came  down 
and  loaded  another  car — then  went  down  and  came  back  with  the 
cars  ;  since  that  we  have  been  on  the  road  to  Lancaster.  When  the 
road  was  first  opened,  we  have  made  two  trips  to  Philadelphia  and 
back  in  five  days,  loaded  at  each  end — have  never  done  this  since.  The 
usual  time  in  1838  was  three  days  for  a  trip;  in  1839,  I  do  not  know' 
that  we  have  made  a  trip  through  in  less  than  four  days;  the  cause 
assigned  is  want  of  motive  power ;  the  road  was  as  good  last  fall  as 
the  iail  before  ;  just  before  the  last  administration  went  out  there  was 
some  carelessness,  so  that  on  the  whole  the  road  was  perhaps  better 
this  year  than  that.  I  do  not  ask  more  for  carrying  to  Bird-in-Hand 
than  I  did  before — it  is  worth  more.  I  have  had  no  dealings  with  the 
Superintendent  of  Motive  Power.  I  think  from  my  own  observation, 
the  engineers  of  locomotives  this  vear,  are  not  as  good  as  those  or 
last  year — not  so  much  experienced ;  there  are  some  as  good  engineers 
as  1  ever  knew.  Do  not  know  that  any  are  now  ernploj-’ed  who  are 
of  intemperate  habits  ;  there  were  some  of  intemperate  habits.  Thev 
are  sometimes  careless,  or  trains  would  not  be  running  into  each  other, 
as  it  is  understood  there  is  a  State  agent  along  with  each  train,  whose 
duty  it  is  when  accident  occurs,  to  go  back  and  apprise  other  trains  of 


the  accident.  Such  accidents,  I  have  understood,  occurred  under  Mr. 
MehafFey ;  have  known  of  two  or  three  this  year. 

Questioned  by  Mr.  Cameron. 

My  cars  operate  mostly  to  Bird-in-Hand.  Do  not  know  that  it  is  the 
regulation  of  the  road  that  my  cars  are  left  to  bring  those  which  are 
to  go  through.  Have  made  no  complaint  to  the  Superintendent  this 
year  of  my  cars  being  left — did  sometime  last  year.  Have  known 
engines  to  pass  when  my  cars  could  have  been  taken,  but  were  not. 
Have  seen  as  many  as  forty  cars  at  Dillerville,  of  late,  waiting  for 
motive  power  to  take  them  along. 

Voluntary. 

I  think,  from  observation,  that  there  are  more  hands  on  the  road 
than  necessary.  Have  seen  as  many  as  three  or  four  State  agents 
with  one  train  of  cars.  I  think  mere  are  employed  by  the  supervisors 
than  necessary.  The  office  of  car-inspector,  I  never  considered  ne¬ 
cessary.  I  have  seen  inspectors  around — have  heard  them  complain 
some;  and  some  cars  in  consequence  have  been  left  off.  It  is  my  opin¬ 
ion  the  despatcher  could  discharge  the  duty  of  inspector. 

A.  BRUNER. 

six  o’clock,  p.  m. 

On  motion, 

Resolved ,  That  the  committee  adjourn  to  meet  at  half-past  seven. 

nALF-PAST  SEVEN  O’CLOCK,  P.  M. 

Committeee  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment — members  all  present. 

Christian  Haldeman,  affirmed : 

I  do  very  little  business  on  this  road.  Occasionally  send  a  little 
dour  down.  During  the  winter  season  it  always  went  along  very  well. 
The  early  part  of  this  winter  got  along  very  well.  Latterly  1  hav£ 
not  been  able  to  get  it  off,  the  road  being  out  of  order,  and  the  price 
too  high.  Mr.  Kauffelt  asked  me  42^  to  45.  He  had  carried  for  37^ 
cts.  per  barrel.  The  reason  assigned  for  not  taking  it  was,  that  the 
road  was  bad.  Have  no  recollection  that  the  price  was  raised  other  win¬ 
ters.  Have  been  in  the  habit  of  furnishing  wood  to  the  State,  delivering 
it  at  the  basin.  Delivered  considerable  early  last  spring  forty-eight 
cords,  or  thereabouts,  at  three  dollars  per  cord,  jdave  not  been  paid. 
Did  not  call  till  last  fall.  The  agent  then  took  the  bill  to  Lancaster 
and  got  it  certified.  About  two  weeks  ago  I  presented  it  to  Mr.  Came¬ 
ron.  He  stated  he  had  advanced  about  $20,000  to  the  Sate,  and  could 
not  pay  more.  Mr.  Hippie  inspected  the  wood  here,  on  behalf  of  the 
State.  I  have  been  up  and  down  the  road  occasionally.  The  State 
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agents  always  appeared  to  be  attentive.  Have  seen  Mr.  Cameron 
here  occasionally.  The  last  time  I  was  down  the  road  was  during 
the  great  snow  storm.  The  agents  were  then  attentive.  I  had  script 
from  Mitchell.  Got  my  pay  from  his  estate.  Have  seen  no  script 
since.  Never  bought  any  script. 

C.  HALDEMAN. 

Robert  S.  Reed,  sworn: 

1  came  to  this  place  6th  May,  1834.  Have  been  here  greater  part 
of  the  time;  doing  business,  partly  for  myself  and  partly  for  others, 
ever  since.  Doing  business  here  and  at  Philadelphia  for  Bolbridge. 
For  the  last  two  years  and  better,  I  haye  done  business  for  myself,  as 
forwarding  agent;  sending  produce  to  the  city  and  merchandize  back. 
My  transactions  last  season  were  pretty  heavy.  Got  along  pretty  well  ; 
with  less  cause  of  complaint  than  some  others  who  were  doing  less 
business.  From  Lancaster  I  could  always  make  a  trip  in  three  days 
to  Philadelphia,  and  bring  back  a  load.  Am  now  doing  business  here. 
My  trips  from  here  to  Philadelphia,  I  always  considered  doing  well,  if 
i  could  start  a  load  of  cars,  go  to  Philadelphia,  unload  and  load  up, 
and  get  back  the  night  of  the  fourth  day;  or  without  a  back  load,  in 
three  days.  On  the  5th  of  December,  1  determined  my  partnership 
business — since  that  have  done  business  from  here  to  Lancaster. — - 
Until  lately  could  make  five  trips  a  week.  Latterly  we  have  not  done 
so  well — make  about  four  trips.  At  this  time  last  year,  I  was  doing 
a  tolerably  heavy  business.  Had  twenty  cars  of  our  own  at  work, 
and  hired  eight  from  Leech’s  line,  all  which  we  kept  constantly  going. 
If  any  thing  I  think  we  had  worse  difficulty  then  than  now.  Five  cars 
were  broken,  which  cost  from  $100  to  $200  to  put  in  order.  Lost  flour 
for  which  I  paid  forty  dollars.  One  of  the  cars  broke  through  the 
track.  The  motive  po\yer  was  under  Mr.  Cameron.  Mr.  Collins  was 
supervisor.  Do  not  usually  travel  with  the  cars.  I  went  down  as 
soon  as  I  heard  of  the  accident.  Never  went  along  with  the  cars.  I 
also  met  with  another  accident  which  the  Commonwealth  allowed  me 
for,  but  the  claim  has  never  been  paid.  It  was  at  Mall’s  bridge.  A 
train  ran  into  the  train  to  which  our  cars  were  attached,  which  had 
stopped  on  the  road,  by  reason  of  the  engine  being  out  of  order.  The 
claim  for  damage  allowed  was  $600. 

The  Canal  Commissioners  gave  an  order  on  the  Supervisor  of  the 
road  for  the  amount  of  this,  who  has  never  paid  it.  The  accident 
occurred  in  spring,  1839;  the  Legislature  at  adjourned  session,  pass¬ 
ed  an  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  this,  with  other  claims  for  dama¬ 
ges,  The  damage  occurred  from  the  State  agent  neglecting  to  give 
notice  to  the  following  trains.  My  late  partner  has  this  claim — I  never 
applied  for  any  remuneration  for  the  damage  done  to  the  cars  broke 
at  Parkesburg.  I  had  a  very  high  opinion  of  the  engineers  employer] 
by  Mr.  Mehaffey — some  are  now  on  the  road ;  these  are  called  very 
line  men.  I  think  all  the  engineers  are  very  good. 

I  think  the  road  is  better  now.  than  in  any  preceding  spring— better 


than  last  spring.  I  have  an  interest  in  grading  a  section  of  road' 
round  the  depot.  Mr.  Wilson  and  myself  received  the  contract  from 
Odell  and  Caton,  who  were  the  original  contractors,  and  received  the 
contract  from  Mr.  Russell,  Supervisor.  1  do  not  know  any  thing  of 
hands  selling  claims ;  had  no  accounts  presented  to  me  for  sale. 
Nearly  all  the  heavy  transporters  are  now  off  the  road,  thougli  there 
is  now  heavier  business  doing  on  the  road  than  at  this  season  of  the 
year  any  time  before  but  once — I  have  got  fifty-six  cents  per  barrel 
for  carrying  flour  before.  Small  transporters  try  to  make  up  by  in¬ 
creased  price  in  winter,  in  consequence  of  large  ones  being  off.  I 
thought  last  summer  and  last  spring  there  were  more  hands  employed 
than  should  have  been  ;  one  car  inspector  that  [  thought  was  not  want¬ 
ed.  That  office  1  always  thought  was  not  necessary.  One  burden 
car  agent  to  each  train  I  think  is  necessary,  to  give  notice  to  trains 
coming  up,  and  for  other  purposes.  Never  knew  an  agent  to  be  dis¬ 
charged  forthwith — have  known  them  discharged  after  four  or  five 
days.  1  have  known  Mr.  Cameron  for  some  time — I  think  he  may 
have  managed  the  business  as  well  as  most  of  them  could  have  done, 
having  the  same  experience.  There  are  two  supervisors  more  on  the 
road  than  there  were  formerly.  I  should  suppose  if  one  could  do  the 
business  formerly,  one  might  do  it  now.  The  office  of  wood  inspector 
is  entirely  new  to  me.  Up  to  the  5th  of  December,  1  believe  the  busi¬ 
ness  was  managed  as  well  as  formerly — since  that,  1  could  not  judge. 
The  motive  power  was  formerly  five  mills  per  thousand  pounds  per 
mile — lor  the  last  two  years  it  has  been  six  mills.  Do  not  know  what 
change  has  been  made  in  the  rates  of  tolls  for  motive  power. 

RGB’T.  S.  REED.  > 

Stephen  Smith,  affirmed: 

1  reside  in  Columbia— -am  engaged  in  the  lumber  business:  flour, 
salt,  plaster,  and  coal.  Have  a  dozen  cars  on  the  road — have  been 
employed  in  this  business  ever  since  the  road  was  made — have  got 
along  the  last  year  about  as  well  as  formerly — have  generally  made 
trips  to  Philadelphia  and  back  in  three  days ;  sometimes  it  has  taken 
four — latterly  I  have  been  from  eight  to  ten  days.  The  cause  assign¬ 
ed  to  me  was  the  state  of  the  road,  and  want  of  motive  power.  Last 
Saturday  I  passed  at  Bird-in- Hand  forty  to  sixty  cars — about  the 
same  at  Dillerville — two  at  Kinzer’s,  and  about  a  dozen  at  Lancaster 
— at  Witmer’s  17,  four  of  which  were  mine.  The  reason  assigned 
was  want  of  motive  power — the  agents  and  owners  of  cars  assigned 
this.  On  Monday  1  returned  and  did  not  see  twenty  cars  standing  on 
the  whole  road.  I  first  experienced  this  difficulty  about  a  month  ago 
— cannot  say  whether  I  have  since  got  along  as  well  as  I  did  at  this 
time  last  year.  The  State  owes  me  $401)  or  $500 — a  part  has  been 
due  about  a  year;  about  $160  for  lumber  and  coal  for  motive  power 
— the  balance  for  hauling.  Part  of  the  bill  for  the  motive  power  has 
not  been  got  over  two  months.  The  coal  1  sold  for  $3  75  per  ton — 
it  is  anthracite  coni — I  bought  it  from  different  men'.  The  coal  bill 
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was  the  first — this  I  presented  for  payment.  The  coal  was  bought  by 
Mr.  Cameron — the  lumber  by  Mr.  Boone.  The  hauling  was  done 
about  two  months  ago.  Coal  in  town  at  wholesale  is  $3  75 — at  retail 
$4  25.  Never  was  present  when  any  difficulty  took  place  between 
cars  and  locomotives.  Have  had  two  cars  broken  this  year — four 
last  year — many  others  before  ;  pretty  much  all  have  been  broken  by 
agent  not  going  buck  to  give  notice.  Never  applied  for  damage — 
never  bought  any  script — don’t  know  of  any  being  sold.  Do  not  con¬ 
sider  a  car  inspector  a  necessary  agent — never  saw  but  two  cars 
stopped  in  Columbia  by  order  of  the  inspectors;  a  bad  car  in  a  train 
might  do  great  damage.  The  despatcher  could  do  the  business  as 
well  as  the  inspector.  Have  known  cars  run  on  the  road  that  were 
not  fit  to  run — have  run  such  myself;  got  them  passed  by  inspector 
because  he  did  not  know  better.  They  have  a  good  inspector  in  Lan¬ 
caster,  who  I  think  is  competent.  The  reason  assigned  for  non-pay¬ 
ment  of  my  bill  lor  coal  was  want  of  funds. 

S.  SMITH. 

Quarter  past  9  P.  M. 

On  motion, 

Committee  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  9  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Thursday  Morning,  ^ 

February  20,  1840.  $ 

Subpcena  issued  to  Henry  Brenneman,  Jacob  Strickler,  Richard  E. 
Cochran,  to  appear  belbre  the  committee,  at  this  place,  at  10  o’clock, 

A.  M. 

9  o’clock,  A.  M. 

Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Members  all  present. 
Richard  E.  Cochran,  sworn: 


I  am  President  of  a  Savings  Institution  in  this  place.  It  has  one 
discount  day  in  a  week,  Monday.  Seven  directors  manage  its  affairs. 
The  treasurer  is  authorized  to  make  discounts  at  any  time,  and  submit 
them  to  directors  at  next  meeting.  I  have  not  seen  Brimner’s  bill  at 
any  time.  The  Institution  is  incorporated.  The  usual  practice  is  to 
charge  a  bonus  for  collection,  the  rate  of  discount  calculated  at  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  with  a  charge  for  premium  according  to  circum¬ 
stances.  The  Institution  is  a  small  one,  commenced  in  April  last;  in. 
consequence,  the  directors  have  not  been  punctual  in  meeting,  so  that 
perhaps  for  three  months,  Mr.  Patten  has  had  the  whole  management. 
Two  weeks  ago  last  Monday,  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  directors, 
when  all  bills  were  presented  that  had  not  been  paid.  No  meeting  be¬ 
fore  since  last  December.  Have  no  recollection  of  seeing  the  bill  of 
Mr.  Brimner.  The  Institution  issues  no  notes.  Have  no  knowledge 
of  how  the  road  is  managed.  My  general  impression  has  been,  that 
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more  hands  were  employed  than  necessary;  more  than  formerly; 
principally  lower  grade.  It  has  been  my  opinion,  that  at  all  times, 
more  than  necessary  were  employed.  The  office  of  Inspector  of  cars 
I  thought  unnecessary.  Inspector  of  wood,  I  thought  unnecessary. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Savings  Institution,  the  directors  met 
regularly.  Then  Mr.  Patten  submitted  many  bills  for  wood,  &c.  fur¬ 
nished  the  railroad.  I  think  Mr.  Brimner’s  bill  was  done,  for  the  use 
of  the  Institution.  It  is  designed  principally  for  hands  on  the  road. 

R.  E.  COCHRAN. 

* 

Willi  am  Hasson,  sworn: 

i  reside  in  this  town;  keep  a  store;  have  resided  here  five  years. 
I  have  never  found  any  difficulty  in  getting  along  with  business  on  the 
road;  being  almost  every  month,  mostly  in  fall  and  spring.  Some 
■scripts  have  been  offered  me.  I  have  some.  Took  them  as  cash. 
Two  for  months  of  September  and  October.  One  is  $45,  the  other  I 
think  about  $60.  Others  were  offered  me  at  a  discount,  since  Mr. 
Cameron  came  into  office.  Was  never  offered  any  under  Mr.  Me- 
Iiaffey.  One  was  offered  me  about  a  month  ago  at  a  small  discount. 
By  the  term  script,  I  mean  monthly  accounts.  Mr.  Cameron  said  he 
would  pay  the  men  who  earned  it,  sooner  than  those  who  bought  ac¬ 
counts  at  discount.  The  State  owes  me  about  $400,  part  for  motive 
power,  and  some  for  the  supervisors;  the  latter  but  little.  Some  of  it 
has  been  due  about,  four  months.  In  this  sum  I  include  the  accounts 
1  have  bought.  The  amount  for  motive  power  is  near  $400.  I 
have  no  cars  on  the  road.  I  am  not  a  stockholder  in  the  Savings  In¬ 
stitution. 

JOHN  HASSON. 

John  Jenks,  affirmed: 

I  reside  here.  Have  been  engaged  for  the  last  year  partly  in  run- 
rung  stationary  engine  at  inclined  plane,  and  partly  as  rigger  and  car 
inspector.  Pay  $1  59  a  day.  The  first  few  months  I  was  paid 
regularly  at  the  end  of  the  month.  Have  not  been  paid  by  Mr. 
Cameron,  or  his  clerk,  since  August.  Have  sold  my  scripts  for  Sep¬ 
tember  and  October,  to  Mr.  Patten.  The  account  for  September,  $45. 
October,  $40  50.  Sold  both  bills  at  once.  Mr.  P.,  charged  me  two 
pier  cent,  discount  from  the  face  of  the  accounts.  He  charged  me 
nigh  $2  00.  He  said  he  paid  for  them  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
Savings  Institution.  Mr.  P.  told  me  yesterday,  he  had  to  wait  five 
months  from  the  dates  of  the  bills  for  his  pay.  I  have  not  received 
my  accounts  for  January  and  February.  Mr.  Patten  would  not  buy 
any  more.  George  Scott,  instructed  me  where  I  could  get  them  dis¬ 
counted.  I  had  not  asked  Mr.  Cameron  for  pay.  I  asked  his  clerk 
who  said  he  had  no  money.  I  commenced  on  this  road  August  14thy 
1833,  and  have  been  on  it  ever  since.  •  First  as  a  machinist,  i  have 
been  engaged  as  rigger  September  22d,  1 834,  and  have  continued  as 
such,  ever  since.  I  was  first  authorized  by  Mr.  Gay,  to  inspect  cars; 
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to  see  if  the  wheels,  &c.,  were  sound  and  had  bumpers  on.  When  l 
first  commenced  on  the  road,  was  paid  punctually  when  they  had  any 
funds.  In  the  latter  part  of  Wolfs  administration,  they  had  no  funds. 
Under  Ritner’s  administration,  and  since,  I  was  paid  punctually  until 
August.  I  served  five  years  as  a  machinist.  As  far  as  I  could  judge 
of  motive  power,  I  have  seen  some  mornings  the  engine  not  in  good 
repair.  Could  give  no  reason  other  than  neglect  of  those  in  charge 
of  them.  Have  seen  water  running  out  of  the  flues.  Then  they" 
could  not  be  in  good  order.  Have  generally  minded  my  own  business. 
The  coal  generally  came  from  the  canal  basins.  I  do  not  know  from 
whom  it  was  purchased,  except  some  from  Mr.  (FConner.  The  car 
inspector  can  be  dispensed  with.  They  had  one  here,  but  I  did  the 
duty,  and  he  got  the  pay.  I  get  no  additional  pay  for  inspecting  cars. 

I  am  still  in  the  employ  of  the  State. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Cameron: 

Under  Governor  Wolf’s  administration,  some  men  were  unpaid 
three  months,  and  some  four  months,  and  some  five  and  six  months. 
That  was  in  1835.  Since  Mr.  Cameron  has  been  in  office  until  this 
winter,  the  business  was  well  conducted  and  got  along  well.  There 
is  no  more  detention  at  the  plane  since  Mr.  Cameron  came  in  than 
there  was  before.  I  always  take  a  pride  in  doing  my  duty. 

Questioned  by  Mr.  Hinchman  : 

I  have  seen  agents  of  the  burden  trains  when  they  come  to  the  depot. 
I  have  always  found  more  agents  than  seemed  necessary.  I  don’t 
think  a  great  many  of  the  engineers  of  locomotives  are  capable. 

JOHN  JENKS. 

William  Russell,  sworn: 

I  have  not  been  in  a  situation  during  the  last  year  to  know  how  the 
business  on  the  road  has  been  managed.  Have  not  done  any  busi¬ 
ness  on  the  road  this  year.  I  was  appointed  superintendent  of  con¬ 
struction,  supervisor  and  superintendent  of  the  road  to  avoid  inclined 
plane.  As  superintendent  of  construction,  and  supervisor,  I  received 
$3  a  day.  When  I  was  appointed  superintendent  of  road  to  avoid 
inclined  plane,  my  pay  was  increased  to  $3  50  a  day.  I  managed 
the  road  to  Philadelphia.  In  July,  1836,  I  was  appointed  in  place  of 
Mr.  J.  W.  Patten,  who  had  charge  of  the  first  forty  miles,  and  after¬ 
wards  for  the  whole  road.  I  divided  the  road  into  twelve  sections 
and  had  a  foreman  on  each  section.  I  paid  each  foreman  $1  50  a 
day.  When  hands  were  to  be  employed,  they  consulted  me  and  1 
hired  the  hands.  Through  summer  months  I  paid  hands  $1  a  day. 
From  1st  October,  to  1st  April,  I  paid  87^  cents.  There  were  two 
supervisors  on  the  road  when  I  was  first  appointed.  It  was  an  ardu¬ 
ous  duty  to  perform  for  one.  I  thought  too  much  for  one.  Mr. 
Vogle  was  the  supervisor  at  the  lower  end,  who  was  discharged  when 
I  was  put  in  charge  of  the  whole.  I  am  now  engaged  in  the  Colum¬ 
bia  Bridge  Bank.  We  had  a  car  inspector,  when  I  was  in  office.  I 
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consider  the  office  one  of  the  most  important  on  the  road  if  properly 
attended  to  and  by  competent  persons.  The  duties  might  be  per¬ 
formed  by  other  persons. 

W.  RUSSELL. 

Jacob  Strickler,  affirmed : 

I  know  nothing  about  the  management  of  the  road ;  have  done  no 
business  on  it  for  the  last  year.  We  have  a  claim  against  the  State 
of  about  82,000,  for  sawing.  It  was  for  timber;  furnished  to  the 
supervisor;  delivered  at  the  foot  of  the  inclined  plane.  We  have  fre¬ 
quently  applied  to  those  who  appeared  to  be  in  charge;  formerly,  the 
supervisor  used  to  call  and  pay  us.  Mr.  Collins  had  a  part  and  Mr. 
Mosher  a  part.  Mr.  Collins  called  and  got  the  bill,  and  thanked  us 
for  our  indulgence. 

JACOB  STRICKLER. 

Joshua  J.  Gault,  sworn: 

I  reside  in  Columbia.  I  have  been  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
Commonwealth  for  about  a  year,  as  attacher  or  telegraph,  at  the  foot 
of  the  inclined  plane.  I  get  $1  25  a  day.  Have  a  bill  in  my  posses¬ 
sion  which  is  unpaid ;  for  the  last  month  I  have  not  made  the  bill.  I 
gave  a  bill  for  November,  to  Henry  Musser  for  merchandize.  I  sold 
two  bills  to  Mr.  Patten,  for  September  and  October.  I  was  sitting  in 
at  Mr.  Boggs’  and  complained  of  the  want  of  money.  Mr.  Samuel 
Read  thought  I  could  perhaps  get  it  from  the  Savings  Institution. 
Mr.  P.  is  treasurer ;  he  was  in  the  room  at  the  time.  I  asked  Mr.  P„ 
if  he  would  cash  those  bills  for  me  at  a  small  discount.  He  told  me 
he  would  do  it  for  two  per  cent.,  or  for  the  8100,  or  at  that  rate;  I 
closed  with  the  offer.  I  thought  the  ready  money  was  worth  more 
than  the  discount.  He  gave  me  a  part  of  the  money  then,  at  his 
office.  I  think  the  bills  have  since  been  paid  to  Mr.  Patten.  I  after¬ 
wards  went  and  got  the  balance  of  the  money.  Mr.  P.  stated  to  me, 
that  he  bought  the  bills  with  funds  of  the  Savings  Institution.  Major 
Brimner  sold  one ;  Esquire  Kleinfelter  sold  one  or  two.  I  was  paid 
well  until  in  the  fall.  Mr.  Broome  came  al'ongwith  cash  to  pay  the 
bills  longest  due.  Said  Mr.  Cameron  was  displeased  to  have  the  men 
sell  the  bills.  Do  not  recollect  but  of  one  trifling  accident  at  the  plane, 
since  I  have  been  on  the  road.  I  have  known  the  engines  to  get  off 
the  track,  and  take  the  passenger  cars  with  them.  In  one  case,  about 
four  miles  from  here,  it  ran  off  into  a  field ;  it  was  in  the  winter,  there 
had  been  rain  and  it  froze ;  the  inside  of  the  track  filled  up. 

JOSHUA  J.  GAULT. 

John  Cooper,,  affirmed: 

I  reside  in  this  place,  and  am  in  the  lumber  business.  Do  some 
hauling  on  the  road.  Last  spring,  summer  and  fall,  got  along  very 
well  with  my  cars.  Towards  the  setting  in  of  the  winter,  I  hauled  off 
my  cars  from  this  place,  and  sent  them  down  to  Wm.  Haslan,  ati 
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Penningtonville,  who  is  a  partner  of  mine.  He  had  used  them  in 
hauling  produce  there.  I  think  on  the  8th  of  this  month  I  commenced 
hauling  here  again.  It  occupied  six  or  seven  days  to  make  one  trip 
to  Bird-in-Hand,  for  want  of  motive  engines.  The  agent  waited  there 
one  day;  could  not  get  off,  and  came  home ;  I  think  left  word  to  have 
them  sent  home.  We  loaded  another  pair  here,  and  waited  for  them 
to  come  up,  so  that  we  made  but  two  trips  in  ten  or  twelve  days. 
Evening  before  last  one  pair  come  here,  we  loaded  them  up  yesterday 
morning;  went  to  Penningtonville  and  back  yesterday.  I  frequently 
pass  over  the  road  myself.  I  think  the  road  since  1st  of  February, 
in  1839,  to  the  close  of  season,  about  the  same  it  was  the  same  time 
the  preceding  year.  Henry  Haldeman  and  myself  hold  an  estimate 
against  the  State  for  near  $4,900,  for  the  erection  of  the  depot.  It 
was  given  in  January  or  February,  1839  ;  it  has  been  due  since  that 
time.  Two  or  three  weeks  ago,  I  thought  we  were  unnecessarily 
detained  at  Lancaster.  Since  the  new  arrangement  at  Dillerville,  I 
have  thought  the  arrangements  did  not  get  along  as  well  as  before.  I 
understood  the  estimate  referred  to,  was  a  final  estimate,  but  have 
since  been  informed  there  was  ahother.  This  estimate  belongs  to  the 
supervisor’s  department. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Cameron. 

I  think  there  has  been  an  unusual  amount  of  business  done  to  and 
from  Bird-in-Hand,  this  winter. 


JOHN  COOPER. 


Paul  Hamilton,  sworn: 

I  reside  in  this  place.  Am  agent  for  the  railroad  company — the 
Pioneer  or  passenger  company.  I  know  nothing  about  the  condition 
,of  the  road.  We  get  along  about  as  well  as  formerly,  in  getting  our 
cars  off.  I  used  to  go  on  the  road  during  Ritner’s  administration.  In 
the  fall  I  went  to  Philadelphia.  The  road  was  then  in  as  good  order 
as  at  other  years.  I  think  there  has  been,  of  late,  a  lack  of  motive 
power.  I  think  it  is  owing  to  the  road  being  in  bad  order  the  engines 
get  broke.  I  think  this  has  been  a  worse  season  than  for  three  years 
before,  at  this  season.  Since  the  first  of  February,  1839,  the  arrivals 
of  cars  have  been  as  regular  as  they  were  before,  until  the  last  three 
weeks;  since  this  they  have  not  been  so  regular,  owing  to  the  bad 
condition  of  the  road.  We  have  always  had  our  cars  got  off,  except 
about  ten  days  ago,  when  the  mail  was  detained  here  about  four  hours. 
This  was  owing  to  the  cars  running  off  the  road  while  coming  up,  so 
that  an  engine  could  not  get  here  in  time.  The  first  engine  that  came 
was  started  back  immediately.  It  is  about  a  month  since  I  was  down 
to  Philadelphia.  I  judge  of  the  condition  of  the  road  from  the  frost 
coming  out,  and  the  cars  running  off,  so  that  they  did  not  arrive  regu¬ 
larly. 


P-  HAMILTON. 


John  Bingham,  sworn: 

I  live  in  Philadelphia.  Have  been  engaged  in  transportation  on 
this  road — in  1836,  ’37  and  ’38,  in  Despatch  line ;  in  1839,  had  a  line 
of  our  own.  I  was  not  with  the  cars.  We  have  been  doing  a  large 
business.  Trips  vary — sometimes  we  can  make  them  in  three' days  ; 
sometimes  it  takes  four. 

[Mr.  B.  exhibited  his  book,  showing  date  of  manifest  here,  and  of 
their  arrival  in  Philadelphia.  The  custom  is,  to  date  the  manifest 
when  the  car  is  loaded.  It  is  usual  then  to  take  the  cars  to  the  head 
of  the  plane,  where  they  remain  over  night;  start  the  next  morning, 
and  arrive  at  the  Philadelphia  plain  that  night.] 

On  the  27th  of  March,  we  started  sixteen  cars  from  Columbia,  in 
four  trains.  They  arrived  at  Philadelphia  on  the  29th.  On  the  28th 
four  more  trains,  sixteen  cars,  started,  and  arrived  on  the  30th.  A 
manifest  of  three  trains,  dated  29th  of  March,  arrived  in  Philadelphia 
on  the  1st  of  April.  Three  trains,  dated  30th  of  March,  arrived  in 
Philadelphia  on  the  4th  of  April. 

May  1st,  eighteen  cars  cleared  at  Columbia,  and  arrived  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  on  the  3d  of  May. 

June  17th,  a  train  started,  and  arrived  at  Philadelphia  on  the  19th. 

June  29th,  cleared  several  trains,  which  arrived  2d  of  July. 

November  2d,  four  trains  of  cars  cleared  here,  and  arrived  at  Phi¬ 
ladelphia  on  the  6th. 

November  7th,  four  trains  cleared,  and  arrived  on  the  9th. 

In  Philadelphia  we  load  cars  in  the  afternoon,  date  the  manifest  and 
send  them  to  weigh  scales,  where  they  remain  to  next  morning.  I 
think  they  are  to  the  third,  or  morning  of  the  fourth  day,  from  the 
date  of  the  manifest,  in  arriving  at  the  ware-house  at  Columbia.  For 
the  last  four  years,  the  average  of  a  trip  from  Philadelphia  to  Colum¬ 
bia  and  back,  is  about  five  days.  Instances  have  been,  when  it  took 
eight  days  to  make  the  trip. 

Dec.  6th,  cars  started  from  Columbia,  and  arrived  in  Philadelphia 
on  the  9th. 


Dec.  7th,  cars 

started, 

and  arrived  on  the 

11th  at . 

Philadelphia. 

Dec.  26th, 

do 

do 

do 

28th 

do 

Dec.  24th, 

do 

do 

do 

30th 

do 

Jan.  1st, 

do 

do 

do 

3d 

do 

Jan.  2d, 

do 

do 

do 

4th 

do 

Jan.  6th, 

do 

do 

do 

9th 

do 

Feb.  10th, 

do 

do 

do 

15th 

do 

[Mr.  B.  exhibited  to  the  committee  manifests,  dated  Elisabethtown, 
Dec.  26,  1839,  which  arrived  at  Philadelphia  on  the  28th,  1840.] 
One  dated  January  6,  1840,  which  arrived  Jan.  9th,  at  Philadelphia. 
One  do  14,  do  do  15th,  at  do 

One  do  21,  do  do  25th,  at  do 

One  do  Feb.  4,  do  Feb.  10th  at  do 

One  manifest  dated  Chambersburg,  January  7,  which  arrived  a* 
Philadelphia  January  11th. 
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One  per  nine  cars,  dated  Columbia,  4th  February,  1840,.  which  ar¬ 
rived  on  the  6th  February  at  Philadelphia. 

One  from  Lancaster,  dated  January  7th,  which  arrived  on  the  9th 
at  Philadelphia. 

One  from  Mount  Joy,  dated  January  31st,  which  arrived  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  on  the  12th  of  February. 

The  agents  told  us  the  road  was  a  great  deal  worse  this  week 
than  formerly — that  seven  engines  had  run  off  in  one  day,  and 
consequently  became  damaged,  so  that  they  had  to  be  taken  to  the 
shop.  The  despatcher  alleged  that  in  the  fall  the  house  burnt  down, 
and  consequently  things  had  become  much  deranged.  During  the 
cold  weather,  it  was  frequently  the  case  that  engines  could  not  run 
more  than  twenty  miles  before  the  pipes  would  freeze  up. 

I  think  if  both  planes  were  avoided,  two  days  would  be  saved  in  ma¬ 
king  a  trip  from  Philadelphia  to  Columbia  and  back.  I  think  the  road 
can  never  be  managed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people  on  the  road,  so 
long  as  the  inclined  planes  are  on  it.  If  the  planes  were  avoided,  half 
the  cars  would  do  the  business. 

When  the  road  broke  up  last  year,  it  was  in  a  bad  condition ;  but  l 
think  it  broke  up  later  than  it  did  this  year.  I  have  a  claim  agairfSfc 
the  State  of  about  $400  for  coal.  For  bituminous  coal,  I  made  a  bill 
at  22  cents — for  lump  coal,  selected  from  Allegheny  coal,  38  cents. 

We  stopped  carrying  flour  for  37|  cents,  and  got  45  cents.  The 
reason  we  raised  on  the  price  was,  that  we  got  no  freight  up.  We 
would  rather  carry  down  for  37^  cents  when  we  have  a  load  up,  than 
for  47^  when  we  go  up  empty.  I  think  there  is  a  good  deal  less 
merchandize  going  west  this  winter  than  there  was  at  this  time  last 
year.  My  opinion  is,  if  Mr.  Cameron  done  any  thing  wrong  the  week 
there  was  so  much  detention,  it  was  in  putting  burden  cars  on  the  road. 
Had  I  been  Superintendent,  I  think  I  wrould  not  have  put  a  burden  car 
on  the  road.  The  roads  are  soft,  and  the  blocks  spread  for  want  of 
ties.  The  difficulty  may  be  remedied  by  putting  down  cross-ties.  I 
never  knew  the  burden  trains  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  road,  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  its  bad  condition. 

Questioned  by  Mr.  Cameron. 

My  opinion  is,  that  the  business  of  the  Superintendent  of  Motive 
Power  has  been  as.  well  conducted  in  1839,  as  it  was  in  1838. 

We  had  one  train  of  cars  run  into  this  year — damage  about  $130  ; 
1  have  not  been  paid,  but  expect  to  make  a  claim.  The  damage  was 
by  a  locomotive  running  into  our  car,  the  hindermost  of  the  train. 
We  had  cars  broken  twice  by  other  cars  running  down  the  Schuylkill 
inclined  plane,  while  ours  were  standing  below — damage  in  these 
cases  about  $600  or  $800.  I  have  made  application  to  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  to  have  them  pass  a  law  authorizing  the  Canal  Commissioners  to 
investigate  the  case.  I  have  known  one  or  two  other  accidents  hap- 
penning  to  cars.  Our  repairs  in  1836  for  twenty  cars  of  our  own,  on 
the  Columbia  road,  were  about  $700;  in  1837,  on  twenty-five  cars, 
it  was  over  $1,000;  in  1838,  on  thirty  cars,  about  $1,400;  in  1839, 
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about  $800  on  thirty  cars.  There  has  been  considerable  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  construction  of  cars ;  they  are  stronger  than  they  were. 

JOHN  BINGHAM. 

Henry  Brenneman,  sworn : 

I  am  in  the  mercantile  business  here;  I  have  no  cars ;  have  got 
along  pretty  well  until  the  last  month.  Goods  generally  come  to  me 
in  a  few  days  after  they  get  into  the  commission  house  in  Philadel¬ 
phia.  I  have  Mr.  Maxwell’s  receipt  for  goods  received  in  his  store 
house,  Philadelphia,  on  the  12th;  I  don’t  know  of  a  case  of  over  a 
week  after  getting  a  receipt  before  I  get  the  goods — generally  in  three 
or  four  days.  I  have  been  over  the  road  within  the  last  month  ;  came 
up  in  the  night ;  got  along  very  well ;  slept  most  of  the  way.  I  never 
bought  any  accounts — have  had  them  offered  to  me ;  was  offered  one 
of  $43,  for  $20,  to  apply  on  account  ;  I  wished  to  have  nothing,  to  do 
with  it;  considered  the  person  not  able  to  lose  it ;  it  was  Mr.  Jenks 
offered  the  account ;  it  was  yesterday  ;  I  did  not  see  the  account ;  no 
reason  was  assigned,  I  thought  he  was  in  earnest ;  1  have  been  offered 
others  at  a  discount.  Mr.  Feichthorn  offered  one — said  he  would 
make  a  good  discount. 

I  think  there  are  a  sufficient  quantity  of  hands  employed  on  the 
road.  It  was  managed  with  fewer  hands  under  former  administra¬ 
tions. 

I  get  goods  from  Baltimore;  have  bought  them  there  on  Monday 
and  received  them  here  on  Wednesday.  During  the  last  year  have 
brought  groceries  principally  from  Baltimore  ;  pay  thirty-five  to  thirty- 
seven  cents  per  hundred  from  Baltimore;  thirty-one  to  thirty-seven 
from  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Corrigan  has  generally  carried  for  me  from  Philadelphia.  Mr. 
Clayborn,  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Reed  have  brought  for  me.  They  have 
all  been  very  prompt  as  carriers.  I  have  known  no  detention  until 
within  the  last  month. 

H.  BRENNEMAN. 

Mr.  Bingham,  recalled : 

On  Saturday  after  3  o’clock  P.  M.,  we  started  a  train  of  cars  from 
Philadelphia — they  arrived  here  and  one  of  them  started  back  yester¬ 
day  morning.  The  business  has  got  along  better  within  the  last  week 
than  it  did  in  the  early  part  of  the  month. 

JOHN  BINGHAM. 

Ten  minutes  before  two  o’clock  P.  M.,  Committee  adjourned  to 
meet  at  half-past  two. 

Half-past  two  o’clock  P.  M. 

Committee  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Joseph  Mosher,  Supervisor,  &c.,  presented  statement  marked  A 


addressed  to  Chairman  of  the  Committee.  He  also  exhibited  con¬ 
tracts  entered  into  for  work. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Helffenstein,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  when  the  committee  adjourns,  they  will  adjourn  to 
meet  at  Mr.  Michael’s,  in  Lancaster,  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o’clock. 
On  motion,  adjourned. 


Friday  Morning, 

February  21,  9  o’clock. 

Committee  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  the  house  of  John 
Michael,  in  the  city  of  Lancaster. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  will  now  proceed  to  the  examination 
of  the  road,  engines,  water  tanks,  &c.,  between  Lancaster  and  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

J.  Clements  Stocker,  engineer,  being  employed,  pursuant  to  a  reso¬ 
lution  of  the  committee,  adopted  February  18,  was  sworn,  by  the 
chairman,  to  discharge  the  duties  for  which  he  had  been  employed, 
with  fidelity. 


(B.) 

Monday  Morring,  } 

Februnry  24,  1840.  ^ 

Committee  met  at  the  Merchant’s  Hotel,  in  Fourth  street,  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia ;  present,  Messrs.  Nill,  Hinchman,  Helffenstein, 
Herr,  and  Love.  On  motion,  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  West  Chester 
House,  in  Broad  street,  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M.,  this  morning. 

Issued  subpoenas  to  Jamus  L.  Neiler,  Thomas  Logan,  and  John 
Lewis,  to  appear  before  said  committee  at  the  West  Chester  House 
aforesaid,  at  10  o’clock  this  morning. 

Issued  subpoenas  to  Jacob  Duck,  John  S.  Cash,  Henry  R.  Campbell, 
J.  R.  Hassinger,  Peter  Wager,  William  Blackburn,  Charles  B.  Deal, 
Levi  Lukins,  Geo.  Emerick,  Samuel  Lee,  Jacob  Haines,  Wm,  Dixey, 
R.  Robinson,  E.  G.  Dutilh,  William  Wilson,  Benj.  Barge,  J.  Berlin, 
Benj.  Miller,  Geo.  Donaldson,  Joseph  S.  Snowden,  Plugh  Henry,  and 
David  Hawks,  to  appear  before  said  committee,  as  aforesaid,  this  day 
at  12  o’clock,  M. 
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Thomas  Logan,  sworn : 

I  know  nothing  about  the  management  of  motive  power  on  this 
road ;  1  am  a  book-keeper  at  the  house  of  Fox  and  Curran,  in 
Broad  street — a  forwarding  house.  I  know  that  goods  have  been  fre¬ 
quently  detained  on  the  road.  It  is  a  frequent  occurrence  that  goods 
are  delayed — and  we  get  letters  complaining  of  the  delay.  I  have 
been  engaged  in  this  business  about  three  and  a-half  years ;  got 
along  previous  years  with  forwarding  goods,  much  better  than  the 
last  year.  I  cannot  say  certain  when  difficulties  commenced.  1  do 
not  know  so  much  about  the  matter  as  the  down  stairs’  clerks.  I  am 
up  stairs  altogether.  We  have  Hour  and  produce  sent  to  us.  We 
have  had  advices  of  the  departure  of  flour  from  Harrisburg,  full  two 
weeks  before  its  arrival  here ;  and  from  Lancaster,  four  and  five 
days.  The  advices  were  from  Weaver  and  Miller,  Harrisburg,  Geo. 
Crist,  New  Cumberland,  Rob’t  Moderville,  Lancaster.  Cars  with  mer¬ 
chandize  from  this  place  for  the  west,  are  frequently  detained.  They 
go  off  very  regularly  from  this,  but  are  detained  at  the  head  of  the 
plane  ;  various  causes  attributed. 

T.  LOGAN. 

.Tames  L.  Neilek,  sworn: 

1  reside  on  corner  of  Broad  and  Vine  street,  and  keep  a  tavern ; 
have  resided  here  two  years — prior  to  which  I  resided  in  Chester 
county.  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Brooks,  the  proprietor  of  the  tavern  at  Mor¬ 
gan’s  corner,  about  renting  his  house ;  asked  Mr.  B.  if  he  would  rent 
me  his  house  in  February  last ;  the  day  following  he  called  on  me 
to  know  if  I  was  in  earnest ;  told  him  I  was,  if  I  could  get  the  break¬ 
fasting  of  the  passengers  in  the  cars.  I  told  Mr.  B.  I  would  see  Mr. 
Cameron,  and  see  what  arrangements  I  could  make  with  him.  In 
company  with  John  Dougherty,  I  waited  upon  Mr.  Cameron.  Mr.  D. 
introduced  me  to  Mr.  C.,  and  mentioned  the  circumstance  of  our  busi¬ 
ness.  Mr.  C.  said  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind  with  respect  to  that 
yet,  and  could  not  give  an  answer  then  ;  said  one  thing  was  certain, 
that  some  of  the  antimasonic  houses  on  the  road  that  had  done  the 
business,  would  get  the  go-bye.  This  was  all  the  conversation  I  had 
with  Mr.  Cameron.  I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Jacob  Duck. 

[Mr.  Cameron  here  objected  to  any  testimony  being  received  of 
conversation  had  with  any  other  person.] 

I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Duck  was  agent  of  Mr.  Cameron.  I  had 
requested  him  to  speak  to  Mr.  Cameron  on  the  subject.  When  I 
saw  him  the  second  time,  he  represented  he  had  seen  Mr.  Cameron. 
He  did  not  say  he  was  authorized  by  Mr.  Cameron. 

[Here  this  part  of  the  testimony  was  postponed.] 

I  do  not  know  much  about  the  management  of  the  road.  I  think 
there  are  more  hands  employed,  particularly  car  inspectors,  State 
agents  for  burden  trains,  than  I  consider  necessary.  I  have  not  been 
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up  and  down  the  road  often.  I  have  been  offered  accounts  for  sale ; 
was  offered  one  last  Saturday ;  this  from  Mr.  Jones,  who  had  been  a 
State  agent;  he  said  he  would  make  a  discount;  did  not  know  the 
amount ;  do  not  know  that  1  have  been  offered  any  others. 

JAMES  L.  NEILER. 

John  Lewis,  sworn : 

I  reside  in  Wood  street,  between  Garden  and  Ninth ;  am  in  no  oc¬ 
cupation  at  present.  When  Mr.  John  Greer  got  his  appointment  on 
the  road,  I  bought  four  horses  for  him.  Mr.  Greer  hauled  the  wood 
and  cars  to  the  top  of  the  plane.  Mr.  Greer  was  discharged,  as  1  be¬ 
lieve,  to  make  room  for  two  others ;  the  former  person  in  the  same 
place  had  six  horses,  and  he,  Mr.  Greer,  was  cut  down  to  four.  He 
haulded  the  wood  from  Willow  street  railroad,  to  the  head  of  the 
plane.  Mr.  Samuel  Ovenshine  and  Mr.  W.  M.  Billmyer  were  the 
persons  [appointed  in  place  of  Mr.  Greer.  Mr.  Ovenshine,  I  under¬ 
stand,  has  the  whole  management  of  hauling  wood  and  coal.  Mr, 
Billmyer  is  wood  inspector.  Mr.  Andrew  Lowry  hauls  the  cars  to 
the  head  of  the  plane.  I  know  nothing,  about  the  manner  in  which 
the  motive  power  is  conducted.  Men  have  offered  to  sell  me  accounts. 
1  was  offered  one  by  Mr.  Douglass,  Jones,  and  Mr.  Lukens,  last  Sa¬ 
turday  week.  Mr.  Jones  had  sold  one  for  forty-five  dollars,  and  has 
another  for  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars;  this  he  offered  me, 
but  I  declined  buying.  I  did  not  buy  from  either.  I  have  no  claims 
on  the  Commonwealth. 

JOHN  LEWIS. 

John  Emmingee,  sworn: 

1  reside  in  Mechanicsburg,  Cumberland  county.  I  run  cars  (bur¬ 
den)  for  Dorsheimer  &  Cromleigh  of  ?>!echanicsburg.  I  have  got 
along  very  poorly  for  the  last  month.  I  lay  at  Diilerville  one  time 
for  seven  or  eight  days,  for  want  of  motive  power,  about  the  first  of 
tliis  month ;  and  was  then  three  days  coming  down  to  the  city ;  I 
came  to  near  Penningtonville  the  first  day;  the  engine  was  not  good. 
John  Slack  was  engineer;  the  engine  I  think  was  Old  Berks.  She 
did  not  get  off  the  track;  there  were  thirteen  or  fifteen  ears  in  the 
train.  We  lay  at  Penningtonville  all  night,  and  next  day  to  all  but 
sundown,  when  we  were  pushed  to  Farkesburg  by  another  engine  that 
•came  after  us;  there  were  three  or  four  trains  came  up.  Baily  Few 
took  us  from  Parkesburg  with  the  engine  H.  A.  Muhlenberg.  We 
went  on  that  night  and  got  as  far  as  the  Steamboat  watering  place,  at 
about  eleven  or  twelve  o’clock.  There  were  four  trains  there.  We 
lay  there  all  night.  On  the  following  day  we  got  started  about  two 
o’clock,  and  got  down  to  head  of  the  plane  about  sundown.  The 
Muhlenberg  had  eighteen  cars  with  mine.  At  Diilerville  the  sideling 
was  full  of  cars.  We  saw  engines  with  eight  or  nine  cars  pass  from 
Columbia.  We  beckoned  to  them  to  stop,  but  they  would  not  do  it* 
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We  saw  engines  pass  every  day;  some  had  full  trains  and  some  had 
not.  We  saw  engines  come  from  Columbia  empty,  which  proceeded 
on  to  Lancaster,  arid  took  cars  which  had  come  up  the  day  before  and 
went  on  to  Philadelphia.  Cannot  tell  whose  cars  they  were.  That 
trip  took  me  seventeen  days  from  Mechanicsburg  until  I  got  back. 
On  my  return,  went  to  Dillerville  the  first  day,  and  the  next  day  home. 
I  commenced  in  this  business  on  the  14th  of  September,  1839.  The 
road  at  the  time  of  the  detention  at  Dillerville,  was  pretty  good.  I 
did  not  see  any  thing  calculated  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  road. 
1  have  before  been  detained  some;  mostly  at  Dillerville.  I  have  often 
carried  passengers,  but  always  pay  the  toll  to  the  collector.  I  have 
seen  some  State  agents  putting  passengers  on  the  burden  trains,  and 
receiving  the  toll,  which  is  two  cents  a  mile.  I  do  not  often  find  more 
than  one  State  agent  with  a  train;  sometimes  there  are  more.  On 
Saturday  we  came  down  part  of  the  way  without  any.  Never  run 
off  the  track  until  last  Saturday;  three  trains  run  off.  Our  engine  run 
off.  We  got  that  on,  and  then  three  of  the  cars  run  off.  Patten  then 
came  down  with  the  other  engine,  and  he  run  off  the  engine  and 
tender. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Cameron. 

The  weather,  when  we  were  detained  at  Dillerville,  was  cold,  like 
winter  weather.  The  Old  Berks  was  not  in  order;  she  was  not  fit  to 
pull  a  train.  1  never  run  an  engine;  never  was  a  fireman;  never 
worked  in  a  machine  shop.  The  Old  Berks  did  not  freeze  up  that 
day.  There  was  not  a  car  off  the  track  at  the  Steamboat.  Slack 
went  down  from  Penningtonville,  got  the  Brandywine  engine,  and 
brought  her  up  to  haul  the  Old  Berks  down  to  the  shop.  He  hooked 
into  the  Berks,  but  could  not  pull  her,  then  went  to  the  shop  and  fired 
up  the  Downingtown  to  haul  the  Brandywine  down.  Hooked  the 
Bowningtown  to  the  Brandywine,  and  pulled  away  at  her  until  10 
o’clock,  when  we  went  to  bed.  I  would  not  have  been  afraid  to  had 
them  hook  to  my  cap.  The  Old  Berks  could  not  freeze  up,  for  she 
hadno  water  in  her.  Mail  and  Musser  pushed  her  over  the  gap  with 
an  engine,  about  two  hundred  yards;  she  then  run  down  till  she  came 
to  an  up  grade,  a  little  below  Penningtonville,  where  she  stopped. 
She  had  wood  but  no  water.  The  New  Castle  engine  was  with  the 
third  train;  she  froze  up  and  burst  one  of  her  feed  pipes. 

JOHN  EMMINGER. 

Five  minutes  before  one  P.  M.,  committee  took  a  recess  to  half  past 
one. 

Plalf  past  1  o’clock,  P.  M.  Committee  re-assembled. 

Samuel  Lee,  affirmed: 

I  live  between  Race  and  Vine,  on  Broad  street ;  am  conductor  of 
cars  for  John  White  &  Co.  We  run  between  Philadelphia  and  Cham- 
bersburg.  We  have  not  got  along  very  well  in  doing  business  this 
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winter;  have  been  detained  a  good  deal  on  the  State  road,  more  par¬ 
ticularly  than  any  of  the  other  roads.  The  cause  appeared  to  be  for 
want  of  motive  power.  I  have  been  from  14  to  16  days  going  and 
returning,  almost  every  trip,  except  the  last,  which  was  made  last 
week  in  five  days.  We  were  detained  principally  at  the  head  of  the 
plane  here,  and  at  Dillerville;  mostly  at  the  latter  place.  Most  of  the 
time  we  go  from  Dillerville  to  Chambersburg  in  one  day,  and  are 
never  more  than  two,  except  when  detained  by  the  snow,  then  four  or 
five  days.  We  were  detained  more  at  Dillerville  in  coming  down 
than  going  up;  going  up,  never  detained  more  than  one  day;  in  com¬ 
ing  down  from  four  to  six  always,  except  the  last  trip.  While  lying 
at  Dillerville,  we  have  frequently  seen  locomotives  go  past  in  coming 
down  without  any  trains,  or  with  very  few  cars;  but  generally,  they 
have  taken  from  Lancaster  and  other  places  lower  down,  as  many  as 
they  could  bring.  Have  seen  at  Dillerville  as  many  as  eighty  cars  at 
a  time.  When  I  get  to  Dillerville  I  always  found  room  enough. 
From  eighteen  to  twenty  cars  is  generally  considered  a  fair  train.  I 
have  always  come  from  Dillerville  here  in  one  day  and  a  nis;ht.  I 
have  met  with  very  few  accidents  on  the  road.  Have  always  went 
from  the  plane  here  to  Dillerville  in  one  day.  Have  laid  at  the  plane 
from  Saturday  to  Wednesday,  for  want  of  motive  power.  At  that 
time,  on  Monday  too,  and  on  Tuesday,  one  engine  went  up  with  bur¬ 
den  cars.  These  cars  were  at  the  head  of  the  plane  before  mine. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  of  the  hands  not  being  paid.  Never  bought 
any  accounts — never  were  offered  any.  1  have  been  on  the  road  five 
years.  There  are  more  hands  than  formerly  in  State  employ,  such 
as  State  agents,  despatebers,  supervisors,  &c. — We  got  along  toler¬ 
ably  well  last  summer,  though  not  quite  as  well  as  for  two  years  be¬ 
fore.  Have  not  got  alonsr  as  well  this  winter  as  at  the  same  time. for- 
mer  winters.  There  were  as  many  locomotives  on  the  road  last  winter 
a.s  now.  We  never  before  had  difficulty  in  getting  away.  I  have 
been  detained  before  the  last  year,  for  want  of  motive  power,  but 
seldom  very  long — not  more  than  a  day  or  two  at  farthest.  I  did  not 
always  make  my  trips  from  Dillerville  to  Chambersburg  in  a  day.  It 
occurred  once,  particularly,  that  1  was  detained  at  Dillerville,  about 
six  or  seven  days.  I  have  been  detained  there  every  trip  this  winter, 
except  the  last  trip.  Last  winter,  I  do  not  recollect  particularly  the 
lime,  when  we  made  trips  to  Chambersburg  and  back.  I  did  not  make 
many  trips  the  winter  before  last — run  then  mostly  to  Columbia.  I 
can  scarcely  tell  how  long  cars  have  been  detained  before  last  winter. 
In  case  of  snow  storms,  have  known  them  to  stand  two  or  three  days. 
It  was  the  latter  part  of  last  month  or  beginning  of  this,  that  we  were 
detained  at  Dillerville — it  was  cold  weather — there  was  some  snow. 
It  was  not  the  time  the  Old  Berks  came  down.  I  came  to  the  head 
of  the  plane  in  one  day  and  evening.  I  came  away  in  the  last  train. 
During  the  time  I  was  standing  there,  it  was  not  cold  enough  to  freeze 
the  engines,  if  engineers  did  their  duty.  Some  did  freeze.  Have 
known  engines  to  freeze  up  before  last  winter.  I  guess  there  was 
more  business  done  last  winter  than  this,  but  cannot  say  positively.. 
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I  cannot  toll  how  many  trips  I  have  made  this  winter.  On  an  average 
my  trips  have  been  two  weeks  to  a  trip  since  last  fall.  There  was 
not  fifty  per  cent,  more  business  done  this  winter  than  there  was  last. 

Questioned  by  Mr.  Nill. 

At  the  time  we  were  lying  at  Dillerville,  locomotives  were  run¬ 
ning  from  there  to  Harrisburg.  They  sometimes  froze  on  that  road, 
but  always  had  straw  along  to  thaw  them  out.  I  never  knew  any 
trips  to  be  lost  in  consequence  of  freezing. 

There  were  several  days  that  the  passenger  trains  did  not  run  on 
the  Harrisburg  road,  in  consequence  of  the  snow.  Trains  started  on 
both  roads  at  about  the  same  time — and  sooner  than  over  the  Cumber¬ 
land  valley.  The  snow  was  not  as  deep  here  as  at  Harrisburg,  and 
not  so  deep  at  Harrisburg  as  at  Chambersburg.  Some  of  the  persons 
employed  by  the  State  I  thought  capable,  and  some  I  thought  not.  I 
thought  they  did  not  understand  machinery  as  well  as  they  ought. — 
Some  of  them  were  very  accommodating.  Some  would  run  by  us, 
and  would  make  fun  of  us,  and  tell  us  they  could  not  take  us — they 
would  have  to  leave  us  there — keep  us  there  awhile. 

There  were  a  large  number  of  cars  at  different  stations,  appeared 
as  much  crowded  at  Lancaster,  Bird-in-Hand,  Stehman’s  and  Mana- 
han’s,  as  at  Dillerville.  It  was  pretty  generally  so  through  the  winter 
— not  so  much  so  through  the  summer. 

Cannot  say  much  of  the  conduct  of  State  agents  of  the  burden 
trains — the}/'  are  of  no  use  to  us.  There  were  six  during  the  last  ad¬ 
ministration.  They  go  on  the  cars,  and  sometimes  help  the  engineers 
to  put  on  wood  when  they  feel  in  humor  for  exercise.  I  do  not  think 
they  get  enough  for  passengers  to  pay  their  wages.  There  was  a  good 
deal  of  property  destroyed  last  spring,  coming  down  the  Schuylkill 
plane — it  was  owing  to  accident  through  carelessness ;  there  were 
among  them  four  cars  at  one  time — two  at  another:  belonging  to  mv 
employers.  They  were  laden  with  flour — the  flour  was  a  good  deal 
damaged  and  some  destroyed  ;  the  cars  a  good  deal  damaged.  Had 
cars  damaged  on  the  road  about  four  years  ago.  There  are  officers 
enough  at  the  plane — there  appear  to  be  privates  enough,  but  many 
do  not  attend  to  their  business. 

SAMUEL  LEE. 

Jacob  Duck,  sworn : 

% 

I  reside  in  this  city;  am  engaged  as  proprietor  and  agent  for  the 
transportation  of  passengers,  in  all  the  lines  except  Miller’s.  I  do  not 
recollect  all  the  conversation  between  me  and  James  Neiler.  I  do  not 
recollect  of  calling  on  him  and  saying  I  wished  him  to  make  up  his 
mind  before  8  o’clock  next  morning ;  don’t  know  anything  about  the 
matter.  I  think  he  wished  me  to  speak  to  Mr.  Cameron.  I  recollect 
sthat  Mr.  Cameron  told  me  he  would  put  the  breakfasting  where  the 
proprietors  of  the  passenger  lines  wished.  I  thought  the  man  then  in 
would  have  to  go  out  or  loose  the  breakfasting,  on  account  of  his  po* 
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litics;  it  was  so  when  the  other  administration  came  in.  I  never  askec 
Mr.  Neiler  what  he  would  give  for  the  good  will  of  the  road. 

It  strikes  me  that  Mr.  Cameron  said  he  did  not  care  who  took  the 
house,  he  wanted  some  good  man  to  go  there.  I  was  not  authorized 
to  make  any  offers  to  Mr.  Neiler ;  I  might  have  made  a  calculation  to 
show  Mr.  N.  how  much, he  could  make — I  do  not  recollect.  There 
was  nothing  said  about  the  good  will  of  the  road ;  I  have  never  heard 
the  term  used  before.  I  have  no  recollection  of  his  saying  anything 
about  $500;  I  do  not  recollect  of  telling  him  he  must  decide  before 
8  o’clock,  as  Mr.  Cameron  was  going  away;  did  not  charge  my  mind 
with  it.  Do  not  recollect  of  Mr,  Neiler  going  out  to  the  corner,  at 
the  time  of  the  last  interview;  I  do  not  know  that  anything  was  said 
about  giving  any  sum  of  money,  in  joke  or  earnest.  Mr.  Cameron 
never  authorized  me  to  hold  out  any  inducements  to  any  man.  I  was 
intimate  with  Mr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Brooks  the  owner  of  the  house,  and 
also  with  Mr,  Neiler.  The  rule  is  to  consult  the  proprietors  of  the 
passenger  trains,  about  the  places  for  eating.  I  cannot  recollect  what 
passed  between  Mr.  Neiler  and  myself — we  had  several  interviews. 

Questioned  by  Mr,  Cameron. 

I  signed  a  petition  to  Mr.  Cameron  with  most  the  other  proprietors 
of  the  passenger  cars,  requesting  him  to  make  the  place  named,  the 
breakfasting  place;  the  whole  arrangements  for  eating  is  according  to 
the  wishes  expressed  in  this  petition.  I  can  see  very  little  difference 
between  the  manner  we  have  got  along  this  year  and  those  before. 
We  were  detained  some  this  winter  owing  to  the  bad  roads,  snow,  &c. 

J.  DUCK. 

H.  Joxe3  Brooke,  sworn: 

f  reside  in  South  street,  No.  119;  am  engaged  in  the  business  of 
brewing.  I  own  the  house  at  Morgan’s  corner,  rented  to  George  M. 
Lauman,  for  his  mother  and  brothers  and  sisters.  ]  know  very  little 
about  how  the  road  is  managed;  I  have  a  small  wood  bill,  between 
$409  and  $500  delivered  at  the  corner — about  fourteen  miles — deliv¬ 
ered  last  May;  34  per  cord  for  some,  $4  25  for  some.  1  am  also 
engaged  at  this  time  putting  out  a  small  lot  at  the  same  place  at  $4  25. 
I  never  bought  any  accounts  against  the  State  and  never  had  anv 
offered  to  me-. 

Questioned  by  Mr.  Cameron. 

I  was  in  the  city  of  Lancaster  some  time  last  winter,  and  saw  Mr. 
Cameron  there.  It  strikes  me  Mr.  C.  said  there  had  been  a  damned 
sight  said  about  the  matter  of  breakfasting,  and  he  would  not  do  any¬ 
thing  about  it,  he  would  leave  the  matter  principally  to  the  proprietors 
of  the  passenger  lines.  I  offered  the  house  to  Mr.  Neiler— he  was 
my  choice. 

I  went  to  Coatesville  on  a  cold  Friday,  about  a  month  ago,  and 
was  coming  down  in  a  burden  train ;  about  two  miles  above  Gaullagher- 
ville  we  broke  a  car  loaded  with  flour;  the  journal  broke  oft'  from  the 
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axle.  While  unloading  the  car  and  getting  her  off  the  road,  the  en¬ 
gine  froze  up  ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  name  of  engine.  We  walked  to 
the  Steam  Boat  hotel,  where  there  were  a  number  of  engines  arrived 
about  10  o’clock.  The  engineer  appeared  very  much  dismayed;  we 
came  very  well  on  the  down  grade. 

The  flour  belonged  to  Tommy  JVBCtarren,  of  Columbia,  who  was 
the  conductor  of  his  own  cars.  Persons  in  the  cars,  said  to  be  con¬ 
ductors,  were  reported  to  be  all  drunk ;  there  were  no  State  agents 
with  the  train  I  was  on.  We  sent  back  one  of  the  burden  car  agents 
.  to  apprise  other  trains;  four  of  us  unloaded  the  car — the  engineer, 
fireman  and  another  person  with  myself. 

H.  JONES  BROOKE. 

George  Emeiuck,  affirmed: 

I  reside  in  this  city — have  been  engaged  on  the  road  ever  since 
twenty  mites  were  made,  as  transporter.  My  cars  hauled  the  iron  for 
the  first  twenty  miles — then  and  ever  since  have  been  a  proprietor  in 
lines  engaged  in  transportation.  During  the  last  summer  we  got 
along  very  well  as  forwarders;  during  the  early  and  latter  part  of  the 
winter  of  1833  and  ’39,  not  so  well.  We  are  the  only  line  that  keep 
on  the  whole  time,  winter  and  summer,  to  Pittsburg.  In  the  beginning 
of  the  latter  part  of  last  winter,  the  difficulty  was  owing  to  the  indif¬ 
ference  of  the  old  hands,  and  the  inexperience  of  new  ones.  Since 
the  last  fall  set  in,  we  have  been  doing  comparatively  but  little  busi¬ 
ness  going  west;  have  had  on  generally  from  four  to  five  trains,  car¬ 
rying  goods  to  Chambersburg  and  bringing  back  produce.  We  do  no 
midway  business.  Since  December,  we  have  got  along  as  bad  as  bad 
could  be,  so  much  so  that  we  were  on  the  point  of  drawing  our  whole 
force  off  the  road.  We  were  losing  money.  The  cars  were  from  ten, 
eleven,  and  as  high  as  twenty-one  days  in  making  a  trip  to  Chambers¬ 
burg  and  back.  We  run  to  Oaks,  Kauffman  &  Co.,  at  Chambers- 
bura;.  The  expense  of  running  a  train  of  cars  on  the  road  are  very 
great.  The  tolls  and  expenses  in  some  instances  this  winter  have  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  freight.  In  one  instance  they  also  exceeded  both  freight  and 
the  commission  on  the  flour.  The  detentions  are  attributed  to  various 
causes.  This  I  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing,  both  at  Harrisburg 
and  Chambersburg.  The  causes  were  depth  of  snow  on  the  Cumber¬ 
land  road  and  Harrisburg  road  in  part,  and  severity  of  weather  in  part, 
which  froze  up  the  engines;  and  partly,  though  the  least  part,  I  sus¬ 
pect,  for  want  of  motive  power  on  the  road.  From  what  I  saw,  it 
was  not  so  much  the  fault  of  the  Superintendent,  as  for  want  of  com¬ 
petent  persons  at  Parkesburg  to  keep  the  engines  in  repair.  It  is 
evident  they  are  not  qualified,  from  the  fact  that  engines  would  go  out 
a  short  distance  and  could  get  no  further.  There  is  no  question  there 
is  power  enough  on  the  road,  if  kept  in  proper  repair.  There  have 
been  more  cars  over  the  road  this  winter  than  last — not  so  many 
goods  going  west,  but  more  produce  coming  east.  Many  cars  go  west 
empty — and  some  partly  loaded.  During  the  last  week  we  have  got 
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along;  pretty  well.  In  January,  and  the  early  part  of  February,  we 
o-ot  along  verv  bad.  We  must  have  had  at  least  $3,000  worth  of  cars 

O  O  J  m 

destroyed  last  year  by  breakage,  for  a  portion  of  which  we  have  a  bill 
now  before  the  Rouse.  We  had  six  totally  demolished  at  one  time  at 
the  Schuylkill  plane,  and  two  others  nearly  so,  some  of  which  were 
only  from  the  makers  hands  a  few7  weeks.  In  three  instances  we  had 
them  injured  on  the  road  by  trains  running  into  them.  The  accidents 
at  the  plane  occurred  by  the  rope  being  exceedingly  bad.  The  offi¬ 
cers  knew  it  to  be  so.  A  new  rope  had  been  engaged,  but  did  not  get 
here  in  time.  There  was  a  press  of  business,  and  they  were  obliged 
to  use  the  old  one.  Before  the  cars  were  attached,  the  man  who  was 
in  charge  of  them — w7ho  was  an  experienced  hand — protested  against 
its  being  used.  The  rigger,  as  he  came  up  just  before  they  started, 
said  that  they  had  better  not  risk  but  two  of  the  cars;  but  one  of  the 
men  said  he  guessed  they  would  go  safe.  The  conductor  jumped  off, 
saying  he  would  not  risk  his  life,  and  the  rope  soon  after  broke.  At 
a  subsequent  period  some  cars  were  descending,  and  about  one-third 
of  the  way  down,  attached  to  the  rope,  some  other  cars  came  over, 
which  were  not  attached,  and  precipitated  down  the  plane  overtaking 
the  first  at  the  bottom.  The  cars  which  came  over  the  top  had  no 
breaks  on.  I  think  no  cars  should  be  permitted  to  go  up  or  down 
the  planes  without  safety  cars  attached. 

Heretofore  proprietors  of  cars  have  been  permitted  to  go  free  of  toll 
— < -this  year  I  have  been  charged  toll  for  riding  on  our  own  burden 
trains. 

Some  of  the  men  on  the  road  are  very  good — an  improvement  might 
be  made  on  others.  State  agents  of  burden  trains  I  consider  about  as 
necessary  as  the  fifth  wheel  to  a  wagon.  The  car  inspector  I  con¬ 
sider  very  important,  otherwise  rotten  or  insufficient  cars  would  be  put 
on  the  road,  break  down  and  do  great  damage  to  others,  endangering- 
lives,  and  destroying  property.  We  lost  $500  in  one  instance  from 
this  cause.  The  weigh-master  might  perform  the  duty  now  perform¬ 
ed  by  car  inspectors.  I  do  not  know  that  partiality  is  shown  to  one 
class  of  forwarders  over  another.  I  have  complained  that  cars  from 
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Columbia  have  been  doing  business  more  expeditiously  than  ours.  I 
think  there  ought  to  be  an  additional  officer  at  Dillerville,  as  despateh- 
er,  during  the  winter  season. 

There  has  been  some  delay  in  getting  cars  off  from  Broad  street, 
but  some  allowance  is  to  be  made.  The  sideling  at  the  head  of  the* 
plane,  hnd  also  at  the  bottom,  are  frequently  so  full  of  cars  that  no 
room  remains  for  others.  This  would  not  be  the  case  if  there  were 
sufficient  motive  power  on  the  road  to  get  them  off.  it  should  never 
happen  that  cars  are  obliged  to  remain  standing  on  the  road,  after 
they  are  ready  to  go.  This  difficulty  would  not  exist  to  the  same 
extent,  if  there  were  a  double  track  between  the  plane  and  the  West 
Chester  intersection.  The  Commonwealth  is  losing  money  for  want 
of  the  additional  track.  There  would  be  a  saving  of  one-half  the 
time  now  required  in  making  trips,  if  the  inclined  planes  were  avoided, 
and  we  had  a  double  track  all  the  way.  The  State  would  be  a  gainer 
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by  avoiding  the  inclined  plane  at  Schuylkill,  even  at  an  expense  of 
$1,000,000.  There  would  be  a  great  increase  of  transportation  and 
travelling  on  the  road,  if  this  delay  and  hazard  of  the  plane  were 
avoided.  The  transporters  would  be  able  to  carry  both  passengers 
and  merchandize  at  a  less  price.  I  think  the  State  would  be  a  gainer 
if  she  would  rent  out  the  motive  power  to  individuals  or  a  company, 
under  a  proper  arrangement,  and  the  business  would  be  better  done. 

GEORGE  EMER1CK, 


Edmund  G.  Dutiuh,  sworn : 

I  reside  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Have  been  engaged  for  the 
last  two  years  in  transporting  to  and  from  Pittsburg;  generally  by 
way  of  Columbia;  sometimes  via  Chambersburg.  In  doing  business 
we  have  got  along  tolerably  well;,  have  been  some  detained  for  want 
of  motive  power,  both  last  year  and  the  year  before.  We  have  had, 
no  great  detention  until  lately.  Late  detentions  have  been  for  want 
of  motive  power.  I  believe  the  number  of  engines  on  the  road  have 
been  increased  in  the  last  year.  There  has  been  detention  this  winter 
at  Dillerville;  we  have  had  cars  out  fifteen  days,  to  and  from  Cham-, 
bersburg,  but  have  done  but  little  business  this  winter.  We  have  a 
good  many  cars  on  the  road  now.  We  are  running  principally  to 
Bird-in-Hand.  Our  regular  business,  when  the  canal  is  open,  is  be¬ 
tween  here  and  Columbia.  Sometimes  we  go  up  and  back  in  three 
days,  sometimes  five  and  six.  Early  in  the  last  spring,  the  time  taken, 
was  longer  than  previously,  but  that  was  owing  to  increased  amount 
of  business.  During  the  summer,  the  time  occupied  was  about  the 
same  as  previous  summers.  We  have,  an  account  against  the  State 
Jor  coal;  balance  $1,737  97,  dated  July  6th  and  August  20th;  for 
bituminous  coal,  1,056  bushels  at  thirty-five  cents,  6,027  bushels  at 
thirty-one  cents,  on  which  $500  was  paid  November  8.  (This  is  the 
bill  referred  to  in  Mr.  Atkins’  testimony.)  We  have  also  an  account 
dated  September  3, 1839,  for  freight  on  eight  coils  of  rope,  (20,4-781bs.) 
at  $1  28  per  pound,  amount  $255  97.,  At  the  time  this  debt  was 
contracted,  it  belonged  to  the  supervisor’s  department.  The  motive 
power  is  improved  very  much  in  the  last  eight  or  ten  days.  We  have 
been  holding  back  cars  all  winter,  but  since  we  learned  there  was 
motive  power  enough,  have  put  on  about  forty  cars. 

By  avoiding  the  inclined  plane  at  Schuylkill,  I  think  an  average  of 
two  days  would  be  saved  on  a  trip  to  Columbia  and  back,  equal  to 
fifty  per  cent,  of  the  time.  I  think  it  would  be  the  interest  of  the 
Commonwealth,  by  all  means  to  avoid  the  plane.  I  had  rather  our 
cars  would  go  twenty  miles  on  the  road  than  up  the  plane;  they  would 
do  it  quicker  and  as  cheap.  J  think  the  risk  on  the  plane  equal  to, 
all  the  road  beside. 


E.  G.  DUTIUL 
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William  P.  Sharpless,  affirmed: 

I  reside  in  this  city;  am  engaged  in  commission  business,  and 
Superintendent  of  West  Chester  railroad  company.  In  transacting 
business  on  the  State  railroad  we  have  had  some  difficulties,  but,  l 
think,  not  more  than  former  years.  We  rue  with  horse  power  to  the 
intersection  of  the  West  Chester  road,  and  attribute  difficulties  for¬ 
merly  to  the  north  track :  from  here  to  the  Schuylkill,  being  out  of 
order,  and  the  want  of  sideling  at  the  Schuylkill  plane ;  and  latterly 
to  the  condition  of  the  road  above  the  plane,  to  the  intersection,  there 
being  but  one  track  in  order.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  other  source 
of  difficulty.  I  have  no  accounts  against  the  Commonwealth ;  have 
never  been  offered  any.  As  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge,  the  officers 
of  the  Commonwealth  have  conducted  themselves  very  well  towards 
me.  We  frequently  have  to  wait  above  the  plane,  for  the  other  trains 
to  go  out.  The  track  between  this  and  the  plane,  which  was  out  of 
order,  is  now  in  good  order  ;  and  the  sideling  at  the  plane  has  been 
improved  within  the  last  year. 

Questioned  by  Mr.  Cameron. 

From  my  knowledge  of  the  business,  taking  into  consideration  the 
situation  of  the  road,  it  has  been  as  well  managed  as  formerly,  so  far 
as  I  know;  but  I  have  been  but  little  up  the  road.  I  have  been  con¬ 
fined  principally  to  this  end. 

By  the  Commitee. 

I  think  the  State  agents  necessary ;  though  they  have  not  received 
much  from  tolls  for  passengers,  they  have  been  the  means  of  driving 
passengers  from  those  trains  to  the  passenger  trains.  I  think  it  very 
important  to  the  interests  of  the  State,  to  avoid  the  inclined  plane  at 
the  Schuylkill.  In  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  she  would  be  a  great 
gainer  by  doing  so.  The  transportation,  1  am  confident,  would  be 
very  much  increased.  There  would  also  be  a  great  saving  in  time 
and  expense  to  transporters.  The  State  would  also  save,  on  account 
of  diminishing  the  number  and  expense  of  officers. 

W.  P.  SHARPLESS. 

Six  o’clock,  P.  M.,  committee  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  this  place 
to-morrow  at  9  o’clock,  A.  M. 


Tuesday  Morning, 

February  25,  1840. 

Nine  o’clock,  A.  M.,  Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Thomas  Tustin,  sworn: 

I  reside  in  Spring  Garden ;  am  Supervisor  of  the  first  division  of 
the  Columbia  railroad.  So  far  as  my  observation  permitted  me  to 
judge,  and  my  opportunities  were  good,  the  business  of  the  railroad 
was  as  well  conducted  during  the  past  year,  as  previous  years — much 
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better  than  during  the  first  part  of  the  previous  administration.  I  was 
formerly  engaged  in  transportation  from  Philadelphia  to  Columbia, 
and  thence  to  Pittsburg  by  canal.  1  was  engaged  in  this  business 
from  the  spring  of  1835  to  January  of  1839.  1  have  observed  some 

instances  where  cars  have  been  obliged  to  lay  over  at  the  head  of  the 
plane  ;  but  this  I  attributed  more  to  want  of  a  double  track,  than  in¬ 
sufficiency  of  motive  power.  Where  there  was  a  double  track,  every 
thing  has  moved  along  very  nicely,  I  do  not  know  any  thing  of  the 
length  of  time  men  have  taken  to  make  a  trip.  During  part  of  this 
winter,  I  have  been  confined  to  my  house  by  sickness — about  five 
weeks.  While  confined  I  heard  a  good  many  complaints,  which  in¬ 
duced  me  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  when  I  was  able  to  be  out,  two 
weeks  ago.  I  was  very  particular  to  observe  at  the  head  of  the 
plane,  to  see  whether  cars  were  permitted  to  remain  there,  as  it  had 
been  alleged.  Cars  would  always  go  off  the  following  morning,  after 
they  had  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  plane.  I  have  often  observed 
that  cars  which  have  left  the  warehouse  in  Broad  street,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  as  late  as  eight  or  nine  o’clock,  go  on  the  same  morning  from 
the  plane.  I  saw  some  last  week.  I  know  of  no  contracts  for  coal 
or  wood.  I  informed  Mr.  Cameron  of  a  lot  of  wood  for  sale.  I 
know  nothing  of  debts  due  from  motive  power;  have  heard  hands 
complain  of  want  of  money.  I  know  of  no  wood  bills  standing  un¬ 
paid.  I  know  nothing  of  the  purchase  of  locomotives. 

I  think  the  car  inspector  is  necessary — or  that  it  is  necessary  cars 
should  be  inspected.  There  are  two  clerks  employed  in  the  collector’s 
office.  It  is  a  large  office,  and  does  a  good  deal  of  business.  There 
are  employed,  between  this  place  and  the  plane,  forty-nine*  persons, 
including  collectors,  agents,  managers,  despatches,  clerks,  weigh- 
masters,  watchmen,  attaches,  engineers  of  locomotive  and  stationary 
engines,  wood-sawyers  and  waternqen,  foremen  and  laborers  on  repairs, 
and  car  inspectors. 

I  have  known  cars  to  stand  at  the  head  of  the  plane  from  two  to 
three,  and  sometimes  more  days,  waiting  for  motive  power.  Under 
Ritner’s  administration,  we  had  one  hundred  cars  in  use,  the  repairs 
of  which  cost  $17,000  in  one  year,  (1836;)  fifty-five  were  new  cars 
the  spring  of  that  year. 

I  have  never  seen  the  business  move  along  so  well  on  the  road  as 
during  the  last  two  weeks,  the  time  I  have  been  out  since  my  indispo¬ 
sition,  THOMAS  TUSTIN. 


William  Blackbuhn,  sworn : 

I  reside  in  the  city,  in  Cedar  ward.  I  was  engaged  as  State  agent 
of  burden  trains  on  the  Schuylkill  level.  I  was  discharged  on  the 
15th  of  February.  My  duties  remaining  at  this  end  of  the  road,  my 
opportunities  of  knowing  about  motive  power  were  limited.  Gener¬ 
ally  there  has  been  but  little  delay  in  cars  getting  away  from  the  head 


*  Desides  these  there  are  two  passenger  car  agents  between  Fairmount  and 
the  city. 
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of  the  plane.  I  commenced  on  the  18th  of  April — received  my  first 
payment  on  the  3d  of  July,  to  the  1st  of  July.  The  second  payment 
1  received  in  September;  the  third  on  the  4th  of  December.  Three 
month’s  pay  was  then  due,  and  I  received  one  months’  pay.  The 
third  of  February  I  received  another  payment  from  Mr., Cameron. — 
There  is  now  due  me  one  and  a-half  month’s  wages,  amounting  to 
$69.  I  know  nothing  personally  of  accounts  being  sold.  1  have  been 
present  and  heard  them  offered  for  sale,  at  ten  per  cent.,  and  five  per 
cent,  discount.  I  have  seen  cash  drawn  by  Mr;  Ovenshine.  He  also 
furnished  wood.  I  do  not  know  the  price  of  wood  and  coal  delivered 
at  the  plane.  I  have  heard  men  say  they  would  leave  the  employ  of 
the  State,  because  they  could  not  get  their  pay.  I  believe  Charles 
Wortman  and  Douglas  Jones  left  for  that  reason.  The  latter  said  he 
had  as  well  be  out  of  employment,  as  not  to  get  his  pay.  I  had  to 
show  my  bills  to  different  persons,  to  satisfy  them  that  1  did  not  get 
my  pay,  in  order  to  sustain  my  character  for  honesty. 

The  engineers  and  agents  I  have  been  acquainted  with,  I  considered 
very  competent  and  faithful.  My  acquaintance  was  not  very  exten¬ 
sive  with  them.  I  was  not  a  dozen  of  times  at  the  head  of  the  plane 
in  the  ten  months.  In  the  month  of  June,  I  can  buy  good  oak  wood 
for  $4  50,  at  the  Delaware,  by  the  single  cord.  By  the  sloop  load, 
it  varies  according  to  the  quantity  in  market,  from  $4  25  per  cord,  to 
$4  75  per  cord.  In  the  winter,  when  the  Delaware  was  frozen,  it  was 
worth  $7.  When  it  is  open,  I  can  buy  it  for  $5,  to  $5  50.  In  Mar¬ 
ket  and  Broad  streets,  there  is  no  wood  brought  in  wagons,  unless  the 
price  is  very  high;  $7  for  oak,  and  $9  for  hickory,  per  cord. 

So  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  the  officers  on  the  road  have  done 
all  they  could  to  despatch  the  cars.  The  State  agent  on  the  Reading 
passenger  cars,  between  this  and  the  bridge,  I  consider  unnecessary, 
for  the  reason  that  they  are  willing,  and  do  take  the  return  of  the 
clerk  of  the  company  for  all  the  burthen  passing  ,  over  that  piece  of 
road.  There  are  two  State  agents  kept  out  at  Col.  Bartle’s,  which  are 
necessary  in  the  summer  season,  but  not  necessary  in  the  winter.— 
Tiiese  three  agents,  I  understand,  are  appointed  by  the  Canal  Com¬ 
missioners.  I  think  the  car  inspector  is  useless.  The  owner  of 
cars  will  consult  his  own  interest,  and  not  put  dilapidated  cars  on  the. 
road.  The  State  agent  for  burden  trains  could  be  dispensed  with. 
The  duty  may  be  performed  by  the  foremen  and  engineers,  with  the 
trains.  I  have  seen  car  inspectors  examine  cars,  and  advise  the  own¬ 
ers  relating  to  them.  The  despatchers  would  also  do  the  same. 

The  price  of  anthracite  coal  is  from  $5|  to  per  ton.  When 
scarce  in  market,  I  have  known  it  as  high  as  $8  a  ton. 

I  think  a  new  system  of  organization  should  be  adopted  by  the  Canal 
Commissioners.  The  weigh-masters  and  despatchers  could  be  dis¬ 
pensed  with.  Their  duty  could  be  conferred  upon  the  collector,  who 
has  clerks  already  employed.  This  change  would  be  a  matter  of 
economy  to  the  State.  There  are  now  two  clerks  in  the  collector’s 
office.  If  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  check  over  the  collector,  the  Com¬ 
missioners  might  appoint  the  chief  clerk.  The  collectors  do  not  stay 
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in  their  office  as  much  as  they  ought.  They  should  have  more  duty, 
to  make  them  earn  their  money. 

WM.  BLACKBURN. 

Peter  Wager,  sworn: 

H.  R.  Campbell  commenced  building  three  engines,  and  Mr.  Has- 
singer  and  myself  finished  them.  Mr.  Badger  sold  two  of  them  to 
Mr.  Cameron,  for  $7,500  each,  (in  March,  1839,)  to  be  paid  for  in 
two  or  three  weeks.  Some  two  or  three  weeks  after,  he  sold  him 
another  for  the  same  price,  also  to  be  paid  for  in  two  or  three  weeks. 
Mr.  Badger  was  my  agent.  Subsequently  Mr.  Cameron  ordered  bells 
to  be  attached  to  the  engines,  which  I  considered  an  extra  charge  of 
$50  each.  One  is  the  Geo.  B.  Porter,  another  the  General  Jackson, 
and  the  other  James  Buchanan.  I  was  paid  $15,000  for  two  of  the 
engines,  from  time  to  time,  exclusive  of  interest.  The  price  of  one 
engine,  ($7,500,)  the  amount  of  the  bells,  and  the  interest  on  the  whole 
(about  $1,000,)  is  now  due.  Had  it  not  been  for  Henry  R.  Camp¬ 
bell’s  interference,  in  offering  the  engines  for  less  money,  I  could  have 
got  $8,000  for  each.  Mr.  Cameron  informed  me  they  were  worth 
that  sum. 

I  gave  Mr.  Hubley  my  opinion  of  a  manner  in  which  the  State 
might  derive  advantage,  by  requiring  the  receivers  of  cash  to  deposite 
in  bank  daily.  This  would  prevent  them  from  being  defaulters  to  any 
great  amount. 

PETER  WAGER. 

William  Norris,  sworn: 

Within  the  last  year,  (I  think  in  March,)  I  sold  the  State  two  en¬ 
gines  for  $7,500  each.  The  matter  was  arranged  by  Mr.  Cameron  a 
month  ago,  by  orders  on  the  Treasury  for  the  amount  $15,000  which 
are  not  yet  paid.  I  have  another  claim  against  the  Columbia  Rail¬ 
road.  A  part  was  previous  to  Mr.  Cameron’s  time.  It  was  for  re¬ 
pairs:  the  whole  about  $1,500.  This  is  also  arranged,  or  I  expect  will 
be  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other.  The  principal  amount  (I  think 
about  nine-tenths,)  accrued  soon  after  the  present  superintendent 
came  in. 

I  am  acquainted  with  some  of  the  men  employed  in  the  Parkesburg 
shop.  Have  no  knowledge*  of  Mr.  Boone’s  abilities.  I  consider  Mr. 
Jones  one  of  the  best  general  mechanics  we  have  in  this  country. 
There  was  no  arrangement  made  by  which  I  was  to  take  less,  if  paid 
cash.  I  was  to  be  paid  within  a  few  weeks.  Have  sold  engines  to 
others  on  the  road  to  be  paid  for  in  a  few  months. 

I  have  known  $50  charged  for  engraving  the  plate  on  an  engine 
where  the  name  was  engraved  in  the  best  of  style.  Have  also  known 
it  done  for  $20. 

Within  the  last  two  or  three  weeks,  the  road  has  been  in  such  mis¬ 
erable  order,  that  I  am  surprised  engines  were  permitted  to  go  on  the 
road.  The  cause  of  the  bad  condition,  is  a  deficiency  of  the  number* 
of  hands,  or  their  ignorance. 
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The  price  of  bituminous  coal  is  from  25  to  33  cents  per  bushel; 
anthracite  for  $3  25,  to  $6  per  ton.  Oak  wood  from  $3  to  $4  50,  and 
up  to  as  high  as  $11  per  cord.  The  average  price  of  anthracite  coal 
bought  by  boat-load  when  nagivation  is  open,  is  from  $4  50,  to  $5  00. 
The  average  price  of  oak  wood  during  the  same  time,  is  about  $5  00. 

The  condition  of  'motive  power  on  the  road  during  the  last  year, 
I  have  considered  good.  I  consider  the  original  construction  of  the 
road  so  bad,  that  a  new  foundation  should  be  laid,  before  engines  can 
run  with  safety,  when  the  frost  is  coming  out  over  the  quicksands  and 
soft  grounds.  I  named  the  two  engines  referred  to,  that  is  the  Simon 
Snyder,  and  Simon  Cameron,  myself,  before  I  had  any  conversation 
with  the  Superintendent  of  Motive  Power  on  the  subject. 

I  think  it  would  be  important  to  the  interest  of  the  State,  that  the 
inclined  plane  should  be  avoided.  It  is  now  a  useless  expense  and 
•dangerous  impediment.  If  this  was  removed,  the  business  couid  be 
done  at  a  less  expense,  and  with  a  saving  of  time.  The  saving  on  a 
trip  from  Philadelphia  to  Columbia,  and  back,  would  be  at  least  two 
days  on  the  average  through  the  season.  The  State  could  do  a  much 
greater  amount  of  business,  with  the  same  motive  power,  and  at 
much  less  expense. 

WILLIAM  NORRIS. 

William  W.  Goodale,  affirmed: 

I  have  been  engaged  since  the  10th  of  last  June  in  running  the 
stationary  engine  at  the  head  of  the  plane.  I  came  on  the  road  the 
10th  of  April,  and  run  the  locomotive  James  Buchanan,  until  January. 
I  have  received  no  pay  from  the  State  since  August.  Tlnve  of  the 
bills,  September,  October,  and  November,  I  sold  to  an  engineer  who 
runs  on  the  road.  The  first  he  paid  me  the  full  amount  $80.  From 
the  others,  $62  for  October,  and  $60  for  November.  I  deducted 
$4  00.  The  September  and  October  bills  I  have  been  informed  are 
paid  to  Mr.  Few,  the  man  to  whom  I  sold  them.  There  is  now  due 
me  $170  for  service  from  the  first  of  December  to  23d  of  February. 
As  far  as  I  know,  I  believe  the  hands  are  paid  about  the  same  as  I  am. 
I  have  heard  others  say  they  have  sold  bills,  but  I  do  not  know  to 
whom.  I  do  not  know  of  any  who  have  left  the  service  of  the  State 
from  irregularity  of  payment. 

There  was  some  wood  come  down  the  planes.  The  man  who 
brought  down  wood,  had  hickory.  I  expect  to  leave  the  planes  on 
account  of  having  another  job  in  view.  I  told  Mr.  Cameron  so  last 
Saturday,  he  would  pay  me  when  I  should  leave. 

WM.  W.  GOODALE. 


Jacob  Broome,  sworn: 

I  have  been  engaged  as  Mr.  Cameron’s  Clerk  since  the  15th  of  Feb- 

o  o 

ruary  last,  until  the  12th  of  this  month ;  have  kept  all  his  accounts 
and  have  disbursed  for  him  the  principal  part  of  the  money  which  has 
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been  paid  on  the  road.  He  has  never,  at  any  time,  had  more  money 
in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  State  than  would  pay  his  demands. 
He  had  drawn,  in  various  sums,  from  the  different  banks,  by  drafts 
on  the  Treasury,  the  Lancaster  Bank,  the  Berks  County  Bank,  the 
Bank  of  Penn  Township,  and  Middletown  Bank;  I  think  by  far  the 
greatest  proportion  was  got  from  the  Lancaster  Bank.  Never,  upon 
any  occasion,  has  a  bill  been  made  use  of  to  receive  money  from  the 
State,  unless  it  was  first  paid.  I  have  received  receipted  bills  without 
paying  them,  and  have  filed  them  as  unpaid  bills,  but  never  made  use 
of  them  until  they  were  paid.  I  have  now  one  dated  October  28, 
1839,  in  favor  of  Samuel  Pennington,  for  101  cords  of  wood,  at  $3  25 
per  cord,  amounting  to  $328  25;  the  receipt  is  in  the  following  words : 

“$328  25.  Received  1839,  of  James  Cameron,  Super¬ 

intendent  of  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  railway,  the  above  sum  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  twenty-five  cents,  in  full. 

SAMUEL  PENNINGTON.” 

Mr.  Snyder  once  asked  me  when  I  was  going  along  the  road  paying 
the  hands  off,  if  I  had  paid  Mr.  Pennington’s  bill  for  wood.  On  answer¬ 
ing  him,  he  requested  me  not  to  pay  him  until  he  could  make  arrange¬ 
ments  with  Mr.  Pennington,  who  had  cars  running  on  the  road,  and 
was  in  arrears  for  tolls;  I  think  for  the  amount  of  more  than  Mr. 
Pennington’s  bill  for  wood,  and  asked  me  if,  in  case  he  could  get  Mr. 
Pennington’s  bill  left  with  him,  I  would  pay  it  to  him.  I  told  him  I 
would.  The  bill  had  been  left  with  me  by  Mr.  Hippie,  wood  agent, 
not  receipted  at  our  office  in  Lancaster,  pursuant  to  Mr.  Cameron’s 
directions.  Mr.  Pennington  called  one  day  at  the  office,  after  I  had 
seen  Mr.  Snyder,  and  told  me  he  had  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.. 
Snyder ;  that  he  owed  Snyder  money,  and  was  desirous  of  paying  him 
as  soon  as  he  could  get  pay  from  the  State  for  the  wood.  He  said  it 
had  been  agreed  upon  between  them,  that  he  should  sign  this  bill,  and 
leave  it  with  me  to  pay  the  money  to  Mr.  Snyder,  when  I  should  re¬ 
ceive  it.  He  signed  it  in  my  office,  and  I  wrote  a.  note  to  Mr.  Snyder 
stating  that  I  had  the  bill,  and  would  pay  it  to  him  when  I  had  money 
to  disburse.  I  have  had  no  money  to  apply  to  payment  for  wood 
since.  The  receipt  is  not  dated,  but  is  filled  up  in  the  bandwriting 
of  Mr.  Hippie. 

Fifteen  minutes  before  one.  Committee  took  a  recess  for  thirty 
minutes. 

Half-past  6  o’clock,  P.  M.,  Committee  convened  pursuant  to  ad¬ 
journment. 

Jacob  Broom’s  testimony  continued  : 

I  do  not  recollect  that  I  have  ever  received  a  message  or  a  line 
from  Mr.  Snyder,  since  that  time,  asking  me  for  the  money  or  the 
bill.  I  received  the  bill  reluctantly,  and  did  it  only  as  an  accommo- 
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dation  to  Mr-.  Snyder.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Snyder  has  ever  been 
to  Lancaster  to  get  his  pay.  He  informed  me  at  that  time,  that  he 
had  difficulty  in  making  his  deposites,  on  account  of  not  getting  his 
pay  from  Mr.  Pennington,  and  others  indebted  to  him.  Hippie  never 
said  any  thing  about  Mr.  Snyder  objecting  to  his  taking  the  bill.  I 
took  it  at  request  of  Mr.  Snyder,  and  have  ever  held  it  subject  to  his 
order.  It  occasionally  happened  that  men  to  whom  money  was  due, 
would  call  with  their  bills,  and  ask  for  pay.  On  my  informing  them 
that  there  was  no  money  in  hands,  they  would  request  me  to  take  the 
receipted  bills,  and  when  I  got  money,  to  pay  them  or  their  friends  in 
Lancaster.  My  pay,  as  clerk,  was  two  dollars  a  day,  until  in  June, 
1839,  when  it  was  increased  to  $2  50,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Board 
of  Canal  Commissioners.  The  pay  of  former  clerks  was  two  dollars 
a  day.  At  the  time  my  pay  was  raised,  the  pay  of  fhe  clerk  at 
Parkesburg  was  reduced  the  same  amount. 

I  have  given  due-bills  in  my  own  name,  for  small  balances  due  to 
hands,  since  the  suspension  of  specie  payments,  in  consequence  of 
the  difficulty  of  making  change.  The  aggregate  amount  of  which 
would  not  exceed  ten  dollars. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  one  presented  by  Mr.  Broom,  as  a 
sample : 

“  Due  George  Maxton,  one  dollar  twenty -five  cents.  Nov.  30, 
1839.  JACOB  BROOM.” 


This,  as  well  as  others,  have  been  redeemed  on  presentation.  These 
due-bills  were  never  given,,  except  during  the  suspension  of  specie 
payments.  I  was  appointed  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  Gene¬ 
ral,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  that  office  on  the  13th  of  February, 
inst.  Mr.  M‘Keever  occupied  the  station  in  the  Auditor  General’s 
Office,  which  I  now  occupy.  I  do  not  know  that  any  money  is  due 
to  Hotter  &  Co.,  of  Reading,  for  engines.  Do  not  know  who  com¬ 
pose  that  firm. 

I,  as  chief  clerk,  do  not  settle  Mr.  Cameron’s  accounts  in  the 
Auditor  General’s  Office.  I  know  nothing  of  the  capacity  of  the 
engineers  on  the  locomotives.  I  do  not  know  of  any  bills  being  due 
for  oil.  The  oil  was  procured  from  Thomas  W.  Morgan  and  Andrew 
Miller,  of  this  city. 

Not  long  since,  on  a  visit  to  Harrisburg,  Dr.  Sturgeon  spoke  to  me 
of  an  error  in  Mr.  Cameron’s  account,  of  $8,000.  He  stated  there 
had  been  an  omission  on  the  part  of  his  clerk  to  charge  the  error  to 
Mr.  Cameron,  but  he,  as  Treasurer,  had  received  credit.  The  error 
was  corrected. 

Offers  to  leave  bills  receipted  with  me  became  so  frequent,  that  I 
declined  taking  them.  Mr.  Cameron  wished  me  not  to  take  them. 
The  reason  for  leaving  them,  was  a  hope  that  they  might  be  paid  first 
out  of  any  money  that  might  be  received.  When  I  left  the  office, 
I  offered  those  on  hand  to  Mr.  Cameron,  but  he  refused  to  receive 
them,  stating  it  was  a  personal  matter  of  my  own.  I  know  of  no 
bills  being  paid  for  wood,  since  Mr.  Pennington’s  bill  was  left  with 


me.  When  more  bills  than  one  are  presented  at  the  same  time,  and 
there  is  not  money  enough  on  hand  to  pay  the  whole,  I  have  some¬ 
times  paid  the  oldest  at  the  time,  and  left  the  others  unpaid.  The  oil 
drafts  have  been  paid  as  they  became  due.  They  were  made  on  Mr. 
Cameron,  through  the  Lancaster  Bank.  The  oil  is  usually  bought 
on  four  months  time.  It  has  been  frequently  the  case,  that  when 
drafts  have  become  due,  there  was  no  money  on  hand  to  pay  them, 
when  Mr.  Cameron  and  myself  have  requested  the  bank,  as  a  per¬ 
sonal  favor,  to  cash  the  drafts.  I  have  heard  it  has  been  alleged  that 
I  have  purchased  accounts  due  to  persons  on  the  road,  at  a  discount, 
instead  of  paying  them.  I  utterly  deny  the  truth  of  the  allegation. 
No  instance  of  the  kind  has  occurred.  When  I  have  been  to  the 
Auditor  General’s  Office,  to  settle  Mr.  Cameron’s  account,  it  has  fre¬ 
quently  occurred  that  we  could  not  settle,  on  account  of  the  disburse¬ 
ments  made  by  him  exceeding  the  amount  charged  to  the  Superin¬ 
tendent;  and,  in  consequence,  a  part  of  the  accounts  had  to  be  left 
out  until  a  future  settlement — otherwise,  Mr.  Cameron  would  be  cre¬ 
dited  with  a  greater  amount  than  he  would  be  charged  with. 

JACOB  BROOM. 

John  M.  Sailer,  affirmed: 

I  reside  on  the  Columbia  railroad,  west  of  Broad  street;  am  in  the 
employment  of  the  Northern  Liberties  and  Penn  Township  railroad, 
as  Collector  and  Superintendent.  I  know  but  very  little  about  the 
Columbia  railway,  except  of  that  part  which  comes  under  my  imme¬ 
diate  notice.  I  have  made  some  complaint,  as  well  as  others,  about 
the  management,  but  there  have  been  excuses.  I  believe  the  officers 
generally,  under  my  notice,  have  done  their  duty  as  well  as  they 
could,  under  the  circumstances.  The  motive  power  on  the  level — the 
part  in  which  I  am  interested — I  believe  has  been  managed  the  best 
way  they  could.  So  far* as  the  engines,  and  so  on,  were  concerned, 
I  believe  they  were  in  good  order.  I  complained  of  the  Superin¬ 
tendent,  Mr.  Lowry ;  but,  upon  examination,  I  found  it  was  not  his 
fault — the  fault  was  in  the  weigh-master  and  collector,  by  not  remain¬ 
ing  in  their  offices  long  enough  to  do  business.  Mr.  Fritz,  the  former 
Collector,  would  stay  in  his  office  about  five  minutes  a  day.  Henry 
Leech  is  the  weigh-master.  He  usually  lgets  to  office  from  nine  to 
ten  in  the  morning,  and  goes  away  in  the  afternoon.  The  accumula¬ 
tion  of  cars  on  the  road  is  after  the  usual  time  of  closing  the  office, 
until  eight  or  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening.  Cars  are  brought  out 
during  those  hours — and  there  being  no  person  to  weigh  them,  are 
obliged  to  remain  on  the  track.  The  alteration  of  tracks  between  here 
and  the  plane,  has  caused  a  good  deal  of  delay  during  the  last  summer. 

I  have  always  thought  there  were  more  hands  employed  on  the 
road  than  necessary.  A  separate  office  of  car  inspector  is  not  neces¬ 
sary;  but  cars  should  be  inspected.  I  have  given  the  subject  of 
State  agents  of  burden  trains  a  good  deal  of  attention,  and  am  not 
able  to  say  whether  they  could  be  dispensed  with  or  not.  They  do 
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not  collect  so  much  as  will  pay  them ;  but  keep  off  a  great  deal  of 
travel  from  the  burden  trains.  The  engineers  and  firemen  are  not 
willing  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  taking  on,  and  leaving  cars  on 
the  road,  or  keeping  account  ot  the  number  or  passengers. 

J.  M.  SAILER. 

m 

Levi  Lukens,  Jr.,  affirmed: 

I  went  into  the  employ  of  the  Commonwealth  on  the  10th  of  March 
last,  and  was  discharged  the  15th  or  16th  of  January  last;  was 
attacher  of  cars  at  the  Schuykill  plane.  The  Commonwealth  is  not 
much  indebted  to  me.  I  have  sold  most  of  my  bills.  I  sold  orie  of 
$58  75,  for  855  00.  Two  others  I  got  money  on,  and  gave  them  to 
a  friend  who  is  a  State  agent — one  is  837  50,  the  other  838  75. 
One  is  for  October,  the  other  for  ^November.  The  bill  for  December*, 
and  part  of  January,  I  sold.  I  have  a  claim  for  seventy-five  dollars, 
for  extra  work  done  at  night.  .  I  worked  one  hundred  nights.  My 
daily  pay  is  81  25  a  day.  The  night  time  was  put  on  in  latter  part 
of  March,  or  beginning  of  April.  I  made  my  bill  at  seventy-five 
cents  a  night.  We  were  there  generally  the  greater  part  of  the 
night. 

1  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  complaint  for  want  of  pay.  It  was  a 
general  complaint.  Mr.  John  H.  Brill,  who  was  State  agent,  said  he 
left  the  employ  of  the  State  on  account  of  not  getting  pay. 

LEVI  LUKEN3,  Jr. 


Andrew  M.  Eastwick,  affirmed: 

I  am  employed  in  building  locomotive  engines  and  machinery  gen¬ 
erally.  So  far  as  I  have  observed  on  the  Columbia  road,  there  has 
always  been  a  scant  allowance  of  machinery  for  the  business  done 
upon  it.  It  has  therefore  been  requisite,  at  many  times,  to  use  the 
locomotives  longer  than  they  should  have  done,  before  they  were  re¬ 
paired.  It  is  customary  to  run  an  engine  as  long  as  they  can.  keep 
them  running,  even  when  they  are  not  in  good  order.  Engines,  I 
have  frequently  noticed,  are  run  upon  the  road  when  they  ought  to  be 
in  the  shop  undergoing  repairs.  My  attention  was  drawn  particularlv 
to  this  fact,  by  the  report  last  made  by  Mr.  Mehaffey,  Superintendent 
of  Motive  Power.  He  reported  a  given  number  of  engines  in  excel¬ 
lent  repair,  some  in  ordinary,  some  worthless  ;  among  those  announced 
in  excellent  repair,  were  three  built  by  myself  and  partner.  I  there¬ 
fore  felt  anxious  to  know  what  be  meant  by  ‘‘excellent  repair,”  and 
took  occasion  to  examine  the  engines.  Those  buiit  by  myself  excited 
my  particular  attention,  as  I  was  anxious  to  know  how  they  stood  it 
on  the  road.  I  then  found  two  of  them  laid  up  not  fit  to  be  used, 
many  of  the  parts  lost,  the  engines  stripped  in  a  great  measure.  I  at 
once  saw  they  were  not  fit  to  use,  and  could  not  be  used  without  con-, 
s-iderable  expense.  The  engines  built  by  us  were  the  Bald  Eagle,.. 
Telegraph,  and  Enterprise.  Subsequent  to  my  examination  of  the 
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engines,  Mr.  Cameron  called  upon  me  for  the  purpose  of  having  them 
put  in  order.  After  the  report  of  Mr.  Mehaffey,  the  Bald  Eagle  engine 
did  not  make  a  single  trip,  until  she  was  repaired.  I  believe  such 
was  the  case  with  the  other  two,  but  am  not  certain.  Mr.  Cameron,  in 
giving  the  order  to  have  the  engines  repaired,  urged  upon  me  to  get 
them  out  with  all  possible  despatch.  I  think  this  was  in  April,  May, 
or  June.  We  took  them  in  hands,  kept  an  accurate  account  of  the 
time  employed  for  repair,  and  the  cost  of  what  new  parts  were  wanted. 
Our  bill  for  repair  of  the  Bald  Eagle  and  Telegraph,  I  think  amounted 
to  $1 ,875.  I  noticed  many  of  the  other  machines,  but  cannot  recollect 
their  names ;  I  found  them  in  a  somewhat  similar  condition  to  those  I 
undertook  to  repair.  We  have  one  of  the  engines  now  in  the  shop 
undergoing  repair;  it  came  last  week;  it  is  the  Bald  Eagle.  The 
work  is  principally  replacing  original  work  which  is  worn  out,  such 
as  tyre,  the  truck,  fire  box,  &c.  The  parts  put  in  at  the  last  repair, 
I  find  are  very  little  worn.  In  April,  Mr.  Cameron  called  on  me  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  new  engines.  At  the  time  I  could  not 
furnish  him  in  season  for  the  spring  business.  I  was  paid  for  the 
repairs  made  last  spring,  but  have  about  $500  now  unpaid  for  repairs 
since,  for  which  l  have  not  asked  pay.  It  would  cost  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  $25  to  change  the  plate  with  the  name  of  the  engine,  to  do 
it  well.  I  cannot  tell  the  condition  in  which  engines  on  the  road  are 
now  in.  With  thirty  engines,  if  all  in  good  condition,  there  would  be 
an  excess  of  power;  but  in  the  condition  they  generally  are,  there  is 
not  enough.  I  knew  Mr.  Boone  in  this  city,  as  a  pattern  maker, 
working  in  wood,  and  do  not  know  that  he  has  any  reputation  as  a 
machinist.  The  superintendent  of  Parkesburg  shop  should  be  a  good 
machinic,  acquainted  with  all  kinds  of  machinery,  capable  of  building 
a  locomotive  in  every  part.  1  have  known  Mr.  Boone  personally  for 
four  years,  and  have  seen  him  occasionally  for  eight  years.  Havte 
never  known  him  to  be  engaged  in  the  construction  of  machinery,  but 
lately  I  believe  has  been  connected  with  a  machine  shop  and  foundry 
at  Lancaster,  but  understood  his  department  was  more  particularly 
connected  with  the  (bundrv.  As  a  machinist,  I  think  Mr,  Alfred 
C.  Jones  stands  at  the  top  of  the  list,  and  is  capable  of  taking  charge 
of  a  shop  like  the  one  at  Parkesburg.  I  have  known  him  for  four 
years;  he  is  sober,  industrious,  and  scientific.  It  would  not  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  have  two  machinists  to  superintend  a  shop,  as  there  would  be 
clashing.  I  consider  Mr.  Jones  in  every  way  qualified  to  take  charge 
of  the  shop  at  Parkesburg.  I  think  a  superintendent  of  a  shop  wiil 
need  the  aid  of  a  foreman,  to  carry  out  the  plans  and  directions  he 
may  give,  especially  in  his  absence;  they  should  both  be  skillful  ma¬ 
chinists. 

When  Mr.  Cameron  called  to  purchase  locomotives,  we  could  not 
supply  him,  having  none  on  hand  that  were  not  sold.  I  however 
loaned  him  two  without  charge,  one  of  which  he  used  several  weeks. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  capacity  of  locomotive  engineers,  but  it 
is  frequently  the  case  on  all  roads,  that  men  are  employed  as  engineers 
who  have  but  the  name  without  the  capacity. 
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It  was  reported  that  Mr.  Cameron  intended  to  discharge  all  tlie 
engineers  on  the  road  when  he  came  in.  I  called  on  him  to  ascertain 
the  truth  of  this.  He  assured  me  he  should  aim  to  get  good  engineers, 
regardless  of  party;  that  when  he  found  an  incompetent  engineer  on 
the  road  he  would  discharge  him. 

I  should  suppose  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  Superintendent  of 
Motive  Power  to  know  something  of  the  business  of  which  he  is  to  take 
charge,  but  it  is  not  so  necessary  that  he  should  have  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  machinery  as  the  superintendent  of  the  shop. 

I  do  not  know  much  about  Brant,  except  from  the  fact,  that  I  have 
known  engines  put  into  the  shop,  remain  there  for  several  weeks,  be 
turned  out,  and  when  they  come  down  to  the  plane,  be  unfit  to  get  back. 

Many  of  the  accidents  which  have  occurred  may  be  attributed  to 
the  defects  of  the  road — cross  ties  are  too  far  apart.  Three  or  four 
feet  is  far  enough.  I  have  seen  the  road  last  summer  when  I  thought 
it  in  superior  condition ;  much  better  than  it  was  two  years  ago. 

So  far  as  I  have  seen  the  engineers  the  last  year,  they  have  been 
very  accommodating  and  showed  a  disposition  to  get  along  and  take  as 
much  care  as  possible. 

The  engines  are  wrecked  more  by  the  carelessness  of  the  car-con¬ 
ductors,  than  from  any  ether  cause,  in  not  holding  on  to  the  breaks 
when  coming  the  down  grades.  They  should  always  be  at  their 
breaks  in  going  up  or  down  grades,  but  more  particularly  in  going 
down,  in  order  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  reversing  the  engine  which 
causes  the  wheel  of  the  engine  to  slide  on  the  rail,  by  which  much 
damage  is  sustained. 

During  the  time  the  engines  I  loaned  to  Mr.  Cameron  were  on  the 
road,  he  loaned  me  $3,000,  which  I  kept  about  a  month,  for  which  he 
charged  no  interest. 

A.  M.  EASTWICK. 


James  L.  Neilor,  re-sworn: 

I  asked  Mr.  Duck,  to  speak  to  Mr.  Cameron.  Mr.  C.  came  to  the 
city ;  Mr.  Duck  called  upon  him  but  he  could  give  him  no  information 
at  that  time.  I  think  he  called  on  him  twice  after  that,  but  got  no. 
information  from  him.  This  is  what  he,  Duck,  said.  Finally  Mr. 
Duck  came  to  my  house  one  day  after  3  o'clock  P.  M.  He  asked  me 
if  I  could  get  Mr.  Brook’s  house.  I  told  him  I  could.  He  asked  if  I 
was  sure  of  it.  I  told  him  so  far  as  Mr.  Brook’s  word  goes  1  had 
that  satisfaction,  and  could  have  it.  He  said  he  had  seen  Mr.  Came¬ 
ron.  Mr.  D.  asked  me  what  rent  Mr.  Brooks  asked  me.  I  told  him 
$1,000.  Mr.  Duck  replied,  he  thought  it  was  too  much  money.  Mr. 
Duck  then  took  a  blank  card  and  made  a  calculation  of  the  break¬ 
fasting  of  the  house  for  six  months.  Agreeable  to  his  calculation,  it 
left  a  very  handsome  profit  in  favor  of  the  tenant,  at  a  $1,000  rent. 
I  thought  it  was  too  much  rent  myself.  He  then  said  Mr.  Cameron 
wanted  to  know  what  arrangement  I  could  enter  into  before  he  left 
the  city.  I  said  it  was  very  late,  then  to  go  to  see  Mr.  Brooks  and  get 
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back  here  in  the  morning.  He  then  turned  to  this  calculation,  then 
asked  me  how  much  I  was  willing  to  give  Mr.  Cameron  for  the  good 
will  of  breakfasting  at  that  house.  Then  asked  me  if  I  would  not 
give  him  .$500.  1  said  I  didn’t  know.  He  then  asked  me  if  I  wouldn’t* 

give  him  $400.  I  said  I  didn’t  know.  Then  asked  me  if  I  didn’t 
ieel  disposed  to  give  him  any  thing.  I  said  I  didn’t  know.  He  said 
Mr.  Cameron  was  going  to  leave  at  8  o’clock  in  the  morning,  and 
wished  to  know  before  he  went.  .  I  replied,  1  would  go  up  and  see  Mr. 
Brooks.  Mr.  Duck  then  asked  me  to  say  nothing  about  what  had 
passed  between  us.  The  car  was  then  ready  to  start.  I  took  up  my 
coat  and  went  to  Morgan’s  corner,.  When  I  arrived  there  Mrs.  Brooks 
said  Mr.  Brooks  had  gone  to  Columbia.  I  then  said,  it  was  impossi¬ 
ble  to  see  him  in  time  to  give  Mr.  Cameron  an  answer  before  8  o’clock 
next  morning  and  return  home.  I  did  nothing  more  about  the  matter. 

JAMES  NEILER. 


(C.)  , 

J,  B.  A.  Allen,. affirmed 

The  house  in  which  I  am  a  partner,  (T.  W.  Morgan  &«  Co.)  have* 
been  in  the  habit  of  furnishing  oil  to  the  Commonwealth.  Commenced 
doing  so  under  a  former  administration,  and  have  continued  to  this 
time.  There  is  a  balance  due  us  from  the  State,  on  the  accounts  for 
oil  furnished  to  both  the  present  and  late  superintendents  of  motive: 
power,  on  the  Columbia  railroad.  When  the  late  superintendent  went 
out  of  office,  there  were  sundry  bills  standing,  which  did  not  fall  due 
until  after  the  time  he  went  out  of  office.  They  amounted  in  the 
aggregate  to  about  $4,000;  previous  to  that,  they  had  paid  us  very 
punctually.  We  have  furnished  to  the  present  superintendent,  we  be- 
lieve  all  the  oil  required  on  the  road,  except  what  is  used  on  the  plane. 
Several  bills  are  standing,  but  are  not  due.  We  sell  on  a  credit  of 
four  months.  These  bills  were  made  at  various  days — one  yesterday. 
When  the  bills  are  due  we  generally  write  to  the  superintendent,  Mr. 
Cameron,  informing  him  of  that  fact,  when  he  generally  remits  the 
amount.  We  have  made  efforts  to  get  the  $4,000  due  under  Mr.  Me- 
haffey,  from  the  time  it  was  due.  Have  applied  to  Mr.  Cameron  and  ^ 
the  Canal  Commissioners.  When  I  called  upon  Mr.  Cameron,  he- 
stated  *he  had  not  then  examined  into  the  condition  of  the  accounts, 
nor  had  he  drawn  anything  on  account  of  the  motive  power  fund;  this 
was  shortly  after  his  appointment.  He  gave  me  great  encouragement 
that  the  account  would  be  shortly  settled.  I  have  since  that  time  re-  . 
peatedly  called  on  Mr.  Cameron,  and  have  visited  Harrisburg  to  know 
why  the  account  was  not  paid ;  I  received  for  answer  generally  from  , 
Mr.  C.,  that  he  would  pay  it  as  soon  as  funds  came  into  his  hands  to 
pay  it.  We  made  a  private  negotiation  of  the  account  to  raise  funds 
to  meet  our  necessities.  We  gave  our  own  note  for  the  amount  of  , 
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the  account,  which  we  got  discounted,  and  left  the  bill  against  the 
State  as  collateral  security,  but  have  not  drawn  the  whole  proceeds  of 
the  note;  $1,100  are  still  due  us;  and  we  are  also  liable  to  pay  our 
note  which  is  now  past  due.  We  have  not  yet  been  called  upon  for 
pay  on  it.  It  was  done  at  Middletown  Bank.  I  left  our  bill  certified 
and  receipted  with  the  cashier  of  the  Middletown  Bank,  the  time  our 
note  was  discounted.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  bank  has  received 
pay  or  not.  I  was  at  Harrisburg  and  Middletown  last  week,  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  the  balance  of  $1,100  due  us,  but  could  not 
obtain  it.  The  note  was  discounted  in  June  last,  and  payable  in  six 
months,  therefore  fell  due  in  December.  I  paid  discount  on  the  whole 
amount  of  the  note,  ($3,938.)  Mr.  S.  Cameron,  the  cashier,  said  he 
would  not  pay  us  the  whole  amount  then,  there  must  be  $1,000  left 
on  deposite,  until  the  account  could  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  his 
brother,  Mr.  James  Cameron,  the  Superintendent,  when  he  would 
send  us  a  check  for  the  balance.  We  have  no  claim  due  for  any¬ 
thing  furnished  to  the  present  superintendent.  The  bill  for  $4,000 
was  certified  to  by  Mr.  Mehaffey  as  to  its  correctness.  Mr.  Cameron 
has  also  certified  that  he  was  satisfied,  and  would  pay  it  when  placed 
in  funds.  The  arrangement  made  with  the  Middletown  Bank  was 
proposed  by  myself.  I  requested  Mr.  Cameron,  the  Superintendent, 
to  interfere,  and  visit  with  me  the  Middletown  Bank,  to  see  if  money 
could  not  be  raised.  He  gave  me  a  letter  to  the  cashier,  who  said  he 
would  discount  the  note  for  his  brother’s  accommodation.  When  1 
called  on  the  Canal  Commissioners  for  pay,  they  gave  me  no  encourage¬ 
ment;  said  the  Superintendent  of  Motive  Power  must  pay  the  bill. 

JOHN  B.  A.  ALLEN. 

Six  o’clock,  P.  M.,  on  motion,  Committee  adjourned  to  meet  at 
Bowningtown  to-morrow,  at  two  P.  M. 


Wednesday,  Feb.  26,  1840. 

Committee  proceeded  to  Downingtown;  when,  at  2  o’clock  P.  M>, 
the  members  of  the  Committee  being  all  present,  they  proceeded  in 
the  examination  of  witnesses. 


William  Williamson,  affirmed: 

I  know  but  very  little  about  the  purchase  of  the  Como  farm.  On 
the  day  it  was  advertised  to  be  sold,  I  had  a  conversation  with 
Edward  Darlington,  who  was  the  agent  or  the  owner  of  the  farm. 
Heard  the  crier  crying  the  farm ;  saw  Mr.  Peters  there ;  had  no 
knowledge  that  Mr.  Cameron  was  present.  After  they  ceased  crying 
it,  Mr.  Peters  left.  I  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Darlington;  he 
showed  me  a  written  contract  of  sale  of  the  farm.  That  contract 
was  signed  bv  Mr.  Cameron,  for  Mr.  Peters. 

There  have  been  difficulties  on  the  lower  part  of  the  road;  but  this 
was  owing  to  there  being  but  one  track. 

CD  O 
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1  never  knew  Mr.  Cameron,  until  he  was  pointed  out  to  me  yester¬ 
day  at  Philadelphia. 


WM.  WILLIAMSON. 


Robert  Irwin,  sworn : 

The  sale  of  the  Como  farm  was  advertised  to  take  place  at  my 
house  in  West  Chester.  It  was  put  up  and  cried  for  some  time.  It 
was  stopped  by  Mr.  Raborg,  the  owner,  saying  if  any  person  would 
bid  a  certain  price,  it  should  go.  I  took  pains  to  try  to  have  the  sale 
effected.  1  went  down  to  see  Mr.  Ovenshine  and  Mr.  Peters.  The 
sale  was  just  before  the  election  of  1839.  Ovenshine  and  Peters 
were  about  starting,  and  I  said  nothing  to  them.  In  passing  from  the 
Green  Tree  to  my  house,  I  met  Mr.  Cameron  on  the  street.  We  had 
some  conversation  respecting  the  property.  I  told  him  I  thought  he 
ought  to  buy  it,  as  it  was  very  low.  Immediately  Mr.  Torbert  came 
up.  Mr.  T.  stated  what  the  property  could  be  bought  at.  After  a 
few  words  of  conversation,  Mr.  Cameron  or  Mr.  Torbert — one  said  to 
the  other,  shall  we  go  and  offer  that  sum?  After  a  very  few  minutes 
conversation,  they  concluded  to  go  and  offer  it.  After  some  time  they 
came  up  to  my  house,  and  went  into  the  back  room,  and  the  bargain 
was  concluded,  and  articles  of  agreement  signed — Cameron,  Torbert, 
Darlington,  Pettit,  Raborg,  and  Cloud,  were  present.  Mr.  Cameron 
spoke  to  Pettit  to  examine  the  title  papers,  and  wished  him  to  see 
that  every  thing  was  right.  On  the  back  of  the  conditions  of  sale, 
Mr.  Darlington  gave  a  certificate  showing  that  we  had  sold  the  pro¬ 
perty  to  Jacob  Peters  for  $10,750  00. 


[Here  Mr.  Irwin  presented  a  paper  containing  a  written  statement 
of  the  conditions  of  sale  of  the  Como  farm,  signed  Edward  Darling¬ 
ton,  attorney  in  fact  for  Charles  W.  Raborg,  and  his  wife.  On  the 
back  of  which  were  the  following  endorsements : 


“I  hereby  declare  that  I  have  sold  the  property  within  described, 
has  been  this  day  sold  Jacob  Peters,  at  the  sum  of  $16,750  00. 

(Signed,)  E.  DARLINGTON,  Att’y  for 

CH’S  W.  RABORG. 


“  I  certify  that  I  have  purchased  said  property,  at  said  sum  of 
$10,750  00  ;  and  I  agree  to  pay  $500  in  cash,  at  this  time,  and 
$2,000  on  Saturday  next,  when  the  deed  is  to  be  executed,  and  a  judg¬ 
ment  bond  to  be  given  for  the  balance  of  the  purchase  money,  after 
deducting  the  judgments  and  mortgages,  which  shall  remain  a  lien  on 
the  property,  at  the  execution  of  the  deed,  with  the  interest  on  the 
same ;  the  bond  to  be  payable  on  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

(Signed,)  JAMES  CAMERON, 

for  JACOB  PETERS.”] 

There  is  no  date  to  either  of  these  writings.  The  deed  was  made  at 
my  house.  Mr.  Peters  and  Cameron,  and,  I  think,  Mr.  Torbert,  was 
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present.  It  was  the  week  following  the  tim$  of.  sale.  I  think  at  the 
rime  mentioned  in  the  endorsements. 

ROB’T.  IRWIN. 


John  D.  Pettit,  called: 

Stated,  that  having  been  originally  employed  as  counsel  for  Mr. 
Peters,  he  declined  answering  any  questions  relative  to  the  sale  and 
purchase  of  the  Como  farm. 

Sworn  : 

I  know  nothing  of  the  management  of  this  road.  Have  been  along 
it  frequently  from  West  Chester.  I  know, nothing  about  the  indebted¬ 
ness  of  the  Slate  on  the  road.. 

I  have  never  heard  Mr.  Peters  say  any  other  person  was  interested 
with  him  in  the  purchase  of  the  farm;  nor  have  I  ever  heard  any 
other  persons  say  they  were  interested  with  Mr.  Peters.  Upon  the 
day  of  the,  sale  of  the  property,  but  before  the  sale,  I  met  Mr.  Came¬ 
ron  in  the  street.  My  impression  is,  he  stated  Mr.  Peters  had  it  in 
contemplation  to  buy  the  property — that  if  Mr.  Peters  bought  the  farm, 
he  wanted  me  to  examine  the  title.  I  was  previously  the  agent  for 
Mr.  Raborg,  for  the  sale  of  the  property.  Mr.  Peters  was  not  presen: 
with  us.  He  was*in  town,  but  I  did.  not  then  know  him.  Mr.  Tor  her:, 
Mr.  Ovenshine,  Mr.  Peters,  and  Mr.  Cameron  were  in  town.  Alter 
the  sale  had  been  accomplished,  and  articles  of  agreement  entered 
into,  I  saw  no  more  of  Mr,  Cameron,  and  knew  no  more  of  him  in  the 
transaction.  There  was  some  difficulty  about  the  $500  to  be  paid 
down.  Mr.  Cameron  said,  if  they  would  take  his  check  for  the  amount 
on  the  Lancaster  Bank,  he  would  advance  it  for  Mr.  Peters;  which 
was  agreed  to.  I  think  I  wrote  the  receipt  for  the  $500  to  Mr.  Peters. 
It  was  in  1839 ;  but  I  do  not  recollect  the  month.  The  deed  was  to 
be  made  within  ten  days,  or  a  short  time,  when  the  balance  of  the 
interest  due  on  Mr.  Cloud’s  mortgage  should  be  paid.  The  mortgage 
was  for  something  like  $11,900.  When  the  deed  was  given,  a  calcu¬ 
lation  was  made  of  the  interest  due  on  the  mortgage,  which  was  over 
$1,680,  exclusive  of  the  $500  which  had  been  previously  paid  on  the 
mortgage.  Mr.  Peters  paid  this,  and  took  a  receipt,  both  upon  the 
bond,  and  a  dublicate  receipt  which  he  kept  for  himself.  At  the  time 
of  the  sale  of  the  property,  an  execution  was  existing  against  the  farm, 
which  had  been  issued  some  time,  at  the  suit  of  Geo.  Martin  vs.  Wm. 
Raborg,  for  over  $300.  1  had  this  stopped,  by  stating  that  Mr.  Peters 

would  pay  the  money.  Subsequently  two  executions  were  issued  bv 
judgment  creditors  against  Mr.  Raborg,  on  judgments  which  were 
liens  against  this  same  property.  The  principal  was  for  $800 — the 
other  near  $400.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Peters,  stated  to  him  those  executions 
had  issued,  and  admonished  him  it  would  be  well  to  attend  to  it,  or  the 
property  would  be  advertised;  it  had  already  been  condemned  on  these 
executions.  Mr.  Peters  sent  his  agent  up — a  man  by  the  name  of 
Mitchell,  with,  about  $2,600..  .  He  did  not  pay  off  these  judgments,  but 
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paid  off  other  judgment  liens  which  existed  against  that  property,  with 
tliis  money.  I  think  it  was  all  exhausted  in  the  discharge  of  liens. 
The  $390  judgment  of  Hughes’,  was  afterwards  paid  off  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  by  Mr,  Peters,  in  my  presence.  I  know  indirectly  that  he  paid 
a  portion  of  the  mortgage.  I  had  a  claim  put  in  my  hands  to  collect 
from  Mr.  Cloud,  who  holds  this  claim  on  the  Como  farm.  He  sought 
my  forbearance,  telling  me  he  could  not  pay  this  money  until  he  col¬ 
lected  it  on  the  mortgage  on  the  farm.  I  was  paid  the  money  by  Mr. 
Cloud,  ($2,900,)  within  three  weeks  past.  There  is  still  a  small  judg¬ 
ment,  of  thirty  or  forty  dollars,  against  Raborg — a  lien  on  this  farm. 
I  spoke  to  Mr.  Peters  about  it  this  day.  He  said  he  would  pay  it 
when  demanded.  The  title  for  the  farm  1  know  to  have  been  made  to 
Mr.  Peters,  by  Mr.  Raborg  and  his  wife. 

I  do  not  know  that  any  person  is  connected  with  Mr.  Peters  in  the 
ownership  of  the  farm,  directly  or  indirectly.  Mr.  Peters  paid  me  for 
my  services,  in  examining  the  titles,  &c.  I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Came¬ 
ron  from  the  day  the  farm  was  sold  to  this  day,  nor  have  I  had  any 
communication  with  him,  by  letter  or  otherwise,  respecting  the  farm.  It 
is  quite  possible  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Raborg,  that  Mr.  Cameron  or  Dr. 
Hume  wanted  to  buy  the  farm;  but  if  I  did  so,  it  was  not  from  any 
authority  from  Mr.  Cameron,  as  I  did  not  know  him  before  the  day 
of  sale. 

J.  D.  PETTIT. 


Jacob  Peters,  sworn: 

The  Como  farm  belongs  to  me ;  I  have  the  deed  for  it ;  it  is  dated 
the  3d  day  of  October,  ld39,  signed  Charles  W.  Raborg  and  Catha¬ 
rine  D.  Raborg.  I  have  paid  all  that  has  been  paid  on  it.  $6,900 
are  yet  due  from  me.  When  I  went  to  the  sale,  the  farm  was  put  up 
and  bid  in.  1  was  the  highest  bidder,  but  my  bids  did  not  reach  the 
amount  required.  About  the  time  I  was  going  away,  Mr.  Cameron 
and  Mr.  Torbert  told  me  they  thought  I  could  get  it  by  giving  a  little 
more.  I  then  got.  in  a  carriage  to  start;  Mr.  Torbert  got  on  the  wheel 
and  advised  me  to  buy  it;  he  thought  he  could  buy  it  for  a  little  more 
than  I  offered.  I  told  Mr.  T.  if  he  could  bargain  for  it  to  do  it.  The 
next  day  Mr.  Torbert  sent  me  word  he  had  bought  the  farm  for 
$16,750.  He  further  stated,  when  he  bought  it  Mr.  Cloud  wished 
some  money  paid  down,  that  he  had  not  much  money  with  him,  and 
that  Mr.  Cameron  gave  his  check  for  $500.  I  then  went  up  in  a 
week,  ten  days  or  two  weeks,  to  pay  the  balance  of  the  consideration 
money,  which  amounted  to  a  little  over  $1,000  with  what  Mr.  Cam¬ 
eron  had  paid.  There  was  a  mortgage  on  the  place  of  over  $11,000, 
and  several  small  liens,  amounting  to  something  in  the  neighborhood 
of  $2,600.  The  same  man  is  on  the  farm  now  who  was  on  it  before. 
I  draw  rent  from  1st  October.  Mr.  Cameron,  nor  no  other  person 
than  myself,  has  any  interest  directly  or  indirectly  in  the  farm. 
Several  persons  bid  on  the  farm.  Ovenshine  bid  for  me;  I  authorized 
him  to  do  so;  I  also  authorized  Mr.  Torbert  to  bid  for  me.  Mr.  Oven- 
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shine  left  with  me,  and  went  to  Philadelphia.  My  first  attention  to 
this  farm,  was  called  by  the  advertisement  in  the  paper,  when  I  went 
to  look  at  it. 

Mr.  Cameron  agreed  to  take  of  me  what  wood  he  wanted  for  the 
use  of  the  State,  and  give  me  for  it  what  he  gave  other  people.  This 
contract  was  entered  into  shortly  after  I  bought  the  farm.  I  was  to 
deliver  the  wood  at  Gaullagherville,  and  at  different  watering  stations 
along  the  line,  and  at  the  plane.  When  the  wood  wras  scarce,  he 
agreed  to  give  me  $4  50  per  cord,  at  the  plane,  free  of  toll,  and  let 
me  have  the  State  cars  to  haul  it  in.  The  additional  expense  to  me 
in  delivering  it  at  the  plane,  over  other  places,  was  finding  men  to  go 
with  the  cars  and  load  and  unload.  Mr.  Ovenshine  attends  to  the 
wood  on  the  road  and  at  the  stations,  as  my  agent.  My  settlement 
with  the  State  will  be  according  to  his  measurement.  I  do  not  know 
that  he  is  in  the  employ  of  the  State.  I  have  not  been  paid  for  any 
of  the  wood.  The  wood  is  a  mixture  of  various  kinds;  some  gum 
among  it.  The  bargain  was  for  good  merchantable  wood.  I  do  not 
know  the  price  of  wood  at  Gaullagherville.  Do  not  know  what  I 
am  to  have  for  wood  at  any  of  the  places  except  the  plane.  The 
State  cars  and  motive  power  were  to  be  furnished  gratis,  for  the 
delivery  at  any  intermediate  points;  but  I  was  to  be  at  all  the  other 
expense.  I  do  not  know  how  much  wood  has  been  delivered;  I  have 
not  received  any  account.  No  wood  cut  on  the  Como  farm  has  been 
sent  to  the  city,  but  some  I  think  went  to  the  foot  of  the  plane.  Mr. 
Ovenshine  has  no  interest  in  the  wood  taken  from  the  farm,  directly 
or  indirectly.  I  do  not  know  any  thing  of  Samuel  Ovenshine  buying 
wood  of  Mr.  Pirn.  I  do  not  know  of  his  taking  any  of  the  wood  cut 
on  the  Como  farm,  for  his  own  use  to  the  city. 

Ovenshine  told  me  the  cars  were  stopped  here,  and  they  would  not 
let  him  take  the  wood  down  without  paying  toll;  the  collector  after  he 
kept  them  a  little  while,  let  them  go.  I  do  not  know  that  any  wood 
has  been  delivered  east  of  this,  except  at  the  head  and  foot  of  the 
plane.  I  never  heard  Mr.  Cameron  say  that  he  •would  have  the  col¬ 
lector’s  office  at  Downingtown  taken  away,  and  -would  have  Snyder 
removed,  and  that  this  place  should  not  be  a  wood  station.  1  know 
nothing  about  contracts  for  coal ;  have  none  myself.  I  have  no  claims 
against  the  State,  except  for  wood  delivered  at  Gaullagherville,  the 
inclined  plane,  and  intermediate  places.  The  State  owes  me  for  all 
the  wood  that  has  been  delivered,  including  that  at  Gaullagherville 
and  all  other  places.  The  State  has  been  using  of  that  at  Gaullagh- 

prvillp 

JACOB  PETERS. 


Thomas  Tustin,  re-sworn: 

So  far  as  regards  any  thing  necessary  for  repairs,  which  I  bought 
at  Lancaster  or  Columbia,  I  have  always  had  it  brought  down  the 
road  free  of  toll  or  charge  for  motive  power.  I  have  bought  cross  ties 
and  other  lumber  for  repair  of  road  and  cast  iron  chairs.  The  same 
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practice  also  prevails  with  regard  to  articles  wanted  for  repair  bought 
from  the  Eastern  part  of  the  road.  Some  of  the  cross  ties  I  brought 
from  Columbia  to  the  Eagle,  White  Hall,  and  other  places,  and  some 
to  the  plane.  I  have  had  well  on  to  one  hundred  car  loads  hauled 
from  Lancaster,  Columbia  and  Middletown.  I  have  known  during 
Mr.  Mehaffey’s  time,  cars  loaded  with  wood,  to  go  from  near  Oakland 
to  the  head  of  the  plane.  I  think  the  distance  about  twenty -two  miles. 
The  distance  from  Gaullagherville  to  the  plane  about  thirty-one  miles. 
I  am  not  positive  as  to  the  number  of  loads  of  cast  iron  chairs  taken 
down,  but  think  about  ten.  Those  brought  from  Columbia  were  cast 
by  Bougher  and  Wolf ;  those  from  Lancaster,  were  bought  from  Pen¬ 
nell,  Lenher  and  Humes.  The  last  I  bought,  I  bought  in  Philadel¬ 
phia.  My  division  comes  in  five  or  six  miles  of  this  place. 

1  do  not  know  the  price  of  wood  by  sloop  load  or  quantity  in  Phila¬ 
delphia.  At  the  time  or  directly  alter  the  Valley  Creek  bridge  was 
burnt,  the  lumber  required  to  build  it,  I  understood,  was  brought  from 
Columbia  and  Middletown.  In  all  cases  when  a  locomotive  would 
arrive  there  with  a  train  of  cars  loaded  with  lumber  for  the  bridge, 
burthen  cars  with  merchandize  standing  there,  had  to  be  removed  to 
make  room  for  the  lumber  cars.  Whenever  cars  were  required  to 
bring  lumber  for  the  bridge,  they  were  got  off  in  preference  to  any 
others.  I  tvas  told  by  the  owners  of  cars,  hauling  the  lumber  for  the 
Valley  Creek  bridge,  that  they  brought  it  free  of  toll  or  motive  power. 

THOMAS  TUSTIN. 


Morgan  L.  Reece,  affirmed: 

1  was  at  West  Chester  and  attended  the  public  sale  of  the  Como  farm. 
1  staid  until  the  public  sale  was  stopped.  It  was  not  sold  at  public 
sale.  Shortly  after  the  sale  was  stopped,  I  went  to  Mr.  M<Clellan’s 
tavern,  the  Green  Tree.  I  saw  Mr.  Peters  there.  I  saw  Mr.  Came¬ 
ron  there  also.  There  were  several  others  there.  Mr.  Peters’  car¬ 
riage  came  to  the  door  soon  after  I  got  there.  He  got  into  it  and  Mr. 
Cameron  spoke  to  him.  I  do  not  know  what  it  was  about.  Heard 
Mr.  Cameron  say  it  was  no  use  for  a  man  to  stay  here  to  bid  against 
himself.  I  reside  in  this  place.  Never  saw  any  accounts  against  the 
State  offered  for  sale.  Never  knew  of  any  body  leaving  the  employ 
of  the  State  for  want  of  pay.  The  price  of  oak  wood  here,  is  $3  50 
a  cord,  by  single  cord. 

MORGAN  L.  REECE. 


James  Toeeert,  sworn : 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  no  person  has  any  interest  in  the 
Como  farm  but  Mr.  Peters  himself.  I  have  none.  They  are  using 
the  wood  hauled  from  the  Como  farm  to  Gaullagherville,  on  the  road. 
All  that  is  left  there,  is  corded  the  same  as  other  wood  is.  I  saw 
several  cars  loading  with  wood  at  Gaullagherville,  of  which,  I  under¬ 
stood,  some  was  to  go  to  the  head  of  the  plane,  and  some  to  Mr. 
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Rice,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Schuylkill  level.  I  do  not  know  of 
Mr.  Ovenshine  having  any  interest  in  the  wood.  Mr.  Ovenshine 
bought  some  wood  of  Mr.  Richard  Pim.  I  don’t  know  what  quan¬ 
tity.  Mr.  P.  said  he  did  not  know  what  quantity  he  had.  The  price 
was  $3  50.  He,  (Mr.  Ovenshine,)  talked  of  taking  it  to  the  head  of 
the  plane,  as  it  was  dry  wood,  and  he  said  wood  was  scarce.  It  was 
sometime  in  the  fall.  Mr.  Peters  has  Mr.  O.  employed  as  his  agent, 
to  superintend  the  wood-chopping  and  hauling.  I  do  not  know  that 
Mr.  O.  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  State.  I  do  not  recollect  of  any 
conversation  with  Mr.  Ovenshine  or  Cameron  about  passing  the  wood 
cars  by  the  Collector’s  office. 

The  price  given  for  wood  at  Gaullagherville,  I  always  understood 
to  be  $3  50  per  cord.  I  do  not  know  what  was  to  be  paid  for  wood 
at  the  head  of  the  plane;  or  who  was  to  pay  the  conductors  of  cars 
with  the  wood.  It  would  take  two  men  to  manage  four  cars,  to  load, 
conduct,  and  unload  them.  I  cannot  tell  how  many  cords  of  wood 
are  at  Gaullagherville ;  should  think  three  hundred  cords  from  the 
Como  farm. 

I  think  the  wood  bought  by  Ovenshine,  was  left  at  Gaullagherville. 
I  do  not  know  whether  it  has  been  removed.  I  have  not  known  of 
an  effort  being  made  to  get  the  Collector’s  office  at  Downingtown 
removed  to  Gaullagherville.  I  have  no  claims  against  the  State. 
I  have  not  known  any  to  be  sold. 

JAMES  TORBERT. 


Joseph  Snyder,  affirmed: 

I  am  Collector  at  Downingtown.  About  the  beginning  of  January 
I  was  sick,  and  John  Webster  was  tending  for  me,  in  my  office.  He 
came  down  to  see  me  one  evening,  and  asked  if  he  should  let  cars  go 
by  the  office,  without  clearances  or  permit — I  told  him  he  should  not. 
I  told  him  if  he  was  not  sure  it  was  State  property,  he  should  not  let 
it  go  by.  Some  few  days  after  that,  I  was  at  my  office.  A  train  of 
cars  stopped  at  my  office.  The  conductors  exhibited  their  clearances. 
I  counted  the  cars,  and  found  there  were  four  cars  not  reported. 
Those  which  had  clearances,  came  from  Philadelphia.  I  went  to  the 
back  part  of  the  train,  and  found  the  conductor  of  the  four,  which 
had  not  been  cleared,  lying  in  the  car.  I  asked  him  why  he  lay  in 
there,  and  did  not  come  and  show  his  clearance.  He  said  he  had  no 
clearance.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  a  permit.  He  said  no.  I  asked 
him  where  he  was  going.  He  said  to  Gaullagherville  for  wood.  I 
asked  him  who  employed  him,  or  who  for.  He  said  Sam’l  Ovenshine 
employed  him.  I  did  not  ask  his  name.  I  told  him  he  should  not  go 
by  the  office  any  more  without  a  permit ;  but  as  there  was  no  side¬ 
ling  here,  he  should  take  the  cars  to  Gaullagherville.  The  next  I 
knew,  there  were  four  cars  run  by  here  with  wood,  which  did  not  stop 
at  the  office.  This  was  in  the  beginning  of  January.  A  day  or  two 
after  this,  the  person  who  went  up  without  the  clearance  before,  came 
again  with  his  cars  empty.  I  asked .  him  whether  he  was  hauling 
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wood  for  the  State.  He  said  he  did  not  know — that  Samuel  Oven- 
shine  employed  him.  I  asked  where  he  took  the  wood  to.  He  said 
to  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Nothing  was  said  about  going  up  or 
down  the  plane.  He  said  he  was  hauling  from  Gaullagherville. 
Ovenshine  told  me  he  got  some  of  this  wood  for  his  own  use.  I  told 
the  conductor  he  should  go  and  get  a  permit  from  some  person  autho¬ 
rized  to  give  it.  I  previously  asked  him  if  he  had  any  money  to  pay 
the  toll. 

I  did  not  fine  him,  because  I  thought  if  the  wood  went  merely  to  the 
head  of  the  plane,  it  ought  to  go  free. 

In  January,  1840,  four  cars  containing  about  five  loads  of  wood 
went  down  towards  the  city,  and  returned  a  few  days  after  empty. 

On  the  15th  they  ran  down  again  loaded  with  about  same  quantity 
wood,  and  returned  soon  after  empty. 

On  the  26th  four  more  went  down  also  with  about  same  quantity. 

The  same  agent  returned  with  three  cars  only,  empty. 

February  3d,  three  cars  went  down  loaded  with  wood ;  a  few  days 
after  the  same  conductor  returned,  I  believe,  with  four  cars,  and  an 
engine,  along  with  the  cars.  He  stopped  here;  I  asked  if  he  had  still 
no  permit ;  he  said  yes,  he  had.  He  showed  me  the  permit.  As  near 
as  I  can  recollect,  it  read: 

“Pass  {Samuel  Ovenshine’s  cars  to  Parkesburg. 

DENNIS  TOROMEY.” 

Dennis  Toromey  is  a  clerk  in  the  Collector’s  office  at  Philadelphia. 

I  asked  him  (the  conductor,)  if  he  was  loaded.  He  said  he  had 
coal,  which  he  was  taking  to  Parkesburg.  I  asked  what  he  was  going 
to  do,  whether  he  would  haul  more  wood.  He  said  he  would  or  had 
orders  to  do  so.  I  asked  him  where  from.  He  said  from  Parkes¬ 
burg.  I  asked  him  where  he  would  take  that  wood  to?  He  said  to 
the  plane.  They  never  returned.  Each  time  when  the  cars  went 
loaded  with  wood,  they  did  not  stop,  except  the  last  time  when  they 
stopped  long  enough  to  leave  a  letter.  [See  Appendix,  letter  A.] 

Twice  the  engines  went  down  with  four  cars  of  wood,  and  once  with 
three  cars  of  wood  without  any  other  cars.  I  cannot  say  whether  it 
was  the  same  engine.  None  of  the  Como  wood  has  ever  paid  toll. 
1  have  never,  during  my  time  of  office,  been  asked  to  pass  other  than 
Como  wood  free  of  toll.  When  I  first  came  here,  it  was  customary 
for  cars  conveying  State  property  to  exhibit  permits.  Other  cars  car¬ 
rying  wood  for  the  State  than  those  from  Gaullagherville  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  passing  ever  since  I  have  been  in  office,  free  of  toll. 
They  had  general  permits;  I  knew  the  men.  Always,  when  I  had  an 
opportunity  I  required  them  to  let  me  see  it.  I  generally  saw  them,  but 
not  always.  Locomotives  frequently  pass  by  to  and  from  the  Parkes¬ 
burg  shop,  as  I  understand,  without  any  train.  I  cannot  tell  whether 
the  locomotives  with  the  wood  cars  came  from  the  Parkesburg  shop  or 
not;  they  might  have  done  so.  During  the  period  while  the  engines 
were  passing  down  with  only  wood  cars,  Webster’s  cars  were  lying 
at  this  place  waiting  for  motive  power. 
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I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Webster  made  any  attempts  to  stop  the  en¬ 
gines  for  the  purpose  of  hitching  on.  The  rule  is  that  all  trains  shall 
stop  at  the  Collector’s  office. 

Eight  o’clock,  P.  M.,  Committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  8  o’clock  to¬ 
morrow  morning. 

f  _ _ 

Thursday  Morning,  ^ 

February  27,  8  o’clock  A.  M.  ^ 

Committee  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Members  all  present. 

Joseph  Snyder’s  testimony  continued: 

I  have  never  had  any  general  permit  given  me  to  pass  the  cars  with 
wood  from  Gaullaghervilie. 

Eight  or  ten  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  letter  from  Mr.  Cameron, 
mentioned  yesterday,  Mr.  Cameron  called  at  my  office,  and  says  to 
me,  “do  you  still  refuse  to  let  the  State  cars  pass,  taking  wood  to  the 
plane?”  I  told  him  I  have  refused  to  let  some  cars  pass,  when  I 
knew  or  believed  them  not  to  be  carrying  wood  for  the  use  of  the 
State.  Some  went  past  when  this  letter  (showing  him  the  letter  re¬ 
ferred  to)  was  brought  in.  All  I  wish  to  do  is  my  duty.  He  told  me, 
“take  care  you  don’t  do  more  than  your  duty.  You  had  better,  (or  he 
said  hereafter,  I  do  not  know  which,)  let  them  cars  pass,  I  will  take 
the  responsibility,  (meaning  the  cars  carrying  wood  from  Gallagher- 
ville) — the  credit  of  the  State  must  be  kept  up;  I  will  get  wood  where- 
ever  I  choose,  or  please — it  has  been  customary  with  other  adminis¬ 
trations,  and  I  have  a  right  to  do  the  same.”  I  believe  I  asked  him 
here  why  he  did  not  give  those  men  a  permit,  and  also  asked  him, 
“but  how  will  I  know  which  are  State  cars,  without  they  have  a  per¬ 
mit?”  He  told  me,  “you  ought  to  make  yourself  acquainted  with 
them.”  I  said  “well  are  them  State  cars  that  have  the  name  of  Bol¬ 
ton  on  them?  some  of  those  you  wished  me  to  pass  had  that  name 
on  them.”  He  said,  “this  is  your  look  out.”  I  said,  “is  that  State 
wood  which  is  taken  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia?  the  conductor  tells 
me  he  took  some  of  that  wood  to  the  city.”  He  told  me,  “that  is 
your  look  out.” 

I  have  n.ever  had  any  rule  laid  down  to  me  respecting  State  agents 
on  burden  cars.  Some  have  called  at  my  office  and  paid  over  tolls 
for  passengers,  and  some  never  have  reported  any.  Those  who  have 
never  called,  I  have  understood  from  conductors,  had  received  money 
from  passengers.  I  do  not  know  the  name  of  any  State  agent  who 
has  not  called.  Mr.  Monaghan,  who  is  a  State  agent,  as  far  as  I 
know,  has  always  done  his  duty.  I  think  the  State  agents,  on  burden 
cars,  are  of  no  kind  of  use  whatever. 

Whashington  Wheeling,  the  barkeeper,  takes  up  the  wood  here. 
I  have  done  it  sometimes  myself.  The  wood  agent,  John  Hippie, 
makes  out  the  wood-bills,  and  the  sawyers  and  corders  bills,  and  cer¬ 
tifies  to  them.  I  cannot  tell  how  Mr.  Hippie  knows  the  quantity  of 
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wood  here.  For  some  time,  the  wood  corders  and  sawyers  carried 
the  accounts  in  their  pockets.  Wm.  Sweetin  and  Wm.  Rankin,  are* 
corders  and  sawyers.  They  several  times  asked  me  to  take  up  the 
wood  for  them,  when  Mr.  Wheeling  was  not  in.  I  know  that  Mr. 
Hippie  has  certified  to  wood  that  he  did  not  take  up.  In  one  case,  I 
had  certified  on  the  back  of  the  wood  corder’s  account,  after  which 
some  was  taken  up  before  Mr.  Hippie  saw  it,  and  he  certified  to  the 
account. 

No  bills  have  been  carried  from  my  office  without  being  paid,  after 
they  were  receipted;  but  attempts  have  been  made  to  carry  them  off 
by  Mr.  Hippie.  Wm.  R.  Downing’s  account  was  one.  I  refused  to 
let  him  have  it.  He  burnt  it.  Mr.  Downing  called  at  my  office  and 
receipted  a  blank  bill,  and  requested  me  to  get  Mr.  Hippie  to  make 
out  the  bill  and  certify  to  it,  which  1  did.  That  bill  Mr.  Hippie  want¬ 
ed  to  take  away.  I  refused  to  let  him  have  it.  He  then  put  it  in  the 
stove.  He  told  me  that  Mr.  Cameron  told  him  to  bring  all  bills  which 
he  certified,  to  his  (Cameron’s)  office,  and  said,  “you  must  not  think 
that  I  approve  of  it.”  John  Webster  was  present.  I  never  heard  in 
any  other  instance  of  bills  receipted  being  taken  away  without  being 
paid,  or  evidence  left  of  their  not  being  paid. 

Mr.  Pennington  went  up  to  Lancaster,  as  appears  from  this  letter, 
(showing  a  letter  from  Mr.  Broom,  Mr.  Cameron’s  clerk)  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy.  [See  Appendix — letter  B.] 

I  released  the  cars  of  Mr.  Pennington  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter. 
He  paid  me  the  balance  due  over  the  amount  of  the  wood  bill,  and 
left  this  amount  unpaid.  Subsequently  I  asked  Mr.  Cameron,  at  this 
house,  when  he  would  pay  me  that  bill.  I  told  him  I  must  have  the 
money  to  make  up  my  quarterly  settlement.  This  money  was  to  be 
applied  to  make  up  the  quarter  ending  31st  December.  I  borrowed 
money  to  make  up  my  settlement,  but  had  to  pay  it  back  again  before 
I  made  all  my  deposits  for  the  quarter.  In  reply  to  my  inquiries,  Mr. 
Cameron  says,  “must  you?”  I  told  him  yes.  He  said  he  had  no 
money — you  may  see  where  you  get  it.  I  had  no  other  conversation 
with  Mr.  Cameron,  or  with  his  clerk,  after  this,  on  this  subject.  Pre¬ 
vious  to  the  receipt  of  the  account  being  made  out  and  left  with  Mr. 
Broom,  I  went  to  Lancaster,  to  tell  Mr.  Cameron  not  to  pay  that  bill 
at  any  other  place  than  here.  He  told  me  I  should  go  to  Mr.  Broom. 
He  told  me  he  would  try  and  have  the  bill  paid  here,  if  he  could.  I 
have  had  conversation  with  Mr.  Cameron,  about  complaints  against 
his  conduct  on  the  road.  That  was  the  time  the  Canal  Commissioners 
were  here;  I  think  the  20th  of  November,  1839.  He  told  me,  “  You, 
the  Hunts,  and  all  about  this  place,  are  doing  all  against  me  you  can.” 
I  told  him  he  should  not  charge  the  landlord  with  doing  any  thing 
against  him.  I  told  him  I  thought  some  had  reason  for  complaining. 
I  cannot  tell  his  reply.  I  told  him  some  bills  were  lying  in  this  office 
for  payment,  mostly  wood  bills,  against  both  Superintendents.  I  told 
him  he  could  stop  all  these  complaints,  if  he  would  only  let  the  people 
know  what  became  of  the  money.  He  said  he  had  no  money,  and 
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could  not  pay  the  bills.  He  afterwards  came  into  the  office,  and  left 
this  paper.  (Of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  :) 

“Since  first  Feb.  we  have  paid  $10,000  old  debts.  Mehaffey  drew 
out  of  the  treasury  $18,000.  Fritz  has  in  his  hands  over  $17,000; 
making  $45,000,  besides  all  the  expenses  of  engines  which  were  out 
of  order  on  the  first  of  February.  20 th  Nov .,  1839.” 

This  paper  is  in  Mr.  Cameron’s  handwriting,  and  was  given  to 
show  the  people.  This  was  given  me  two  or  three  minutes  after  I  had 
asked  him  to  give  some  satisfaction  to  be  shown  the  people.  When  he 
handed  the  paper  to  me,  he  did  not  say  any  thing. 

During  the  conversation,  Mr.  Cameron  said  he  would  not  have  this 
continued  a  wood  station;  that  he  was  going  to  use  coal.  With  regard 
to  myself,  I  considered  that  Mr.  Cameron  did  not  treat  me  as  a  gen¬ 
tleman.  When  I  went  to  Lancaster  to  see  him,  he  could  not  stand 
still  to  hear  me  out,  but  told  me  to  go  to  Mr.  Broom. 

From  Gallaugherville  to  the  head  of  the  plane,  31  miles,  the  toll 
of  a  cord  of  wood  is  77\  cts. ;  motive  power,  93  cts. ;  toll  on  one  car, 
15^  cts.;  motive  power  on  a  car,  46^  cts.;  amounting  to  $2  324  cts. 
This  estimate  allows  but  one  cord  of  wood  to  the  car.  There  are  bills 
lying  here,  due  on  motive  power,  including  water-men,  wood-sawyers, 
and  for  wood,  amounting  to  $1,233  25-100.  These  are  all  in  my 
hands.  Some  of  them  have  been  due  since  June,  1838.  Mr.  Came¬ 
ron  has  paid  some  of  the  old  bills  which  were  in  my  hands.  The 
portion  of  those  now  in  my  hands,  contracted  in  Mr.  Mehaffey’s  time, 
is  probably  300  or  400  dollars.  I  have  been  offered  some  accounts  at 
a  discount.  I  bought  none.  One  man  was  very  anxious  to  sell  to  me. 
He  offered  a  very  good  discount,  but  I  cannot  recollect  the  amount. 

I  think  Mr.  Douglass  Jones  of  Philadelphia  left  the  service  of  the 
State  as  State  agent,  because  he  could  not  get  his  pay.  Some  said 
here,  that  they  would  not  furnish  any  more  wood  until  they  could  see 
whether  they  would  be  paid.  I  did  not  tell  Mr.  Cameron  that  none 
would  furnish  wood. 

We  were  nearly  out  of  wood  at  this  station.  Mr.  Downey  had  a 
good  many  wood  cutters  employed. 

Mr.  Cameron  told  me  to  tell  Mr.  Lyttle  to  haul  wood — that  he  would 
be  along  next  month  and  pay  him.  Wood  could  any  time  be  had  here 
during  the  last  year  by  thousands  of  cords. 

JOS.  SNYDER. 


John  M.  Mullin,  affirmed  : 

On  Friday  last,  I  had  some  conversation  with  Mr.  Cameron  respect¬ 
ing  some  of  the  complaints  made  against  him.  lie  said  the  wood  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  road  was  getting  scarce,  and  the  Como  farm  was 
purchased  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  supply  when  necessary ;  like¬ 
wise,  there  was  a  contract  made  to  deliver  some  of  it  at  the  inclined 
planes,  at  $4  50,  to  be  conveyed  by  public  conveyance.  Some  of  the 
wood  was  taken  there,  and  the  collector  here  had  stopped  some  of  th,e 
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cars.  When  this  investigation  was  over,  he  said  he  would  see  who 
would  stop  his  cars.  He  observed  to  me,  there  was  great  complaint 
about  the  wood  bills.  He  said  he  was  unable  to  pay  those  wood  bills 
because  he  had  not  the  money.  Said  he  was  prepared  to  show  what 
he  had  received,  and  what  he  had  paid  away.  I  think  he  told  me  he 
had  borrowed  $20,000,  or  $30,000,  on  his  own  responsibility  to  pay 
off  some  of  the  claims.  I  have  some  claims  against  the  State — not  a 
great  deal.  I  delivered,  I  think,  2^  cords  at  Gaullagherville.  I  under¬ 
stood  they  were  giving  $3  50  per  cord,  amounting  to  $9  62. 

JOHN  M.  MULLIN. 


Richard  Pm,  affirmed: 

I  made  a  contract  in  years  1837-’38,  to  deliver  a  portion  of  wood'. 
I  do  not  know  the  number  of  cords  on  my  bills.  They  are  in  the 
Collector’s  office  here,  and  amount  to  $202  37.  A  portion  of  the 
wood  was  hickory,  at  $4  50 — the  balance  was  $3  50  ;  it  was  all  de¬ 
livered  during  Mr.  Mehaffey’s  time.  I  put  in  proposals  to  Mr.  Cam¬ 
eron’s  office  last  spring,  to  furnish  wood  for  $3  50,  and  not  exceeding 
$3  75  for  oak,  and  $4  50  for  hickory,  delivered  at  Gaullagherville.  I 
would  be  willing  to  deliver  as  it  was  delivered  this  winter  at  $3  50. 
1  mean  rough  and  smooth — big  and  little — all  kinds  of  wood  as  it 
came.  Before  we  had  to  pick  the  wood,  throwing  out  all  the  small 
wood,  and  all  that  could  not  be  split. 

I  have  never  had  any  accounts  of  wood  offered  me  for  sale. 

The  bills  for  wood  in  Mr.  Mehaffey’s  time  were  once  in  Mr.  Mehaf- 
iey’s  hands — they  were  sent  to  his  office  and  afterwards  sent  back ; 
they  were  receipted  but  not  dated.  "  They  are  now  in  hands  of  Mr. 
Snyder,  and  have  not  been  paid.  I  had  furnished  wood  to  Mr.  Me- 
haffey  before,  and  was  always  paid  promptly  or  without  any  difficul¬ 
ty,  until  this.  I  never,  previous  to  this,  had  to  be  out  of  my  pay  over 
six  months. 

RICHARD  PIM. 


Jamies  M.  Beale,  sworn : 

I  have  a  claim  of  $141  75  against  the  State  for  wood  furnished  in 
May  and  June,  1839,  at  $3  50  per  cord.  I  never  knew  Mr.  Cameron 
until  I  saw  him  here  now.  I  spoke  to  a  man  once  to  whom  Mr.  Col¬ 
lins  referred  me,  whom  I  took  to  be  Mr.  Cameron.  He  told  me  there 
was  no  money  on  hand — that  in  a  month  hence,  he  understood,  there 
would  be  money.  This  is  the  only  lot  of  wood  I  have  furnished.  1 
would  furnish  it  here,  if  I  could  get  my  pay  regularly.  Mr.  Snyder 
has  a  copy  of  my  bill.  I  have  made  offer  of  my  claim — always  con¬ 
sidered  it  safe.  I  live  here  close  to  the  road,  but  cannot  tell  about  the 
management  of  the  road. 

I  would  not  take  to  furnish  any  more  wood  until  I  get  pay  for  what 
I  have  furnished.  I  have  Mr.  Hippie’s  certificate  for  a  part  of  the 
wood  delivered.  JAMES  M.  BEALE, 
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(D.) 

Wm.  R.  Downing,  affirmed : 

I  have  two  bills  against  the  Commonwealth,  for  260  odd  dollars. 
Do  not  recollect  the  precise  amount  for  wood.  The  first  bill,  $73  50, 
was  for  wood  delivered  between  1st  May  and  10th  July.  The  rest 
was  delivered  from  last  of  November  to  middle  of  January.  Mr. 
Wheelin,  the  bar  keeper  here,  took  up  my  wood.  I  have  no  account 
of  it.  Mr.  Hippie  had  recognised  the  reception  of  the  first  wood, 
amounting  to  $78  50.  I  proposed  to  Mr.  Cameron  to  deliver  wood 
here  for  $3  50  per  cord.  I  wrote  to  him,  and  wished  an  answer  to 
my  proposal,  but  never  received  any.  Some  time  after,  Mr.  Cameron 
called  and  left  word  that  every  man  should  be  permitted  to  deliver 
wood  at  the  same  prices  which  had  been  paid  Jormerly.  The  first 
wood,  amounting  to  $73  50,  was  left  on  the  strength  of  this  state¬ 
ment.  Some  time  before  I  commenced  hauling  the  last  lot  of  wood,  I 
called  here  to  see  if  I  could  get  room  to  place  the  wood.  The  land¬ 
lord  authorised  me  to  put  it  on  his  lot,  which  I  did.  I  afterwards  saw 
the  wood-sawyers  cutting  some  of  this  wood,  and  asked  them  who 
took  it  up.  They  said  Mr.  Hippie  had  been  here,  and  told  them  to 
take  it  up.  There  was  53  or  54  cords  of  the  wood.  I  have  not  ren¬ 
dered  any  account  of  it,  and  have  not  had  any  certificate  from  the 
wood  agent. 

I  saw  Mr.  Cameron  in  the  early  part  of  this  month,  and  asked  him 
when  he  was  going  to  pay  for  the  wood.  He  said  that  he  did  not 
know:  that  when  he  got  money,  the  wood-sawyers  must  be  paid  first. 
Mr.  C.  then  directed  his  conversation  to  the  collector,  Mr.  Snyder, 
and  asked  him  if  he  still  refused  to  pass  the  State  cars  with  wood  for 
the  plane.  He  replied  that  he  did  not  let  any  cars  go  by  without  a 
clearance  or  permit:  that  he  did  not  wish  to  do  any  thing  but  his 
duty.  Mr.  C.  said,  take  care  that  you  do  not  do  more  than  your 
duty.  He  then  said,  Mr.  Snyder  should  let  those  cars  pass — he  would 
take  the  responsibility.  I  have  known  Mr.  Webster’s  and  Mr.  Siter’s 
cars  lying  here  waiting  for  motive  power.  One  case  was  in  Decem¬ 
ber.  There  was  no  snow  or  ice  here  then.  There  was  no  obstruc¬ 
tion  then  on  the  road.  I  wanted  to  take  some  pork  to  market.  I  put 
it  on  a  train  that  was  going  by. 

I  will  agree  to  furnish  this  place  throughout  the  year  with  wood  at 
the  price  we  have  heretofore  had,  if  I  can  be  paid  at  the  end  of  every 
five  months;  but  will  not  furnish  any  more  now  until  I  am  paid  up  for 
what  I  have  furnished.  For  delivering  wood  at  the  head  of  the  plane, 
free  of  motive  power  Or  toll,  I  would  want  something  more  than 
enough  to  pay  agency.  It  should  not  exceed  $4  75  per  cord. 

WM.  R.  DOWNING. 
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Patrick  Little,  affirmed  : 

I  have  a  claim  against  the  State  for  wood,  amounting  to  8625,  and 
for  car  hire,  by  horse  power,  42  days:  no  price  fixed;  it  is  worth 
about  81  a  day.  The  car  was  employed  in  hauling  wood  from  near 
Oakland  to  the  Steam  Boat  watering  place,  in  May  or  June,  1839. 
The  wood  was  furnished  from  last  of  May,  1839,  to  within  a  week 
past,  at  different  times.  Mr.  Snyder  has  one  bill;  the  only  one  certi¬ 
fied.  It  was  for  over  43  cords,  amounting  to  8152  77.  I  have  no 
account  of  the  balance.  I  know  nothing  of  management  of  motive 
power.  I  still  continue  to  furnish  wood.  I  do  not  know  of  other 
persons  being  paid  for  furnishing  wood  since  last  spring.  If  I  had 
means  to  furnish  wood,  I  would  not  be  afraid  of  the  State. 

PATRICK  LITTLE. 


David  Sited,  affirmed: 

1  know  very  little  about  the  management  of  the  road,  but  from  hear¬ 
say.  Am  engaged  in  transportation  business,  and  have  been  for  five 
years,  from  near  the  bridge,  where  I  keep  a  lumber  yard.  During 
last  year  1  have  got  along  pretty  much  as  formerly  about  getting  off', 
until  within  the  last  month  or  two.  During  January  I  waited,  I  think, 
seven  days  one  trip  lor  motive  power.  The  road  was  entirely  clear. 
There  were  but  two  or  three  locomotives  carrying  burden  trains  at 
that  time'.  I  supposed  the  engines  out  of  order.  Trains  passed  me 
which  could  have  taken  me  on.  One  went  by  me  about  dusk,  with 
lour  car  loads  of  wood.  I  hailed  them,  but  they  would  not  stop.  The 
engines  running  at  that  time  were  generally  light.  I  believe  we  could 
have  got  along  if  engineers  had  done  their  duty.  I  frequently  send 
word  up  to  the  despatcher,  hut  this  is  inconvenient.  Four  cars  have 
been  standing  on  my  sidijig  since  Monday  noon.  Cars  that  went  up 
on  Mondav  came  down  on  Tuesdav. 

DAVID  SITER. 


John  Webster,  affirmed: 

1  am  engaged  in  farming  at  present.  I  know  there  has  been  a  great 
delay  in  taking  cars  along  from  this  place  in  January  and  this  month, 
to  within  the  last  week.  I  have  known  cars  to  stand  upon  the  siding- 
hero,  eight  days  without  being  able  to  get  off'  for  want  of  locomotives. 
Two  or  three  locomotives  ran  each  way  each  day  during  the  time.. 
The  road  was  not  obstructed  by  snow  or  ice.  The  longest  time  I 
recollect  of  cars  making  a  trip  to  the  city  and  back,  was  five  days.  It 
ought  to  be  made  in  three.  I  am  interested  in  one  small  claim  for 
spikes  furnished  the  Supervisor:  the  whole  probably  from  thirty  to 
forty  dollars.  1  was  in  the  Collector’s  Office  while  Mr.  Snyder  was 
sick  and  saw  wood  go  down  from  Gallagherville;  think  lour  or  five 
cords.  It  was  said  by  the  agent  to  be  for  the  State,  and  from  the 
Como  farm.  I  saw  cars  loaded  with  wood,  go  past  several  times,  but 
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not  while  I  was  in  the  office.  They  always  went  past  without  stop¬ 
ping.  This  is  the  time  Mr.  Snyder  alluded  to  in  his  testimony. 


JOHN  WEBSTER. 


William  Rankin,  sworn: 

I  am  employed  as  wood  sawyer  here.  Have  been  in  that  capacity 
since  last  March.  Was  paid  regularly  until  last  of  August.  I  have 
been  paid  none  for  service  since  1st  September.  My  claim  is  $115. 
This  is  one  of  the  bills  in  hands  of  Mr.  Snyder.  I  have  no  difficulty 
in  getting  along  by  not  receiving  my  pay.  I  never  asked  Mr.  Came¬ 
ron  for  it.  Never  sold  any  of  my  accounts.  I  expected  Mr.  Snyder 
to  get  the  pav  for  me. 

WM.  RANKIN. 

# 

Eli  M‘Cann,  affirmed: 

I  am  employed  in  sawing  wood.  Have  been  employed  about  two 
years.  I  have  been  paid  all  to  last  of  September,  except  $2  37. 
There  is  due  me  now  lor  work,  from  1st  October  to  1st  of  February, 
$49,  making  $51  37  due  me,  besides  work  in  this  month. 

ELI  M‘CANN. 


Samuel  Pennington,  affirmed: 

I  am  engaged  in  transportation  at  Coatesville.  Have  no  complaints 
to  enter  in  regard  to  that.  Got  along  very  well.  Sometimes  detain¬ 
ed  two  or  three  days.  I  have  a  claim  for  wood  delivered  at  Midway. 
Mr.  Cameron  or  his  Clerk .  assumed  payment  last  fall  for  tolls.  I 
called  on  him  last  fall;  Mr.  Broom  looked  in  the  drawer  and  found  the 
bill  and  duplicate  and  said  there  was  no  money.  I  told  him  I  did  not 
want  money,  a  transfer  to  pay  tolls  to  collector  at  Downingtown  would 
do.  He  said  if  I  would  receipt  the  bills,  he  would  write  to  the  collec¬ 
tor  at  Downingtown,  and  did  write  by  me  to  Mr.  Snyder,  stating  he 
would  see  him  paid.  I  was  behind  to  Mr.  Snyder  for  tolls.  He  had 
stopped  my  cars.  I  paid  the  balance.  I  expected  this  was  paid,  un¬ 
til  a  few  weeks  ago,  when  Mr.  Snyder  said  it  was  not,  and  he  should 
look  to  me  for  it.  That  such  a  transfer  could  not  be  made.  Similar 
transfers  were  made  for  me  before  Mr.  Cameron  came  into  office.  I 
I  was  to  get  for  the  wood  $3  25.  I  wrote  Mr.  Cameron,  stating  that 
1  would  deliver  wood  in  the  summer  and  should  not  want  pay  till  first 
of  January.  Afterwards  saw  Mr.  Cameron  and  he  told  me  to  deliver 
the  wood.  I  delivered  at  Midway.  The  motive  power  is  as  well 
managed  as  heretofore,  for  any  thing  I  know.  Some  engineers,  I  have 
thought  not  fully  accommodating.  I  have  known  some  accidents  to 
occur,  which  I  thought  might  be  avoided  by  careful  hands.  Have  had 
my  own  cars  run  into,  I  thought  from  carelessness.  My  warehouse 
is  near  the  bridge.  In  coming  over  the  bridge,  they  cannot  see  my 
cars,  when  standing  in  the  road,  until  tney  come  off  the  bridge.  Agents 
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generally  run  back  to  the  bridge  to  give  notice.  Sometimes  do  not. 
When  the  cars  were  injured,  I  think  there  were  no  State  agents  on 
the  road.  SAMUEL  PENNINGTON. 


Adam  Fullerton,  affirmed: 

I  attend  to  the  water  station  here.  Have  been  employed  since  4th 
of  March  last.  Was  paid  in  September  for  August;  have  been  paid 
none  since.  My  claims  since  lirst  of  September,  are  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Snyder,  and  one  of  those  mentioned  in  his  testimony.  When  this 
month  is  out,  there  will  be  due  me  six  months’  wages,  at  $1  per  day. 
I  have  not  had  much  trouble  from  want  of  my  pay.  My  boarding 
boss  would  like  to  be  paid. 

ADAM  FULLERTOxN. 


William  Lewis,  affirmed: 

I  am  waterman  at  Gallagherville.  Have  been  paid  up  all  but  the 
last  four  months.  September  was  the  last  months  pay  I  got.  At 
end  of  this  month,  there  will  be  five  months  due,  at  $1  a  day. 

WM.  LEWIS. 


Britton  M.  Evans,  affirmed: 

I  am  foreman  of  this  section  of  the  road;  have  nothing  to  do  with 
motive  power;  have  no  knowledge  of  it.  I  have  the  patent  for  the 
new  chairs.  Do  not  know  how  many  I  have  furnished  to  the  State. 
The  commissioners  agreed  to  give  me  \  cent  a  pound  for  the  right, 
for  ail  that  are  used  on  the  State  road.  I  have  no  interest  in  the 
castings,  or  in  any  thing  but  the  patent,  in  which  I  have  no  partner. 
The  former  chairs  have  cost  the  State  about  $5,000  a  year  for  driving 
keys.  One  man  cannot  keep  more  than  four  miles  in  order.  When 
the  road  is  bad,  one  train  running  over  will  draw  the  keys  out. 
These  chairs  always  hold  the  rail  tight.  When  three  of  these  are 
put  to  a  rail,  there  is  no  danger  of  their  breaking  or  giving  out.  The 
commissioners  agreed  to  give  me  cent  a  pound,  at  the  time  they 
were  here.  The  chairs  weigh  eighteen  to  twenty  pounds.  I  have 
never  offered  them  for  sale  to  any  other  road.  I  have  never  parted 
with  any  interest  in  the  patent.  When  I  first  showed  Mr.  Snyder 
the  model,  he  offered  me  $50  lor  an  interest  in  it;  after  I  had  one 
cast  he  offered  me  $500  for  an  interest;  said  he  could  make  more 
than  any  one  else  out  of  it.  1  was  paid  up  regularly  till  and  including 
November,  as  foreman.  Have  not  been  paid  since.  The  State  pays 
four  cents  a  pound  for  castings. 

B.  M.  EVANS. 

John  Hipple,  sworn: 

I  am  wood  agent;  have  been  employed  about  a  year.  I  received 
my  appointment  from  Mr.  Cameron;  my  pay  is  $2  a  day.  I  have 
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not  purchased  any  wood  below  the  plane.  .  The  wood  along  the  road 
is  generally  corded  by  the  sawyers;  sometimes  by  the  watermen.  I 
pass  along  the  line  as  often  as  I  can  conveniently;  sometimes  every 
week;  sometimes  not  as  often;  and  generally  measure  the  wood. 
Sometimes  the  sawyers  take  it  up  before  I  come  along,  when  wood 
is  scarce.  In  such  cases  I  have  a  person  in  whom  I  have  confidence, 
employed  to  see  that  it  is  properly  corded.  I  generally  make  the 
contracts  for  wood.  The  one  with  Peters,  I  did  not  make.  Do  not 
know  how  much  he  gets,  except  at  the  plane.  Do  not  know  how 
much  he  has  delivered,  except  what  has  been  sawed.  The  wood  at 
Gallagherviile  is  not  corded.  I  do  not  measure  until  it  is  corded. 
The  wood  at  Gallagherviile  they  commenced  hauling  about  first  of 
January.  I  think  about  19f  cords  have  been  measured  there.  I 
have  measured  none  at  the  plane.  I  put  down  the  wood  measured  at 
Gallagherviile,  in  name  of  Mr.  Torbert,  because  I  understood  he  was 
interested  in  the  farm,  but  did  not  ask  h'im  about  it.  Since  I  learned 
that  it  belonged  to  Mr.  Peters,  I  have  put  it  in  his  name.  The  first 
1|  cord  I  took  up,  was  in  name  of  Peters.  The  next  2 \  cords  in  c 
name  of  Torbert.  The  next  seven  in  name  of  Torbert.  8^  in  name 
of  Torbert.  Next  7 if  in  name  of  Torbert. 

I  keep  no  account  of  wood  at  the  plane,  except  what  we  send  down. 
When  I  came  into  office,  I  measured  the  wood  on  the  road,  which 
amounted, 

At  Philadelphia  plane,  to  28|  cords  ranked;  about  6  cords  not 
corded,  ready  for  sawing. 

At  White  Hall,  about  2  cords.  * 

At  Morgan’s  Corners,  96  cords. 

At  Eagle  Station,  34f  cords  corded,  and  2  or  3  cords  not  corded. 

At  Paoli,  49  cords. 

At  Steam  Boat  Station,  about  2  cords. 

At  Downingtown,  174^  cords. 

At  Gallagherviile,  239$  cords. 

At  Parkesburg,  194  cords,  and  a  large  lot  sawed. 

At  Penningtouville,  198  cords  ranked;  supposed  15  cords  sawed. 

At  Lemon  Place,  47  cords  ranked,  and  a  large  quantity  sawed,  &c. ; 
several  hundred  cords  not  ranked. 

At  Columbia  plane,  I  would  judge  not  more  than  10  or  15  cords. 

There  are  several  piles  of  wood  at  Gallagherviile ;  I  should  think 
upwards  of  300  cords.  I  never  understood  exactly  how. far  my  duties 
extended.  I  never  took  up  any  wood  at  the  Philadelphia  plane. 
There  was  wood  from  just  below  here  which  was  sent  to  the  plane, 
which  I  measured  before  it  went  down.  I  certified  to*  all  wood  sent  to 
the  plane,  except  what  went  from  Gallagherviile.  I  never  had  any 
conversation  with  Mr.  Cameron  about  not  measuring  the  wood  sent 
from  Gallagherviile.  1  think  the  Commonwealth  does  not  owe  me 
much  :  not  more  than  for  a  month  or  two.  I  am  not  connected  with 
the  measurement  of  coal.  1  have  never  measured  any  of  the  Como 
wood  that  passed  down. 
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Something  was  said  here  about  my  tearing  up  a  bill.  When  i  was 
making  out  the  bill,  I  remarked  that,  perhaps,  I  was  not  doing  right — 
that  Mr.  Cameron’s  orders  were,  that  when  I  certified  to  a  bill,  I  should 
bring  it  to  his  office.  Mr.  Snyder  said  I  should  not  take  this,  as  it 
had  Mr.  Downing’s  name  to  the  blank  receipt.  I  then  said  I  would 
destroy  the  bill,  and  make  Mr.  Downing  another.  I  have  made  the 
bill,  which  is  now  in  Mr.  Cameron’s  hands.  Mr.  Cameron  said  I 
should  bring  the  bills  to  him  without  receipts — otherwise,  it  might  put 
persons  to  inconvenience  to  run  after  the  money,  or  they  might  sell 
them. 

JOHN  IJIPPLE. 

Two  o’clock,  P.  M.,  Committee  took  a  recess  for  dinner — recon¬ 
vened  at  half-past  two,  P.  M. 

Joseph  Gutiirie,  affirmed: 

I  hauled  for  the  State,  what  they  allowed  me,  twenty-one  cords  of 
wood,  from  the  10th  to  25th  of  August  last.  This  was  dry  wood. 
They  were  near  run  out  of  wood.  I  expected  three  dollars  and  a-half 
a  cord — making  my  claim  $73  50.  I  left  a  blank  bill  in  Snyder’s 
hands,  with  the  receipt  signed. 

JOSEPH  GUTHRIE. 

Samuel  M’Minn,  sworn: 

I  tend  Valley  Creek  bridge  as  watchman.  1  am  employed  by  the 
Supervisor.  There  is  about  three  months  pay  due  me,  including  this 
mon  h.  I  get  one  dollar  a  day.  1  know  nothing  about  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  motive  power,  or  of  the  Supervisor,  except  as  relates  to 
myself.  I  never  offered  my  claims  on  the  State  for  sale.  Don't 
know  any  one  that  did.  Mr.  Enos  Mills’  brother  was  boss  of  the 
carpenters  w  hile  building  the  bridge.  Mr.  Collins  was  back  and  for¬ 
wards. 

SAMUEL  xM’MINN. 

Samuel  Ovensiiine,  sworn : 

I  reside  in  Philadelphia;  am  employed  by  Jacob  Peters  to  get  the 
wood  cut  and  hauled  off  his  farm — the  Como  farm — to  Gaullagher- 
ville.  I  also  have  two  horses  at  the  head  of  the  Schuylkill  inclined 
plane.  I  have  four  also  at  the  bottom  used  in  hauling  cars  across  the 
bridge — the  last  have  been  employed  since  they  stopped  running 
locomotives  across  the  bridge.  Last  fall  I  hauled  240  tons  of  coal  for 
the  State  from  Bolton’s  wharf  to  the  head  of  the  inclined  plane,  at  fifty 
•cents  a  ton  ;  previous  to  which  1  hauled  some  with  my  team  by  the  day; 
at  three  dollars  a  day — finding  two  horses  and  a  man.  I  have  never 
had  an  appointment  under  the  State.  Last  week  I  bought,  for  the 
use  of  the  State,  twenty-one  cords  of  wood  at  Hyatt’s,  on  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  at  $6  25  a  cord,  on  the  wharf,  and  paid  $1  12i  a  cord  (dr  hand- 
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mg  to  the  head  of  the  plane,  where  wood  had  become  scarce.  Last 
summer  I  delivered  to  the  State,  at  the  plane,  eight  hundred  to  one 
thousand  cords  of  wood,  at  $4  87 £  a  cord,  pine  and  oak — mostly 
pine.  Have  been  paid  in  part.  I  have  since  purchased  wood  at  the 
plane.  In  the  fall  1  wrote  to  Mr.  Cameron,  informing  him  i  could 
furnish  no  more  at  that  price.  1  had  about  five  hundred  cords  lying- 
on  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill,  tor  which  I  was  offered  $5  UQ — 
which  I  sold  to  Mr.  Cameron  at  that  price,  delivered  at  the  plane.  I 
took  three  cords  of  wood  from  the  Como  iarm  to  my  house.  I  had  a 
permit  from  Mr.  Cunnings  to  bring  it  tree  of  toll.  I  do  not  know  that 
permits  are  given  to  individuals,  to  carry  property  free  of  toll.  The 
permit  from  Mr.  Cumings  is  as  iotlows : 

“  Pass  Samuel  Ovenshine’s  four  cars  to  Gaullagherville,  to  bring 
down  wood. 

DENNIS  TEVORNEY, 

for  A.  B.  CUMINGS,  Collector. 

Collector’s  Office,  Philadelphia,  January  20th,  1840."’ 

I  do  not  know  the  number  of  cords  sent  from  the  Como  farm  to 
the  plane.  It  was  brought  by  Mr.  Powers,  whom  my  brother  em¬ 
ployed  in  my  absence.  He  has  given  no  return  to  me  for  the  wood 
he  took  down.  The  cars  which  took  wood  from  the  Como  farm,  did 
not  take  any  to  the  city  to  my  knowledge,  except  the  three  cords.  I 
sold  four  and  a-half  cords  at  Gaullagherville,  at  four  dollars  a  cord, 
to  Wm.  Rice,  Superintendent  of  Schuylkill  level;  but  do  not  know 
how  he  got  it  down.  Have  sold  to  no  one  else. 

I  do  not  recollect  telling  Mr.  Cuming  1  wanted  the  permit  to  take 
wood  to  my  own  house.  I  did  not  tell  him  l  wanted  it  to  go  to  the 
plane. 

I  bought  what  was  to  be  (iftv  cords,  from  Richard  Pirn,  to  take  to 
Philadelphia.  When  Mr.  Pirn  commenced  hauling,  I  was  told  the 
State  had  began  to  use  it.  I  never  saw  the  wood.  The  first  I  heard, 
they  had  burnt  the  whole  he  had  brought. 

I  have  a  brother-in-law,  named  Thomas  Rutter,  who  is  State  agenk, 
appointed  by  Canal  Commissioners  to  take  charge  of  Reading  trains. 

I  employ  the  wood  cutters  on  the  Como  farm  and  settle  with  them. 
I  employ  the  teams  to  deliver  the  wood  to  the  road.  It  is  some  three 
or  four  weeks  since  the  wood  was  taken  to  the  plane.  Two  of  the 
cars  were  State  cars.  I  think  they  all  were.  The  cars  Mr.  Snyder 
spoke  of,  were  Bolton’s  cars,  and  were  probably  taking  down  the  four 
and  a-half  cords  of  wood  i  sold  at  Galiagherviile.  I  do  not  know 
exactly  the  amount  of  my  claim  against  the  State;  think  it  nearer 
$3,000  than  $2,000.  It  is  wholly  for  motive  power,  wood,  and  use  of 
teams  at  the  plane.  I  da  not  know  how  much  wood  has  been  hauled 
from  the  Como  farm  to  Galiagherviile.  It  is  more  than  300  cords. 

SAMUEL  OVENSHINE. 

Half-past  3,  P.  M.,  adjourned  to  meet  immediately  at  Parkesburg, 
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Arrived  at  Parkesburg  %  past  4  P.  M.,  and  proceeded  immediately 
to  the  examination  of  witnesses. 

William  Nobles,  sworn: 

[See  testimony  of  Mr.  Nobles,  Appendix,  letter  C.] 

George  Phillips,  affirmed: 

I  have  delivered  about  fifty  cords  of  wood  to  the  State  at  Parkes¬ 
burg.  It  was  engaged  by  Mr.  Boon,  who  said  I  should  get  what  they 
were  giving  to  others.  I  thought  I  was  to  have  $3  12^  a  cord.  My 
claim  $150  to  $155.  The  wood  was  delivered  from  February  1839, 
to  August  1839.  I  have  received  no  part  of  the  money.  I  have 
never  presented  my  bills.  They  were  made  out  here  in  August,  and 
it  was  said  we  were  to  have  our  money  the  15th  of  August. 

GEORGE  PHILLIPS. 

Samuel  A.  Whiteiiill,  sworn: 

1  cannot  tell  what  my  claim  is  against  the  State;  I  believe  it  is  from 
$1,200  to  $1,500.  I  have  never  seen  the  bills.  The  account  is  for 
wood  and  charcoal,  delivered  at  this  place  since  Mr.  Cameron  canje « 
into  office.  I  have  delivered  none  for  three  months  past ;  I  have  been 
paid  some.  I  received  $500  at  one  time  last  spring  for  Mr.  Boon — I 
received  $500  at  one  time  last  spring,  at  another  time  I  received 
$266.  The  balance  coining  to  me  is  from  $1,200  to  $1,500.  I  have 
three  scripts  signed  by  Mr.  Hippie;  he  said  there  were  others.  The 
three  scripts  are  certified  bills  for  wood  amounting  to  $427  22.  I 
know  nothing  of  the  management  of  the  road;  never  was  on  a  car 
in  my  life;  I  know  nothing  of  the  condition  of  the  road.  I  think  the 
Supervisor  might  manage  his  business  with  a  great  many  less  hands. 
The  reason  I  judge  so  is  that  I  see  the  hands  in  this  section  a  good 
deal  of  the  time  unemployed.  I  suppose  they  work  about  two-thirds 
of  the  day.  I  am  generally  at  this  place  five  days  in  the  week,  and 
have  a  right  to  know.  While  not  at  work,  they  are  sometimes  sitting 
and  sometimes  walking;*  I  have  seen  them  idle  at  all  times  of  the  day; 
they  don’t  go  out  to  work  as  early  as  they  ought  in  the  morning,  nor 
work  as  they  ought  when  out.  Mr.  Collins  is  very  attentive.  Oilier 
B.  Free  is  foreman  under  Mr.  Collins. 

SAMUEL  A.  WHITEHILL. 


Thomas  G.  Henderson,  sworn: 

I  have  not  exchanged  words  with  Mr.  Cameron  for  the  last  month. 
I  have  a  good  deal  of  transporting  on  the  road;  have  a  mill  and  send 
a  good  deal  of  flour,  and  send  from  different  places.  When  I  have 
wanted  cars  taken  from  any  place,  they  have  always  seemed  very 
willing  to  take  them — they  have  been  very  obliging  to  me.  I  do  not 


keep  cars  of  my  own.  Mr.  Cameron’s  conduct  towards  me  has  al¬ 
ways  been  that  of  a  gentleman.  I  was  anxious  to  have  a  turn  round 
established  at  Bird-;n-Hand,  and  spoke  to  Mr.  Cameron  about  it.  1 
think  it  would  be  important.  I  bring  my  flour  to  the  road  at  different 
points.  If  I  am  anxious  to  get  it  away  immediately,  I  generally  speak 
to  Mr.  Boon  and  tell  him  where  I  want  the  engines  to  stop  for  my 
cars.  I  live  four  miles  from  the  road.  When  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Cam¬ 
eron  about  the  turn  round  he  said  he  would  think  about  it,  and  if 
he  found  that  the  business  would  warrant  it,  he  would  have  one  made. 
I  was  anxious  on  account  of  transporting  ore  from  that  place;  I  am 
in  no  way  connected  with  Mr.  Cameron,  personally  or  politically. 

THO’S  G.  HENDERSON. 

John  M‘Gowan,  sworn: 

I  am  doing  business  for  S wayne  and  Pennock.  They  have  a  bill 
against  the  State  for  iron  delivered  at  Parkesburg  to  John  Brandt — 
then  superintendent  of  the  shop — September  10,  1838,  amounting  to 
$139  05,  for  which  they  have  a  certificate  of  Mr.  Brandt.  Mr. 
Broom  had  told  me  that  if  I  would  get  Mr.  Brandt’s  certificate  he 
would  pay  it.  I  afterwards  saw  Mr.  Cameron  relative  to  the  bill.  He 
said  he  had  no  money.  He  intimated  as  much  as  that  he  would  not 
pay  it  at  all — he  would  pay  his  own  debts  before  he  would  pay  any 
of  the  old  debts. 

J.  M‘GOWAN. 


Edwin  Jeffries,  sworn  : 

I  am  clerk  in  the  Parkesburg  shop.  I  think  there  is  between  $8,- 
000  and  $9,000  due  to  shop  hands  and  to  engineers  and  firemen  on 
the  road.  I  keep  the  account  of  the  time  of  the  engineers  and  firemen 
of  locomotives.  The  shop  hands  were  paid  in  November.  This 
amount  is  all  for  service  under  Mr.  Cameron.  There  are  about  eighty- 
five  hands  in  shop  including  engineers  and  firemen  on  the  road.  We 
have  had  no  difficulties  in  the  shoo  lately — no  hands  have  turned  out 
for  want  of  pay.  W  hat  bills  have  been  receipted  are  in  mv  hands  or 
Mr.  Boon’s — none  such  have  been  sent  away.  During  December, 
January  and  February  the  engines  sent  away,  I  believe,  were  in  good 
order.  I  am  no  machinist.  When  Mr.  Cameron  was  appointed  we 
considered  the  motive  power  in  a  dilapidated  condition.  The  1st  of 
January  and  1st  of  February  the  engines  were  in  good  order.  I  think 
about  ten  were  in  the  shop  each  of  these  times.  The  number  was  re¬ 
duced  by  the  15th  inst.  When  they  were  found  wanted  they  were 
put  out.  The  hands  have  been  increased  in  the  shop  about  ten  this 
month.  The  hands  are  kept  actively  employed.  When  materials  are 
furnished  the  shop,  we  give  certificates,  and  Mr.  Cameron  pavs  the 
bills. 

I  will  make  a  correct  statement  of  the  number  of  locomotives  em¬ 
ployed  each  day  during  the  months  of  December,  January,  and  Feb- 
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ruary,  with  the  number  of  cars  taken  by  each,  past  the  shop,  and  for¬ 
ward  it  to  the  committee  at  Lancaster. 

E.  JEFFRIES. 

_ \  \  \  ,,  (  ^  .  9  \  , 

Joseph  Stott,  affirmed : 

I  have  about  $>500  against  the  road  for  use  of  motive  power.  It  is 
all  for  wood — furnished  by  others,  except  a  bill  of  about  $27-r— trans¬ 
ferred  to  me  by  one  of  the  hands  in  the  shop.  I  gave  the  full  value 
for  the  bill.  I  have  some  account  for  goods  furnished  from  my  store 
for  the  motive  power. 

I  have  a  bill  against  the  shop  for  $165  for  store  goods — materials 
for  use  of  motive  power.  J  have  furnished  M’Kim  about  $250.  His 
bills  are  about  $300.  I  have  not  seen  the  last.  I  have  about  $280 
against  the  road  for  materials  furnished  supervisor.  I  have  another 
bill  of  $286  which  has  been  returned  to  the  committee  to-day  by  Mr. 
Whitehill.  I  have  no  complaint  or  fault  to  find  about  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  motive  power.  I  have  been  offered  some  trifling  sums  if  I 
would  take  bills  and  pay  the  money  for  them,  but  never  bought  any 
at  a  discount.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  furnishing  goods  to  the 
hands  in  shop  and  received  their  bills  in  pay.  I  have  very  seldom 
seen  the  hands  on  the  road  unemployed,  except  a  very  cold  day  when 
they  have  come  in  to  warm  themselves.  Last  summer. there  were 
some  who  frequented  the  tavern,  but  thev  were  discharged. 

J.  STOTT. 

Thos.  Young,  affirmed  : 

I  have  drawn  wood  for  Mr.  M‘Kim,  last  summer,  before  harvest. 
J  was  to  receive  pay  from  the  State.  Mr.  Stott  was  to  have  the 
balance.  His  bills  were  made  out.  The  price  of  wood  was  to  $3  12^ 
a  cord.  I  was  to  have  $1  00  a  cord  for  hauling.  Mr.  Stott  was  to 
have  the  balance.  The  road  runs  through  my  farm.  1  have  plough¬ 
ed  half  an  hour  before  the  hands  came  to  work  on  the  road. 

THOMAS  YOUNG. 

Benj.  Frank,  affirmed : 

I  am  working  in  the  shop.  The  business  is  managed  very  well,  as 
far  as  I  know.  I  attend  stationary  engine  in  the  shop.  I  have  been 
in  it  three  years — was  always  paid  off  until  last  December.  When 
Mr.  Cameron  took  charge,  the  stationary  engine  was  in  tolerable  order. 
I  believe  nothing  has  been  done  to  it  since  it  was  put  up.  I  was  paid 
monthly,  until  December.  I  have  two  bills  for  December  and  January. 
I  receipted  my  bills  and  gave  them  to  Mr.  Jeffries.  This  has  been 
my  practice  during  the  last  year — previously,  I  always  held  my  own 
bills  until  they  were  paid.  Mr.  Jeffries  said  we  had  better  leave  the 
bills  with  him,  as  if  there  was  any  money  going,  he  could  get  it.  The 
hands  have  not  turned  out  on  account  of  not  being  paid.  We  have 
had  no  difficulties  in  the  shop  on  that  account.  I  have  not  known 


87 


any  one  leave  the  service  of  the  State  on  account  of  not  being  paid. 
We  have  got  along  very  well  in  the  shop  since  Mr.  Jones  came  there, 
better  than  before.  We  had  tolerable  work  on  hand  to  be  done  when 
Mr.  Jones  came.  The  work,  was  repairing.  We  have  not  as  much 
now  as  then.  Have  scarcely  any  engines  in  the  shop. 

BENJ.  FRANK. 


Percifor  Myers,  affirmed: 

To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the  business  in  the  shop  since  Mr. 
Cameron  came  in,  has  been  well  managed.  When  the  business  had 
suddenly  increased,  there  has  been  sometimes  a  deficiency  of  power; 
but  that  has  been  remedied  in  a  day  or  two.  Business  sometimes  in¬ 
creases  suddenly.  1  have  known  it  increased  fifty  cars  in  a  day.  fre¬ 
quently.  Thirty  locomotives,  if  kept  in  good  order,  would' generally  * 
be  sufficient  to  do  the  business  of  the  road.  Sometimes  they  would 
not.  I  have  seen  a  good  many  locomotives  in  the  shop  for  repair, 
when  the  frost  was  coming  out,  and  they  had  been  thrown  from  the 
track.  The  last  time  I  was  along,  about  a  week  ago,  the  road  was 
getting  better.  For  a  few  days  after  the  frost  came  out  so  suddenly, 
a  portion  of  it  was  in  bad  order.  The  road  was  never  better  since  I 
came  on  it,  than  previous  to  the  frost  coming  out  this  winter.  As  far  as 
1  know,  the  supervisor  and  hands  attend  to  their  duty.  The  supervi¬ 
sor  is  frequently  up  and  down  the  road.  The  present  foreman,  Mr. 
Jones,  is  rather  more  strict  than  the  one  before  him.  Some  hands  in 
the  shop,  I  think  as  good  machinists  as  he  is.  I  am  not  a  machinist. 

P.  F.  MYERS. 

Henry  Eicholtz,  sworn: 

I  am  not  able  to  say  whether  the  management  of  the  road  is  good 
or  bad,  though  I  believe  it  is  as  well  managed  as  I  ever  knew  it.  I 
have  lived  on  the  road  about  six  years.  As  far  as  my  knowledge  ex¬ 
tends,  the  hands  employed  by  the  supervisor,  attend  to  their  work. 

I  would  think  there  are  not  more  employed  than  necessary.  I  think 
the  supervisor  attends  to  his  duty.  He  appears  to  be  up  and  down. 

I  cannot  say  any  thing  of  the  hands  in  the  shop.  I  believe  tho  motive 
power  is  as  well  conducted  as  1  have  seen  it  since  I  came  on  the  road;, 
perhaps  better.,.  . 

HENRY  EICHOLTZ. 


Samuel  Banford,  affirmed: 

I  work  in  the  Parkesburg  shop — have  worked  there  two  years,  at 
a  week.  I  believe  I  have  had  all  the  engines  on  the  road,  ex¬ 
cept  those  that  have  come  on  lately,  in  my  hands  at  different  times. 
Two  months’  pay  is-  back- — this  will  make  three  months’  due.  The 
pay  under  Mr.  Cameron’s  administration  has  not  been  as  good  as  be¬ 
fore.  In  Ritner’s  time  we  were  always  paid  the  2d  of  the  month. 
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Mr.  Jeffries  has  my  bills  for  the  two  last  months.  I  have  receipted 
them.  I  did  not  give  the  bills  receipted  into  the  hands  of  clerk  during 
Ritner’s  administration.  his 

SAMUEL  xi  BANFORD. 
mark. 

Joseph  LawrIe,  affirmed: 

I  cannot  say  any  thing  of  the  management  of  motive  power,  only 
that  cars  have  not  been  as  regular  during  the  last  year  as  formerly. 
The  road  has  been  in  pretty  good  order  until  since  the  frost  has  been 
coming  out.  I  do  not  know  Mr.  Collins.  Have  seen  the  hands  on 
the  road;  cannot  say  whether  they  are  well  employed  or  not.  I  think 
the  road  is  not  in  as  good  repair  now,  as  at  this  time  last  year.  I 
was  up  and  down  the  road  twice  in  January,  1839;  the  same  in  1840. 
I  observed  from  the  motion  of  the  car,  that  the  road  appeared  to  be 
rough.  It  might  be  in  part  owing  to  the  construction  of  the  car,  in 
which  I  was  riding. 

.  JOSEPH  LAWRIE. 

Robert  M‘Rory,  affirmed : 

I  am  generally  among  the  hands  employed  by  Mr.  Collins.  They 
are  generally  regular  at  work;  begin  at  seven  o’clock  in  the  morning 
during  the  winter,  and  work  till  twelve;  then  stop  an  hour  and  go 
back  at  one  to  work;  and  work  on  to  evening.  Mr.  Collins  pays  us 
as  well  as  he  can.  He  owes  us  two  months  besides  this  month.  We 
get  87 cents  a  day  during  the  winter.  I  think  the  work  could  not 
be  done  with  less  hands  than  we  now  have.  The  foreman  is  very 
attentive.  He  works  occasionally  himself;  and  Mr.  Collins  is  fre¬ 
quently  up  arid  down  the  road.  I  generally  see  him  every  day. 

ROBERT  M‘RORY. 

James  Smith,  affirmed: 

I  am  very  little  acquainted  with  the  business  of  motive  power.  I 
have  made  no  use  of  it  in  any  way.  I  have  not  been  in  the  shop 
half  a  dozen  times  the  last  season.  I  think  there  has  been  more  ex¬ 
pense  on  the  road  than  necessary;  that  fewer  hands  ought  to  keep  it 
in  repair.  It  would  not  do  for  farmers  to  employ  hands  at  such 
wages,  and  have  them  employed  as  those  are.  I  think  they  are  idle 
a  good  deal.  They  are  generally  on  the  road  from  six  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  to  six  in  the  evening,  but  do  not  do  their  duty  as  I  think  they 
ought.  I  can  do  the  same  labor  with  less  hands,  or  the  same  amount 
of  labor  on  my  farm.  I  never  watched  the  hands,  but  see  them  occa¬ 
sionally.  I  have  seen  them  sitting  around  during  every  hour  in  the 
day.  Occasionally  I  have  generally  seen  four  and  five  hands  between 
my  house  and  Parkesburg.  I  generally  see  the  superintendent  along 
the  road  passing  up  and  down.  I  have  a  small  claim  for  hickory 
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wood  for  handles,  delivered  in  Mr.  MehafFey’s  time,  amounting  to  a 
few  dollars ;  never  made  any  bill  of  it. 

JAMES  SMITH. 

David  Pollock,  affirmed: 

I  cannot  say  that  I  know  much  of  motive  power  on  the  road.  My 
business  has  been  confined  principally  in  and  about  the  shop.  Have 
been  employed  3^  years  as  a  machinist  in  the  shop.  Sometimes  act 
as  engineer  on  the  road.  The  condition  of  locomotives  and  machinery 
in  the  shop  during  the  last  year,  has  varied  materially;  sometimes 
better,  sometimes  worse.  When  Mr.  C.  came,  into  office,  it  was  con¬ 
sidered  in  rather  inferior  order.  I  cannot  tell  how  many  locomotives 
were  then  fit  for  use.  The  situation  the  road  was  in  the  early  part  of 
this  winter,  caused  a  variation  in  the  condition  of  the  engines.  In 
December  and  January,  they  were  in  the  worst  condition.  They  are 
growing  better  now.  The  greatest  number  in  the  shop  at  any  one 
time  for  repair,  I  think  was  fifteen  or  sixteen.  I  think  this  was  in 
January.  They  required  pretty  general  repair.  All  the  engines  on 
the  road  pass  through  the  shop  for  repair  more  or  less  during  the  year. 
The  increase  of  number  in  the  winter,  I  attribute  to  two  causes:  one 
that  there  was  not  as  much  business  then  on  the  road  as  to  require 
them  all ;  and  the  other  that  there  has  not  heretofore  been  hands 
enough  to  keep  them  in  perfect  order.  I  am  partially  acquainted 
with  the  character  of  the  hands  in  the  shop.  It  is  generally  good  as 
machinists.  I  am  acquainted  with  some  of  the  engineers  on  the  road. 
These  are  generally  qualified.  I  have  run  the  road  frequently  on  the 
engines.  The  State  agents  have  the  superintendence  of  the  train, 
when  they  start  in  the  morning,  till  they  go  through;  they  are  of  fre¬ 
quent  use  on  the  road.  When  a  train  stops,  they  generally  see  to  the 
train  back  of  the  engines,  while  the  engineer  puts  it  in  order,  to  pre¬ 
vent  other  trains  from  running  into  it. 

The  crank  axles  have  not  given  away  this  last  year  so  much  as 
before.  They  are  made  stouter.  No  general  improvement  has  been 
made  in  the  engines.  Some  improvement  has  been  made  in  the 
strength  of  some  of  the  machinery.  The  expense  of  the  improvement 
to  the  engines  so  as  to  use  anthracite  coal,  has  been  considerable. 
Since  the  last  plan  was  adopted  it  has  not  been  so  much.  I  consider 
it  the  interest  of  the  State  to  use  coal  instead  of  wood. 

DAVID  POLLOCK. 

Nine  o’clock,  P.  M.,  Committee  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  at  9 
A.  M.,  at  Lancaster. 


Lancaster, 

Friday  morning ,  Feb.  28,  9  o’clock. 

Committee  met  persuant  to  adjournment,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Michael, 
and  adjourned  to  meet  forthwith,  at  the  office  of  the  collector  of  tolls, 
on  the  C.  and  P.  Railroad. 
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Pursuant  to  the  above,  the  committee  repaired  immediately  to  the 
Collector’s  office,  and  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  witnesses. 

Frederick  Sener,  affirmed: 

I  call  Columbia  my  home — am  in  Lancaster  about  three  months  of 
the  year — am  in  the  lumber  business.  We  have  not  been  doing  any 
thing  on  the  road  since  October,  lip  to  that  time  we  got  along  very 
well.  I  know  nothing  personally,  how  business  has  been  done  on  the 
road  since  October.  I  have  seen  probably  thirty  laden  cars  on  the 
sideling  lie* re  at  one  li  ne. 

[  have  claims  against  the  Commonwealth  of  about  $204  for  lumber 
furnished  supervisor — part  of  that  due  since  1837 — about  $30  in 
old  administration — greater  part  in  1837.  I  have  not  known  claims 
on  the  State'to  be  sold.  I  have  heard  complaint  among  hands  for 
want  of  pay.  We  make  a  point  of  getting  ail  our  lumber  down  from 
Columbia  before  cold  weather  sets  in.  I  was  paid  about  $98  for  lum¬ 
ber  furnished  for  weigh-scales  here,  latter  part  of  January,  or  begin¬ 
ning  of  February  inst. 

FRED’K.  SENER. 


JosErri  Howett,  affirmed  : 

1  reside  in  this  place,  and  follow  the  transportation  business.  Have 
been  engaged  in  it  five  years.  Within  the  last  ten  days  or  two  weeks, 
have  got  along  well.  We  had  no  reason  to  complain  within  the  last 
year,  until  about  three  months  of  this  time.  Within  this,  time,  our 
cars  have  been  left  standing  for  want  of  motive  power  to  take  them 
away.  Six  weeks,  and  two  months  back,  was  the  worst  time.  When 
we  asked  to  have  them  taken  off,  they  alleged  they  had  not  engines  to 
take  them  away.  We  have  had  as  high  as  ten  cars  waiting  two  or 
three  days.  Eight  or  nine  days  was  the  longest  time  taken  to  make 
a  trip  to  Philadelphia  and  back.  We  now  make  them  in  three  days. 
Part,  of  the  time,  when  there  was  detention,  there  was  snow  on  the 
ground.  When  there  was  no  snow  or  ice  to  impede  travelling,  we 
were  detained  the  longest  time.  There  was  not  as  much  business  last 
year  as  this,  and  we  could  not  have  had  as  many  cars  standing 
there  on  that  account.  We  have  a  small  account  against  the  State, 
for  coal  furnished  for  offices.  We  have  none  against  the  superinten¬ 
dent,  or  either  of  the  supervisors. 

Questioned  by  Mr.  Cameron. 

1  have  been  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  J  have  got  along  on 
the  road,  until  within  the  last  two  or  three  months.  I  have  always 
found  the  superintendent,  when  here,  to  be  very  accommodating.  The 
difficulty  this  winter  is  partly  owing  to  the  bad  state  of  the  road,  and 
partly  to  the  engines  being  in  bad  order.  The. engines  frequently  that 
would  come  out  of  the  shop  one  day,  would  be  obliged  to  go  into  it 
the  next.  The  road  was  very  bad  when  the  frost  was  coming  out. 
I  have  said,  since  the  appointment  of  Committee,  that  a  few  days 
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such  weather  as  we  then  had,  was  worth  more  than  one  hundred  hands 
on  the  road. 

Questioned  by  the  Committee. 

Our  business  has  been  better  done  since  this  committee  was  appoint¬ 
ed  than  before,  during  the  last  three  months.  The  road  has  improved 
a  good  deal  in  the  last  two  weeks.  I  think  it  was  worst  about  three 
weeks  ago. 

The  general  opinion  respecting  Mr.  Boon  is,  that  he  is  not  a  com¬ 
petent  person  for  the  station  he  occupies  in  the  Parkesburg  shop. 
There  was  unusual  exertions  made,  since  the  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  to  get  the  business  well  conducted.  I  cannot  say  that  the 
superintendent,  and  officers  under  him,  have  been  arbitrary  towards 
us.  1  think  it  would  take  fourteen  engines  to  do  the  burden  business 
on  the  road  as  it  now  stands.  It  will  take  four  to  manage  the  passen¬ 
ger  trains.  There  could  be  no  difficulty  at  any  time,  if  there  were 
thirty  engines  in  order.  I  cannot  say  why  we  had  been  so  scarce  of 
engines  for  the  last  three  months.  There  have  been  days  when  not 

O  t  * 

more  than  one  engine  was  here  for  burden  cars.  1  never  knew  mo¬ 
tive  power  so  scarce  as  this  winter.  In  order  to  keep  thirty  engines 
constantly  in  good  order,  if  they  broke  down  as  they  have  of  late,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  have  forty  on  the  road.  I  am  not  able  to  judge 
the  reason  of  their  breaking  down.  I  am  generally  up  and  down  the 
road  about  once  a  month.  As  far  as  I  know,  the  supervisor  of  this 
section  has  attended  to  his  business  properly. 

J.  flOWETT. 

James  L.  Francine,  sworn: 

I  reside  in  Lancaster.  Am  collector  for  tire  Harrisburg  and  Lan- 
caster  railroad  company.  My  office  is  at  Dillerville.  At  all  times 
there  has  been  a  great  backwardness  in  sending  down  to  the  city,  the 
burthen  trains  laden  with  produce  from  the  Cumberland  Valley,  Har¬ 
risburg,  and  other  places,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  citizens  doing 
business  on  the  road,  and  the  stockholders  of  the  companies  owning 
the  Cumberland  Valley,  and  Harrisburg  and  Lancaster  railroads,  and 
to  the  injury  of  the  State.  When  power  was  plenty,  which  was  sel¬ 
dom,  there  has  always  seemed  to  be  a  disposition  to  give  preference  to 
the  Columbia  and  Lancaster  cars.  Ours  seemed  to  be  considered  a 
foreign  concern.  Locomotives  have  frequently  gone  by  Dillerville, 
when  cars  were  standing  there,  and  would  not  stop  for  them.  On 
Tuesday,  twenty-five  were  left  at  Dillerville,  which  were  not  taken 
until  Thursday.  The  cars  which  came  to  Dillerville  on  Wednesday 
15th,  remained  until  to-day,  before  they  could  be  taken  down.  I  have 
seen  locomotives  pass  Dillerville  with  but  few  cars,  when  cars  were 
waiting  there  for  motive  power.  Our  burden  trains  were  never  taken 
down  regularly — they  have  frequently  lain  two,  three  and  four  days; 
except  the  two  cases  mentioned,  as  occurring  this  week,  we  have  got 
our  cars  off  regularly  for  the  last  two  or  three  weeks.  I  have  fre- 
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quently  sent  word  to  Mr.  Mathiot  at  Columbia  plane,  that  we  had  cars 
wailing  lor  power.  He  has  told  me  they  had  not  power  enough  at 
times  when  the  engines  did  not  stop  to  take  our  cars.  Mr.  Cam¬ 
eron  has  not  treated  us  or  our  road  worse  than  other  Superintendents. 

I  think  there  is  a  sufficient  number  of  officers  at  this  place.  1  have 
been  at  Dillerville  two  years.  I  think  the  officers  have  been  increas¬ 
ed  this  year.  Mr.  Mathiot  is  despatcher  on  the  State  road  at  Diller- 
ville  and  Lancaster,  to  distribute  the  cars.  The  motive  power  has 
always  been  scarce.  The  despatcher  usually  selects  the  cars  to  be 
taken  when  there  is  not  engines  enough  for  all — divides  them  between 
those  at  different  places  in  proportion  to  the  number  standing.  Ours 
have  generally  been  left  out  from  such  distribution — they  have  seem¬ 
ed  to  be  considered  a  kind  of  foreign  business.  If  there  was  motive 
power  enough,  1  think  there  would  not  be  occasion  for  despatchers. 
The  despatcher  of  cars  judges  of  the  number  of  cars  which  it  is  pro¬ 
per  for  an  engine  to  take.  VVe  put  the  cars  on  the  sideling  belonging 
to  our  company,  near  to  the  State  road.  When  a  portion  are  taken 
off,  the  engines  generally  back  down  to  take  the  next.  The  State  en¬ 
gines  have  done  this  more  than  our  own  engines  have  done.  Mr.  Ham- 
bright  made  a  trip  to  Mountjoy  with  the  State  cars,  and  brought 
down  wood.  Wood  was  then  very  scarce  at  Dillerville.  It  is  always 
dearer  at  Dillerville  than  in  the  country. 

In  the  winter,  the  business  of  our  road  is  immense.  It  averages 
equal  in  tonnage  1,00  >  to  1,200  bbls.  of  flour  a  day  the  toll  of  which, 
on  the  State  road  would  be  from  $200  to  $250.  The  business  we 
have  done  from  the  Cumberland  Valley  down,  has  been  perhaps  three 
times  as  much  as  was  this  time  last  year.  The  trade  going  west  now 
is  not  one-fourth  of  what  it  was  last  year.  Last  year  the  cars  going 
west  were  filled  with  every  kind  of  merchandize — this  year  they  gen¬ 
erally  go  empty.  I  employ  no  clerks  at  Dillerville,  as  collector  for 
the  railroad  company — I  only  collect  for  the  burthen  trains.  The 
heaviest  tolls  I  collected  was  last  month  of  March,  when  they  amount¬ 
ed  to  $3,200. 

1  think  our  road  is  in  a  safe  condition  to  transport  goods  over.  One 
hundred  cars  have  passed  over  it  daily.  Some  axles  have  broken  on 
account  of  being  too  heavily  loaded.  I  do  not  believe  since  the  road 
was  made,  a  passenger  was  hurt.  At  the  present  time  the  road  wants 
repairs.  We  never  had  any  claim  against  us  for  damage  by  any 
transportation  house.  Where  accidents  have  happened,  they  have 
been  from  overloaded  cars,  or  their  being  otherwise  insufficient,  or 
running  off  the  track. 

JAMES  L.  FRANCINE, 

Collector  H.Sf  L.R.  R.  Co . 

John  Brandt,  affirmed: 

I  reside  in  Lancaster ;  am  a  machinist.  I  was  employed  on  the 
State  road,  as  chief  machinist,  in  March,  1834,  and  left  it  in  February, 
1839.  I  had  charge  of  all  the  machinery  on  the  line.  The  stock 
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on  the  road  I  thought  in  better  condition  when  I  left  the  road,  than  I 
had  ever  known  it.  There  were  sixteen  engines  on  the  road,  i  think, 
the  day  Mr.  Cameron  came  in — five  others  were  standing  at  the  shop 
ready  to  be  put  into  use.  The  ^taie  had  bought  fitty  engines;  but 
some  had  been  taken  ofif.  We  run  about  twenty-two  during  the  year, 
for  passenger  and  burden  trains,  though  they  were  not  ail  constantly 
employed.  There  was  a  scarcity  oi  motive  power  in  1835,  and  be¬ 
ginning  of  1836.  I  know  of  no  other  case  of  scarcity.  At  that 
time  it  was  owing  partly  to  a  want  of  tyre ;  and  we  had  no  shop. 
From  general  observation,  I  have  thought  the  business  on  rhe  road, 
for  a  while  back,  has  been  a  good  deal  embarrassed.  The  reason 
for  this,  1  expect  the  engines  were  under  repair.  1  have  not  been  in 
the  ir'arKesburg  shop  since  i  left  it.  1  have  observed  that  the  ware¬ 
houses  had  got  pretty  well  filled  with  goods.  I  saw  engines  go  by 
which  1  knew  could  not  be  in  good  condition. '  This  is  since  tail.  It 
has  been  worse  in  six  months,  than  previously.  The  engines  that  I 
saw  go  by,  not  in  good  order,  let  the  steam  pass  through  them  without 
doing  execution — it  was  not  properly  applied.  This  was  not  the  fault 
of  the  engineer,  but  of  the  engine.  In  saying  the  steam  passed  through 
without  doing  execution,  I  allude  to  the  regulation  of  the  slide  valves, 
and  the  packing  of  the  cylinder.  These  difficulties  might  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  workmen  in  the  shop,  or  to  the  engineer.  An  engine 
may  be  ruined  in  two  days.  Badness  of  road  may  operate  on  run¬ 
ning  part  of  the  machine,  but  not  the  engine.  I  am  slightly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Mr.  Boon.  My  opinion  is,  he  knows  but  very  little 
about  an  engine,  because  he  has  not  been  brought  up  to  the  business, 
and  had  but  little  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  it.  He 
has  had  no  opportunity,  except  since  he  went  into  that  shop.  He  is 
a  pattern  maker.  I  think  he  never  had  charge  of  a  stationary  engine. 
A  person  to  superintend  a  shop  like  this,  should  be  a  perfect  machi¬ 
nist. 

Judging  from  Mr.  Cameron’s  reports,  the  engines  have  run  over 
too  much  ground  for  the  business  they  have  done. 

When  I  left  the  shop,  the  engines  were  nearly  all  ready  to  go  out 
for  the  spring  business.  I  mean  enough  of  them  to  do  all  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  road. 

JOHN  BRANDT. 

One  o’clock,  P.  M.,  Committee  adjourned  to  two  o’clock.  Two 
o’clock,  P.  M.,  Committee  convened  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and 
proceeded  with  examination  of  witnesses. 

William  Hamerigiit,  sworn: 

I  reside  in  this  city;  was  engaged  about  five  months  in  hauling 
wood,  coal,  and  castings,  as  agent  for  the  State.  The  wood  I  hauled 
from  Valley  Creek  bridge,  and  some  from  Parkesburg,  to  the  plane. 
Hauled  in  cars  with  locomotives.  Commenced  the  4th  of  March. 
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I  am  hauling  Pittsburg  coal  from  Columbia  to  head  of  the  Schuylkill 
plane,  and  bring  anthracite  coal  up  to  Parkesburg,  Dillerviile,  and 
Columbia.  1  get  for  first  five  months,  and  after  that  per 
day.  We  get  the  anthracite  coal  from  head  of  the  plane  at  Phila¬ 
delphia.  At  Columbia  we  got  it  along  the  basin,  where  Mr.  Mathiot 
directed  us.  Do  not  know  the  price. 

For  some  time  past  the  motive  power  was  backward.  The  engines 
not  fit  for  use.  This  is  since  1st  January.  Delays  of  transporting 
produce  have  occurred  for  want  of  power.  As  long  as  I  run  below, 
we  made  a  trip  a  day — down  by  day,  and  back  by  night,  from  Valley 
Creek  bridge  to  the  plane.  Latterly  we  have  not  run  regularly. 
When  we  went  through,  we  made  the  trip  dcAvn  and  back  m  three 
days,  from  plane  to  plane.  Generally  there  were  two  of  us  along.. 
There  is  but  this  month’s  pay  due  me.  1' have  always  been  paid 
up  punctually.  1  never  took  any  wood  below  the  plane.  I  took 
upwards  of  one  hundred  cords  to  Paoli,  and  some  to  Morgan’s  Cor¬ 
ners,  from  Parkesburg.  When  hauling  wood,  1  did  so  lree  of  toll'. 
Was  never  stopped  by  the  collector — never  had  a  permit.  I  have 
seen  no  State  cars  with  the  name  of  Bolton  on  them.  The  State 
cars  have  no  name  on  them.  When  I  went  past  the  collectors’  offices 
— went  along  with  the  train — did  not  ask  any  questions.  I  do  not 
know  of  any  cars  carrying  property  of  citizens  Jree  of  toll. 

I  went  two  trips,  with  two  cars  each  time  for  wood,  to  Mr.  Came^ 
ron’s  farm  at  Mounrjoy — brought  about  fifteen  cords — mostly  to  Dii- 
lervillc — one  car  load  to  Lancaster.  There  was  very  little  wood  at 
Dillerviile  station — the  last  time  there  was  scarcely  any.  This  was 
the  reason  1  was  sent  after  it.  Of  the  wood  I  took  from  Valley  Creek 
bridge,  about  two  hunderd  cords  were  purchased  from  Mr.  Joseph 
Darlington — fourteen  from  Miss  Thomas — over  forty  from  Mr.  Dean 
— part  of  this  taken  to  Morgan’s  Corners — part  to  Paoli.  It  was 
through  the  summer,  and  towards  fall.  I  know  nothing  of  any  other 
wood  being  taken  from  Mr.  Cameron’s  farm,  except  the  fifteen  cords 
above  named,  and  have  no  reason  to  believe  any  other  was  taken.  1 
generally  got  my  pay  from  Mr.  Cameron’s  clerk,  Mr.  Broom.  The 
last  time  Mr.  Cameron  paid  me  himself.  1  am  still  in  the  employ  of 
the  State.  In  going  along  the  road,  I  frequently  see  State  agents  on 
burden  cars.  Some  arc  very  useful.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  all. 
Those  I  know  attend  to  their  duties. 

YVM.  HAMBRIGHTl 

Anprew  Mehaffey,  affirmed: 

I  was  former  Superintendent  of  Motive  Power  on  the  Columbia  and 
Philadelphia  railroad. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  one-half 
cent  per  mile  per  car  is  taken  from  the  road  toll  and  added  to  the  mo¬ 
tive  power  toll;  and  by  another  resolution,  coal  purchased  for  the  use 
of  the  State  is  carried  free  of  toll  from  Pittsburg  to  Columbia.  On 
51,910  cars,  the  number  mentioned  in  Mr.  Cameron’s  fieport,  as  pass- 
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int*  the  whole  length  of  the  road,  the  increase  of  toll  for  motive 
power  m  one  year  would  be  $21,283.  This  does  not  include  cars 
starting  or  stopping  at  intermediate  points.  The  increase  on  one  car 
going  through  would  be  forty-one  cents.  The  toll  on  coal  coming 
from  Pittsburg  is  reduced  eight  cents  a  bushel  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Commissioners,  which  operates  so  much  in  favor  of  the  motive  power, 
or  reduces  the  expense  of  motive  power  that  sum  on  each  bushel  of 
coal  used. 

When  I  went  out  of  office,  the  indebtedness  for  motive  power  on 
this  road  was  as  follows  : 


Lemon’s  station 

for  wood, 

$317  62 

Bennington’s, 

do. 

183  00 

Dowuingtown, 

do. 

528  50 

Paoli, 

do. 

1,071  00 

Eogie  station, 

do. 

400  00 

Schuylkill  level, 

do. 

552  50 

M.  M.  Baldwin  for  castings, 

348  63 

T.  W.  Morgan  for  oil, 

3,550  00 

Sundry  bills, 

150  00 

$7,401  25 

This  is  the  estimated  debt  at 

that  time. 

It  may  fall  short  of  the 

real  amount,  but  not  more  than  $500 — perhaps  not  that. 

On  the  1st  Nov.,  1836,  I  assumed  the  management  of  the  Motive 
Power  department,  on  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  railroad,  and 
continued  in  that  capacity  until  the  1st  February,  1849.  During  this 
period  of  time,  the  amount  of  motive  power  toll  collected,  was  $332- 
437  01,  and  the  amount  expended  (including  $5,340  18  for  stock  on 
hand  on  1st  February,  1836,)  for  purposes  chargeable  to  motive  power 
was  $300,273  29,  showing  an  excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures  of 
$32,163  72;  to  which,  after  deducting  the  sum  of  $7,421  25,  esti¬ 
mated  debt  on  the  first  February  must  be  added  the  amount  of  inven¬ 
tory,  when  1  left  the  road  $22,844  08.  Thus  making  in  the  whole 
an  actual  excess  of  $47,586  55. 

I  paid  all  the  hands  on  the  road  up  to  the  time  I  left  it.  Any  debts 
that  may  be  discovered  due  and  not  included  in  the  statement  handed 
in  by  me,  should  be  deducted  from  the  amount  of  $47,586  55,  in 
order  to  show  the  real  amount  of  excess  in  favor  of  motive  power,  for 
the  time  which  I  had  charge  of  the  road.  The  motive  power  toll  re¬ 
ceived  is  applied  to  the  expenses  of  the  motive  power.  The  accounts 
for  motive  power  on  this  road  is  kept  separate  from  the  account  of 
motive  power  on  the  Portage  road,  by  the  State  Treasurer.  While  I 
was  in,  there  was  a  deficiency  on  the  Portage  road,  and  part  of  the 
revenue  taken  on  the  Columbia  road  was  applied  to  the  Portage  road. 
I  understood  from  the  State  Treasurer,  that  if'  the  Superintendent  on 
this  road  had  required  all  that  was  collected  on  his  road,  he  would  be 
entitled  to  it,  from  1st  November,  1838,  to  1st  of  February,  1839. 
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The  amount  drawn  by  me  from  the  State  Treasury,  over  the  amount 
by  me  paid  in,  was  $18,983;  about  $14,000  of  this  amount  was  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  payment  of  debts  previously  contracted,  and  the  purchase 
of  wood  and  materials  for  the  spring  business. 

When  1  first  assumed  the  management  of  the  road,  I  apprehended 
some  difficulty  in  procuring  sufficient  quantity  of  wood,  and  conse¬ 
quently,  issued  a  notice  to  receive  proposals  lor  the  delivery  of  3,000 
cords  at  Columbia,  Lemon  Place  and  Parkesburg,  the  three  principal 
points;  but  soon  discovered  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  two  or  three 
persons  to  monopolize  that  trade;  after  which,  1  adopted  the  plan  of 
allowing  all  persons  to  bring  in  any  quantity  they  chose,  it  was 
corded  at  the  different  stations.  The  State  paid  the  corder  10  and 
12^  cts.  per  cord  for  cording.  A  portion  of  the  wood  brought  in,  was 
not  merchantable.  It  was  his  duty  to  throw  out  all  such,  the  top 
wood,  &c.  After  it  was  known  that  all  could  bring  in  wood,  and  there 
was  no  difficulty  about  the  pay,  we  had  plenty.  We  paid  at  the 
Schuylkill  plane,  $5,  $5  25,  and  $5  75,  delivered  there.  The  last 
year,  we  adopted  a  plan  more  economical.  Bought  of  Mr.  Darling¬ 
ton  and  others,  at  Valley  Creek  Bridge,  for  $3|,  and  had  it  taken 
from  that  point  in  cars,  to  the  Schuylkill  plane.  The  cost  including 
wear  and  tear  of  ears,  was  about  fifty  cents  a  cord  for  taking  it  to  the 
plane.  We. used  some  hickory  wood  in  the  engines.  The  heat  was 
rather  intense  and  not  so  safe  as  regards  property,  along  the  line. 
We  preferred  chestnut  and  oak  for  generating  steam.  When  we 
bought  locomotives,  it  was  always  considered  they  were  bought  for 
cash.  We  paid  hands  monthly.  It  was  my  practice  to  go  along  the 
road  and  pay  the  hands  usually.  Went  to  the  shops.  They  had 
their  bills  regularly  made  out  and  sworn  to.  Mr.  Brandt  or  his  clerk 
certified  to  the  correctness  of  the  bills  of  the  hands,  in  the  Parkesburg 
shop.  There  have  been  instances  where  persons  have  left  their  bills 
receipted  in  the  office.  I  would  not,  however,  call  that  a  business 
transaction.  Mr.  Brandt  had  a  clerk  who  usually  kept  the  time  of 
the  hands.  He  had  a  foreman  to  whom  he  gave  more  wages  than  to 
a  common  hand.  He  was  such  a  hand  as  he  would  leave  in  charge 
of  the  shop,  when  necessary  for  him  to  go  on  the  road. 

The  State  had  purchased  fifty  engines.  When  Mr.  Cameron  came 
in,  there  were  sixteen  on  the  road.  They  were, 


Edward  F.  Gay, 

Enterprise, 

Lancaster, 

Virginia, 

Piqua, 

Washington  County  Farmer, 
Downingtown, 

Indiana, 


Paoli, 

Montgomery, 

Wisconsin, 

Mississippi, 

Brandvwine, 

Octorara, 

Westchester, 

Schuylkill. 


I  did  not  change  the  name  of  any  engine  while  1  was  in.  Mr.  Pat¬ 
ten,  superintendent  on  the  Portage  road,  said  he  had  the  name  of  one 
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changed,  which  he  told  me  cost  up.wards  of  $60,  and .  was  paid  by 
citizens  in  the  vicinity  of  a  certain  creek,  after  which  it  was  named. 

When  Mr.  C.  came  on,  there  were  live  others  which  could  have 
been  turned  out  in  two  or  three  days.  Six  more  were  in  such  condition, 
that  it  would  cause  the  State  a  loss  to  use  them.  There  are  two 
classes  of  engines.  The  price  of  one,  $7,0.00,  the  other, s  $7,500. 
When  making  my  report,  I  asked  an  appropriation  of  only  $70,000 
to  purchase  ten  engines.  I  anticipated  a  pressure  in  the  times,  and 
thought  I  could  buy  the  best  kind  for  $7,000.  I  would  have  undertaken 
to  purchase  them  for  that  sum.  The  engines  have  always  been  paid 
for  by  appropriation  by  the  Legislature.  There  would  have  been  no 
necessity  for  appropriations  to  purchase  engines,  if  the  excess  of  mo¬ 
tive  power  toll  had  been  thus  applied.  The  contract  to  supply  ten 
of  the  best  engines  for  $70,000,  would  be  a  very  desirable  contract. 
I  never  got  a  discount  on  any  that  I  purchased  for  cash. 

Twelve  of  the  fifty  engines  purchased  on  this  road,  have  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Portage  road.  I  should  have  been  glad  to  give  $1,000 
for  the  copper  in  the  four  engines,  in  the  house  that  was  burnt  at  the 
plane.  The  iron  and  copper  after  they  were  taken  out,  was  well  worth 
$2,000.  The  statement  of  property  on  hand,  when  I  left  the  road 
referred  to  in  Mr.  Cameron’s  report,  is  correct  and  was  made  by 
myself. 

When  I  came  on  the  road,  I  charged  mvself  with  all  the  stock  on 
hand. 

It  was  long  a  question,  whether  the  motive  power  would  sustain 
itself ;  and  I  set  out  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  truth  of  it.  I  would 
be  glad  to  give  the  State  a  bonus  of  $20,000  for  the  right  of  using  the 
motive  power,  at  the  rate  at  which  tolls  were  charged  in  1838. 

While  I  was  in  office  I  inspected  the  wood  myself.  I  had  men  to 
cord  the  wood  at  different  places  who  had  no  interest  in  the  matter. 
1  think  the  use  of  coal  would  be  very  advantageous  to  the  State,  and 
would  be  less  dangerous  to  the  destruction  of  property.  In  my  last 
report,  I  estimated  it  would  produce  a  saving  of  50  per  cent,  from  the 
experiment  we  had  made.  While  I  was  on  the  road  there  was  but 
one  supervisor  .of  repairs.  I  think  one  would  be  sufficient,  and  the 
business  would  be  much  better  done. 

I  think  it  would  be  advantageous  to  the  road  to  give  the  Superintend¬ 
ent  of  Motive  Power  the  control  of  the  supervision  of  repairs,  as  it 
would  be  his  interest  always  to  see  that  the  road  was  kept  in  good  re¬ 
pair.  All  cars  between  the  two  extreme  points  of  the  road  were  con¬ 
sidered  as  way  cars.  The  tolls  for  motive  power  earned  while  I  was 
in  office  were  not  all  collected  as  due.  They  were  all  included  in  my 
report  of  November  1st,  as  proceeds  of  motive  power.  The  reason  the 
debts  referred  to  as  due  for  motive  power  were  not  paid  by  me  was, 
that  the  collectors  had  not  received  the  amount  due  for  tolls  on 
motive  power,  and  not  because  there  was  a  deficiency  in  that  fund. 

ANDREW  MEHAFFEYo 
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John  L.  Thompson,  sworn : 

I  know  nothing  about  the  management  of  this  railroad  the  last  year. 
I  am  employed  as  counsel  here. 


The  first  client  is  Robert  Moderwell, 

2d  Mr.  M‘Killips,  firm  of  Bressler  &  M‘Killips,  at 

Bird-in-Hand. 

3d  Wm.  Howitt  &  Krider. 

4th  Capt.  John  Steele,  of  Harmony  Hall. 

All  the  interest  1  have  in  this  investigation  is  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  fee  I  get.  1  come  with  no  political  object.  My  clients  are 
all  engaged  in  forwarding. 


On  motion, 


4  o’clock,  P.  M. 


Committee  adjourned  to  meet  at  9  o’clock  to-morrow  morning. 


Frederick  Hambright,  sworn: 

I  am  collector  of  tolls  on  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  railroad,  and 
weigh  master. 

From  the  1st  of  Nov.  1838,  to  24th  Feb.  1839,  inclu¬ 
sive,  the  tolls  collected  for  motive  power  at  this  of¬ 
fice  were 

From  the  1st  Nov.  1839,  to  24th  Feb.  1840,  inclusive, 
they  were 

Making  $8,428  17  more  the  present  winter  than  the 
last. 

From  the  1st  April  1838  to  24th  Feb.  1839,  inclusive, 
one  month  and  six  days  less  than  a  year,  they 
amounted  to 

From  the  25th  Feb.  1839  to  the  25th  Feb.  1840,  inclu¬ 
sive,  one  year,  they  amounted  to 

The  registers  for  the  time  previous  are  not  in  my  office. 

There  has  been  some  complaints  about  management  of  motive  pow¬ 
er  some  time  back  during  the  storm.  There  was  a  scarcity  of  motive 
power  when  the  roads  were  bad  and  the  snow  was  deep. 

I  cannot  explain  the  cause  of  delay  in  forwarding  produce,  except 
it  was  the  want  of  motive  power,  owing  to  the  badness  of  the  roads. 
Mr.  Cameron  told  the  State  agents  to  fire  up  early  so  that  they  could 
get  along ;  and  requested*  me  to  examine  the  cars  and  see  what  they 
were  loaded  with,  and  not  detain  them  longer  than  absolutely  necessa¬ 
ry.  1  always  weigh  the  cars  coming  from  the  Cumberland  Valley 
and  Harrisburg  road  when  1  can  get  at  the  scales.  The  scales  are 
sometimes  encumbered  by  transporters  running  their  cars  out  on  the 


$19,442  32 
27,870  49 

46,490  12 
64,657  38 
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track — though  they  have  been  notified  frequently  by  the  supervisors 
not  to  do  so. 

There  has  always  been  a  disposition  by  the  Superintendent  of  Mo- 
tive  Power  and  all  other  hands,  to  get  cars  off  as  soon  as  possible  af¬ 
ter  they  were  ready  to  go. 

I  heard  Mr.  Howitt  say  he  believed  Mr.  Cameron  done  all  he  could 
to  forward  the  business.  He  thought  the  fault  of  delay  lay  at  the 
Parkesburg  shop. 

FRED’K.  HAMBRIGHT. 


(E.) 

John  Hamilton,  sworn: 

I  reside  in  East  King  street,  in  this  city,  and  keep  a  public  house. 
1  do  not  think  there  were  as  many  wagons  on  the  turnpike  road  this 
year,  as  there  were  last.  Some  loads  of  flour  were  hauled  from  Co¬ 
lumbia,  and  some  from  Lancaster,  this  winter — four  from  Columbia 
and  two  from  Lancaster.  It  was  about  two  weeks  ago.  The  person 
who  took  it,  said  first  he  could  get  it  off  cheaper  by  railroad.  I  told 
him  I  would  take  it  for  fifty  cents  a  barrel.  He  told  me  I  should  take 
it.  He  after\vards  said  he  could  get  it  taken  cheaper  by  railroad. 
The  price  by  railroad  is  thirty-five  cents.  When  the  flour  was  sent 
by  wagons,  he  could  not  get  it  off  by  the  railroad. 

The  farmers  were  anxious  then  to  get  their  flour  off,  fearing  it 
would  fall  in  price.  There  is  almost  every  year,  some  farmers  going 
with  flour,  bv  wagons. 

JOHN  HAMILTON. 


Hathoen  Freeland,  sworn: 

I  reside  at  Bellevue  or  Gap,  on  this  road,  fifty-three  miles  from 
Philadelphia;  am  engaged  in  transportation.  I  have  been  in  business 
-on  the  road  since  October,  1834,  except  about  six  months  at  the  com¬ 
mencement,  (in  1834.)  We  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  on  the  road, 
about  getting  cars  off  regularly,  for  deficiency  of  motive  power,  and  a 
want  of  system.  After  the  motive  power  department  came  under 
charge  of  Mr.  Mehaifey,  there  was  an  increase  of  engines,  and  more 
regular  system.  At  commencement  of  Mr.  Mehaffey’s  time,  there 
was  still  difficulty,  but  after  some  time  the  motive  power  was  increased, 
and  we  got  along  without  much  difficulty.  There  was  some  com¬ 
plaint.  Some  people  will  be  dissatisfied  if  business  is  done  ever  so 
well.  The  motive  power  came  under  direction  of  Mr.  Cameron,  in 
February,  1839.  The  winter  broke  up,  and  road  was  very  bad  about 
that  time,  as  is  always  the  case  when  winter  breaks  up  suddenly.  I 
found  some  difficulty  in  getting  cars  off'  for  some  few  days;  1  think 
more  at  that  particular  time,  than  during  Mr.  Mehaffey’s  superintend- 
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ence  of  motive  power.  About  first  March,  they  went  on  very  regu¬ 
larly;  as  well  as  they  had  done  previously,  in  connection  with  motive 
power;  and  continued  so  during  summer  and  fall,  up  to  early  part  of 
the  winter.  The  early  part  of  winter,  business  appeared  to  increase 
very  fast;  there  was  a  want  of  motive  power  to  take  my  cars  at  least. 
I  wrote  to  Mr.  Boon,  Superintendent  of  Parkesburg  shop,  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  put  on  all  the  engines,  as  there  would  be  an  increase 
of  business,  and  we  had  as  good  a  right  to  be  accommodated  in  our 
way  business,  as  persons  had  at  the  ends  of  the  road.  I  mentioned 
that  the  business  previously  had  been  well  done;  that  our  cars  had 
been  taken  off  as  well  as  the  western  business,  and  thought  there 
should  be  an  increase  of  power  to  continue  to  do  the  business  in  same 
way — that  the  way  business  would  be  immense.  I  then  had  a  per¬ 
sonal  interview  with  him.  He  assured  me  it  would  be  done  so;  that 
I  might  depend  on  having  my  cars  taken  off — they  would  put  on 
more  engines.  There  were  then  from  eight  to  ten  engines  running 
for  burden  trains  daily,  four  down  and  four  up.  They  took  full 
trains.  The  power  was  increased  on  the  road,  and  the  business  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  doing  and  to  help  to  be  done  well,  until  the  first  deep 
snow  came  and  blocked  up  the  road.  Then  it  required  all  the  engines 
and  hands  that  could  be  raised,  to  clear  the  road.  The  snow  caused 
a  delay  of  near  a  week.  Alter  the  snow  was  cleared  off,  there  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  great  want  of  motive  power  again.  I  called  on  Mr. 
Boon.  The  lack  of  power  continued  three  or  lour  days.  During  the 
time  the  road  was  blocked,  the  produce  in  warehouses  was  accumu¬ 
lating  fast.  Mr.  Boon  told  me,  that  owing  to  its  being  necessary  to 
take  all  his  hands  and  engines  out  of  the  shop  to  clear  the  road,  it 
would  require  some  days  to  repair  the  engines.  In  a  few  days  there 
was  a  considerable  amount  of  power  on  the  road,  and  business  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  very  well  done;  at  least  so  far  as  I  was  concerned. 
From  that  time,  on  to  the  breaking  up  of  the  winter,  there  was  a  suc¬ 
cession  of  extreme  cold  weather,  and  occasional  snow,  which  impeded 
the  business  on  the  road.  About  the  time  the  winter  broke  up,  there 
were  a  considerable  number  of  engines  on  the  road  ;  but  owing  to  the 
road  being  bad,  they  would  get  off  the  track.  During  one  day,  but 
twfo  burden  trains  passed  down  and  one  up.  Since  that,  business  has 
been  done  pretty  well.  Cars  were  taken  up  repeatedly;  produce  in 
the  warehouses  is  reduced.  Since  the  road  has  become  settled,  there 
are  generally  seven,  eight  and  nine  engines  going  each  day.  The 
business  has  been  much  greater  on  the  road  this  winter,  than  in  winters 
before. 

In  every  instance  where  there  was  difficulty  in  getting  cars  off,  I 
applied  to  Mr.  Boon,  manager  at  Parkesburg  shop.  He  made  such 
arrangements  as  were  satisfactory  to  me.  The  road  as  far  as  my 
observation  has  extended,  has  been  kept  as  well  the  last  season  as 
before.  The  foreman  on  the  section  passing  my  place,  has  had  but 
twro  hands  during  the  winter,  except  when  necessary  to  employ  more 
hands  to  clear  off  the  road.  Immediately  after  the  first  deep  snow, 

I  passed  up  the  road  from  my  place  to  Mr.  Manahan’s,  about  seven 
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miles.  The  road  was  then  in  as  good  order  as  I  ever  saw  it  at  that 
season  of  the  year.  We  labor  sometimes  under  great  disadvantage 
from  the  delay  occasioned  by  there  being  but  one  track  from  Paoli 
down.  The  same  disadvantages  were  experienced  last  year.  There 
is  also  considerable  delay  occasioned  at  the  planes,  which  is  now  in¬ 
creased  since  the  Reading  road  comes  in  at  the  foot  of  the  Schuylkill 
plane.  I  have  not  had  much  damage  done  to  my  property  by  care¬ 
lessness  on  the  road.  In  February  1839,  two  of  my  cars  were  da¬ 
maged  in  consequence  of  the  badness  of  the  road.  I  have  a  claim  for 
about  six  dollars  for  lumber  furnished  supervisor.  I  have  no  know¬ 
ledge  of  hands  offering  accounts  for  sale  at  discount. 

I  never  had  any  personal  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Cameron  until 
now.  The  power  on  the  road  in  1834  and  1835,  was  not  sufficient 
to  do  the  business  then  on  the  road. 

There  are  some  alterations  in  the  system  of  doing  business  now, 
from  what  there  was  then.  They  have  State  agents  on  burden  cars, 
which  they  had  not  then.  This  arrangement  was  made  in  Mr.  Mehaf- 
fey’s  time. 

H.  FREELAND. 


Roeert  Moderwell,  sworn: 

I  am  a  transporter  in  the  city  of  Lancaster.  Was  one  of  the  first 
to  commence  business  on  the  road.  Commenced  in  summer  of  1834. 
During  the  last  year,  the  business  was  very  well  done  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  year.  The  difficulties  commenced  at  the  beginning 
of  this  winter.  During  the  winter  there  has  been  considerable  delays, 
which  I  presume  is  owing  to  the  bad  state  of  the  road  and  want  of 
motive  power.  At  the  commencement  of  the  winter,  the  road  was 
impeded  some  by  snows  which  were  removed  in  the  usual  way,  and 
quickly.  We  have  been  detained  frequently  over  a  week  in  making 
a  trip  to  Philadelphia  and  back.  The  delays  continued  three,  four  or 
five  weeks.  We  have  been  detained  frequently  four  or  five  days  here 
for  want  of  motive  power,  after  we  had  got  our  clearance.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  engines  running,  varied.  Some  days  more,  some  less.  They 
probably  averaged  three  each  way  for  burden  trains.  One  day  when 
many  cars  were  waiting,  I  saw  but  one  engine. 

I  asked  several  persons  concerned  in  motive  power,  what  was  the 
cause  of  there  not  being  more  engines.  They  said  several  engines 
were  injured  in  removing  the  snow.  Mr.  Boon  appeared  to  be  a  good 
deal  distressed  about  it.  Said  he  was  doing  all  he  could  to  get  them 
out  as  quick  as  he  could.  I  think  Mr.  Brandt  better  qualified  than 
Mr.  Boon,  as  a  machinist.  Mr.  Boon’s  reputation  as  a  machinist  is 
not  considered  as  good  as  Mr.  Brandt’s.  I  consider  the  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Parkesburg  shop  the  principal  spoke  in  the  wheel,  abcut 
motive  power.  Without  a  competent  person  there,  the  motive  power 
and  business  of  the  road  must  recede,  and  the  interests  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  course  must  suffer. 

There  have  been  some  changes  in  the  system  about  motive  power. 
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The  general  system  about  getting  off  is  the  same,  but  there  has  not 
been  the  same  punctuality.  Property  in  our  warehouses  has  increased 
so  that  we  have  been  obliged  to  request  our  customers  not  to  bring 
any  more  uptil  we  get  our  shops  cleared  out. 

There  must  have  been  incompetency  somewhere  to  cause  the  de¬ 
tentions  this  winter.  The  road  was  no  worse  by  the  frost  coming  out 
this  year  than  previously.  When  there  was  but  one  track  in  1834, 
we  had  between  twenty  and  thirty  cars  and  an  equal  number  of  horses, 
and  could  make  two  trips  a  week  to  Philadelphia  and  back.  When 
two  cars  met,  the  one  nearest  to  a  turning  out  point  would  have  to  run 
back  to  let  the  other  cars  pass.  There  was  a  turn  out  at.  every  mile. 
We  make  two  trips  a  week  with  motive  power  now,  when  the  road 
and  motive  power  is  in  good  order. 

I  have  done  less  this  year  in  February  and  part  of  January,  until 
lately,  than  previously.  We  had  to  turn  business  off  for  want  of 
power.  We  never  before  had  to  advise  farmers  to  take  their  dour  by 
wagons. 

A  wagon  load  was  despatched  a  few  days  ago  from  Mr.  Wise’s  mill, 
which  would  cost  the  owner  eighteen  cents  a  barrel  more  than  if  he 
had  sent  by  railroad ;  the  wagons  charged  eighty  cents.  Our  charge 
for  transportation  and  commission  for  selling,  fifty  cents  a  barrel ;  and 
it  would  cost  twelve  cents  to  get  it  hauled  from  the  mill  here.  I  never 
knew  any  flour  to  go  on  the  turnpike  until  this  year. 

The  crops  of  wheat  were  very  heavy  last  year.  In  1835  they 
were  as  great.  The  following  winter  we  had  to  employ  a  great  many 
extra  cars  to  get  it  off.  I  have  no  claim  against  the  motive  power  de¬ 
partment.  I  have  a.  claim  against  Col.  Mosher,  as  supervisor,  for 
something  over  $200. 

I  believe  all  persons  employed  on  the  road  have  done  all  they  could 
to  forward  the  business.  The  division  of  the  road  under  Col.  Mosher, 
I  believe  has  been  kept  in  very  good  order.  It  was  obstructed  some 
two  or  three  times  by  snow,  but  not  long;  passenger  trains  went 
through  in  a  little  while. 

The  business  on  the  Cumberland  Valley  and  Harrisburg  roads  did 
not  come  in  here  in  1838.  There  is  a  vast  amount  of  produce  comes 
in  from  those  roads  now,  which  is  added  to  the  business  of  this  road. 
There  have  been  ten  new  engines  added  to  this  road  the  last  year. 
The  motive  power  has  been  increased  annually,  since  I  have  been  on 
the  road. 

It  is  the  general  opinion  of  business  men,  that  there  mnst  be  incom¬ 
petency  somewhere.  I  think  Mr.  Cameron  cannot  get  along  with  the 
motive  power  without  a  competent  person  in  the  Parkesburg  shop. 
The  statement  of  business  done  by  us  in  the  month  of  January,  as 
published  in  Mr.  Forney’s  paper  is  correct,  except  that  the  editor  rpade 
a  mistake  in  saying  it  was  the  amount  of  property  forwarded — -it:  was 
the  amount  of  property  received  by  us,  which  had  not  all  been  for¬ 
warded. 

R.  MODE^WELL. 
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Michael  Ehrman,  sworn : 

I  reside  in  Lancaster;  am  a  brass  founder.  I  am  not  much  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  management  of  the  road.  I  have  a  small  claim. 

I  presented  my  bill  at  different  times  and  got  part  pay;  my  claim  was 
$475.  I  received  in  December,  $250.  I  have  another  account  of 
about  $40  for  which  I  have  not  made  out  a  bill.  I  gave  a  receipt  only 
for  what  money  I  received.  I  have  not  refused  to  do  work  for  want 
of  pay.  I  know  Mr.  Boon  by  sight;  while  he  was  here  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  foundry.  He  was  a  partner  with  Mr.  Cockley.  I  never 
knew  him  concerned  with  any  construction  of  machines.  I  have 
known  him  four  years.  Sometime  ago  there  were  but  few  engines  on 
the  road.  When  1  was  in  the  shop,  the  hands  said  Mr.  Boon  turned 
off  the  best  hands  and  employed  those  that  were  not  competent.  This 
winter  for  awhile  but  few  engines  run — for  a  time  past  there  have 
been  a  good  many. 

Mr.  Broom  paid  me  the  $250  on  my  account,  which  I  receipted  on 
the  bill. 

MICHAEL  EHRMAN. 


Andrew  Mehaffey,  re-called: 

The  average  number  of  hands  employed  in  Parkesburg  shop  while 
I  had  charge  was  twenty  and  a-half.  The  number  varied  at  times 
from  eighteen  to  twenty-five.  The  engineers  and  firemen  of  loco¬ 
motives,  were  considered  a  separate  party;  they  varied  from. ten  en¬ 
gineers  and  ten  firemen,  to  twenty  engineers  and  twenty  firemen,,  in¬ 
cluding  those  with  passenger  trains. 

The  success  of  the  motive  power  department,  depends  upon  various 
causes.  The  subject  is  one  of  interest  to  every  person.  In  the  first 
place,  its  success  depends  upon  the  road  being  kept  in  a  complete 
state  of  repair.  Secondly,  the  use  of  the  right  kind  of  locomotives. 
Thirdly,  a  master  machinist  known  to  be  fully  competent  to  take 
charge  of,  and  keep  those  locomotives  in  order.  Fourthly,  skilful 
engineers  to  run  them  when  in  order.  Taking  into  consideration  the 
bridges  and  rails  on  the  Columbia  road,  I  think  the  weight  of  the  en- 
gine  with  the  weight  of  the  tender  thrown  upon  it,  should  not  exceed 
thirteen  tons.  I  think  the  road  will  bear  this  weight.  The  heavier 
the  engine  if  not  too  heavy  for  the  road,  the  better  for  the  State.  The 
same  weight  of  engines  is  not  intended  to  appy  to  passenger  trains. 
For  the  lighter  engines  would  be  better  on  account  of  the  increased 
speed  which  they  travel.  The  burden  trains  should  not  be  permitted 
to  go  over  ten  miles  an  hour,  and  would  be  better,  especially  on  this 
road,  for  the  reason  of  its  being  constructed  partly  on  stone  blocks 
instead  of  cross-ties,  which  prevents  the  elasticity  of  the  rails ;  and 
another  reason — the  numerous  and  abrupt  curves  on  the  road.  I 
consider  there  is  at  least  a  difference  of  ten  per  cent,  in  the  cost  of 
repairs  of  engines  between  this  road  and  the  Reading  road,  and  of  10 
per  cent,  between  the  repairs  of  the  two  roads  in  favor  of  the  Reading 
Toad,  in  consequence  of  the  difference  of  construction  of  the  two 
roads. 
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By  avoiding  the  inclined  plane  at  Schuylkill,  there  would  be  an 
annual  saving  to  the  State  of  about  $22,000,  including  the  expenses 
at  the  head  and  foot  of  the  plane,  and  at  Broad  street.  Another  ad¬ 
vantage  would  be  a  vast  saving  to  the  travelling  and  transporting 
public,  inasmuch^as  the  trips  that  now  occupy  from  three  to  four  days 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  could  then  be  accomplished 
in  two  days.  The  saving  to  the  transporters  in  pay  of  agents,  would 
be  reduced  at  least  one  half.  Confidence  on  the  part  of  travellers  and 
transporters,  would  be  more  firmly  established,  and  the  result  would 
be  an  increase  of  trade,  and  increase  of  toll.  A  large  amount  of 
trade  that  now  passes  north  and  south  of  us,  would  concentrate  on 
this  road,  and  greatly  add  to  the  receipts  of  both  motive  power  and 
road-toll,  and  also,  the  tolls  on  the  canal.  In  the  event,  of  that  plane 
being  abandoned,  I  believe  a  large  amount  of  trade  might  be  induced 
to  come  upon  this  road  which  would  otherwise  pass  down  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna.  There  "would  be  an  additional  saving  of  motive  power, 
equal  to  the  expenses  at  the  plane,  $22,000.  Several  persons  to  my 
knowledge,  have  within  -the  last  ten  days,  gone  to  Philadelphia  in 
private  carriages,  rather  than  run  the  risk  they  would  incur  at  the 
plane  by  going  in  cars.  It  always  has  been  and  always  will  be  the 
case  more  or  less. 

In  case  the  plane  was  avoided,  any  given  quantity  of  motive  power 
would  probably  do  -not;  less  than  50  per  cent,  more  business  in  the 
same  time.  One  great  advantage  would  be  that  the  engines,  instead  of 
being  four  or  five  miles  from  'the  city,  would  be  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  the  warehouses,  and  would  at  all  times  know  the  amount 
of  business  to  be  done.  The  depot  should  be  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  collector’s  office.  Much  time  and  steam  would  be  thereby 
saved,  and  much  confusion  would  be  avoided  which  now  exists,  and 
always  will  exist  between  Broad  street  and  the  foot  of  the  plane. 
While  the  plane  exists  there  must  necessarily  be  much  confusion  and 
liability  to  accidents  both  to  persons  and  property  between  that  place 
and  Broad  street,  in  consequence  of  the  circumscribed  limits  between 
those  points. 

If  the  plane  is  not  avoided,  it  may  be  necessary  within  two  years, 
to  put  an  additional  stationary  engine  at  the  head  of  the  plane  to  meet 
the  increase  of  business. 

ANDREW  MEHAFFEY. 

40  minutes  P.  M.  On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  when  this  committee  adjourns,  we  will  proceed  to 
examine  the  Harrisburg,  Portsmouth,  Mount  Joy  and  Lancaster  rail¬ 
road. 

On  motion, 

Resolved ,  That  this  meeting  do  now  adjourn' to  meet  in  the  East 
Committee  Room  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  Monday  at  4 
o’clock,  P.  M. 
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Harrisburg,  March  2,  1840.  ) 

4  o’clock,  P.  M.  $ 

Committee  met  in  the  East  Committee  Room  of  the  House  of  Re¬ 
presentatives.  Present,  Messrs.  Nill,  liinchman  and  Jones. 

A  quorum  not  being  present,  on  motion,  it  was, 

Resolved,  That  this  committee  adjourn  to  meet  again  to-morrow  at 
half  past  3  o’clock,  P.  M.  at  the  North  Committee  Room  of  the  House 
of  Rep  resen  tatives. 


Tuesday,  3d  March,  1840. 

Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  in  the  North  Committee 
Room  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  Present,  Messrs.  Nill,  Hel- 
fensteine,  Hinchman,  Jones,  Love  and  Hartshorne.  Committee  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  hear  testimony: 

Col.  A.  .1.  Pleasonton  being  called,  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Cam¬ 
eron,  on  the  ground  of  his  being  President  of  the  Harrisburg,  Ports¬ 
mouth,  Mountjoy  and  Lancaster  Railroad  Company,  and  would  con¬ 
sequently  be  interested  in  the  result  of  this  investigation. 

Col.  A.  J.  Pleasanton,  sworn: 

I  know  very  little  of  management  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia 
railway,  except  in  connection  with  the  Harrisburg  and  Lancaster  rail¬ 
way.  I  am  President  of  the  Harrisburg,  Portsmouth,  Mountjoy  and 
Lancaster  Railroad  Company,  in  which  capacity  I  have  been  brought 
frequently  in  connection  with  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  railroad, 
as  connected  with  the  cars  of  this  road.  For  some  time  past,  com¬ 
plaints  have  been  frequently  made  to  me  by  forwarders  and  others,  of 
detention  of  their  cars  on  the  route  from  Philadelphia  to  Chambersburg, 
and  to  Harrisburg,  and  vice  versa  going  down.  I  inquired  into  the 
matter,  and  from  personal  observation,  I  was  convinced  the  detention 
in  the  descending  trade,  occurred  at  Dillerville — the  junction  of  the 
State  road  with  the  Company  railway.  For  many  days  together,  I 
have  known  cars  descending,  were  detained  at  Dillerville  for  want  of 
motive  power.  I  was  at  Dillerville  on  Friday,  7th  February — there 
were  then  there  sixty  or  seventy  cars,  which  were  officially  reported 
to  me  as  having  been  detained  for  several  days.  While  there,  I  saw 
four  State  engines  pass  down  from  Columbia — three  had  no  burthen 
at  all — one  had  four  cars  attached  to  it.  The  conductors  of  the  sixty 
or  seventy  cars  which  had  been  detained  at  Dillerville,  called  out  to 
the  engineers  to  stop  and  take  them  along,  but  the  engineers  paid  no 
attention  to  them.  It  was  officially  reported  to  me  at  the  time,  that 
such  cases  had  frequently  occurred. 

From  my  obstruction  on  this  occasion,  I  was  induced  to  believe, 
that  a  threat  Mr.  Cameron  had  used  some  time  before  to  me,  was  in  a 
course  of  execution. 

Some  time  since,  Mr.  Cameron,  while  Superintendent  of  the  Harris¬ 
burg  and  Lancaster  railway  purchased  a  piece  of  woodland,  through 
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which  the  Harrisburg  and  Lancaster  railway  had  been  constructed. — 
The  land  was  bought  for  a  small  price,  and  the  wood  on  it  was  sold 
to  the  company  for  upwards  of  $3,000.  The  land  was  rocky  and 
desolate,  and  barren,  after  this  wood  was  taken  away.  After  the  wood 
had  been  cut,  he  presented  a  claim  to  the  company  for  fencing  on  this 
tract,  but  desired  the  fence  would  not  be  made,  but  that  the  company 
would  pay  him  the  value  of  it.  The  company  offered  to  pay  one-half 
the  fence,  if  he,  as  an  adjoining  proprietor,  would  pay  the  other;  or 
if  that  should  not  be  acceptable,  to  leave  the  matter  amicably  to  a 
court  in  Lancaster  county,  and  abide  by  the  result.  Mr.  C.  replied, 
he  would  submit  to  no  reference — that  if  the  company  did  not  pay 
him  all  he  claimed,  and  in  the  way  he  claimed,  he  would  not  sue 
them — but  revenge  was  sweet.  I  keep,  said  he,  two  engines  at  Diller- 
ville  to  accommodate  your  burthen  business  of  your  company.  I  will 
send  those  engines  to  Columbia,  and  you  shall  send  there  for  motive 
power,  if  you  want  them.  Your  engines  shall  not  go  into  Lancaster 
for  water,  as  the  Canal  Commissioners  have  left  that  matter  discre¬ 
tionary  with  me ;  and  it  shall  cost  the  company,  in  the  end,  more  than 
the  claim  comes  to.  This  was  at  the  collector’s  office  in  Philadelphia, 
on  the  3d  of  February. 

Some  days  after,  at  Lancaster,  he  said  the  State  engines  should  not 
back  down  upon  our  sidelings  to  take  off  our  cars,  though  they  accu¬ 
mulated  there  for  want  of  power  to  take  them  off ;  but  that  we  should 
be  compelled  to  hire  horses  to  take  them  up  to  the  junction  of  the  two- 
roads.  Mr.  Macky,  the  secretary  of  the  company,  was  present  at  the 
conversation  in  the  collector’s  office. 

A  little  afler  this  conversation  at  Lancaster,  this  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed. 

I  came  into  the  office  as  President  of  the  company,  on  the  7th  of 
September  last. 

I  believe  it  is  the  practice,  when  burden  cars  are  waiting  at  Lancas¬ 
ter,  and  other  places,  for  the  agents  to  send  word  to  the  despatcher  at 
Columbia. 

The  State  has  no  sideling  at  Dillerville,  but  the  company  has  two 
sidelings  there,  on  which  the  ascending  and  descending  trade  is  ac¬ 
commodated. 

Since  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  the  business  at  the  junction 
of  the  roads  has  been  well  managed.  The  State  road  has  improved 
since,  owing  to  the  climate  and  draining  of  the  water. 

The  ascending  trade  has  been  very  little  obstructed  from  Dillerville. 
I  have  no  claims  against  the  motive  power.  The  place  of  dining  for 
passengers  coming  up,  was  changed  from  Lancaster  to  Dillerville,  at 
the  instance  of  persons  interested  in  the  Pioneer  line.  I  consulted 
with  the  landlord  and  Mr.  Cameron,  who  acquiesced  in  it,  and  I  made 
the  arrangement. 

Questioned  by  Mr.  Cameron. 

Mr.  Cameron  has  the  company’s  note  for  the  amount  of  wood,  and 
we  have  his  receipt.  Mr.  C.  said  something  to  the  effect  that  he  eared 
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very  little  whether  the  company  paid  him  for  the  fence  or  not,  but  he 
wanted  a  decision.  The  Board  had  referred  the  matter  to  me.  I  did 
not  say,  at  that  time,  I  would  lay  it  before  the  board.  I  do  not  recol¬ 
lect  of  Mr.  Cameron  telling  me  I  had  trifled  with  him.  Mr.  C.  said 
he  had  come  there  on  business  of  his  own,  and  when  that  was  settled 
he  would  talk  with  me  of  the  business  of  his  office.  This  was  previ¬ 
ous  to  his  making;  the  threat.  Mr.  C.  did  not  mention  to  me  the  reso- 
lution  of  Canal  Commissioners,  giving  him  the  whole  power  and  regu¬ 
lation  of  the  engines  at  Dillerville.  A  resolution  of  the  Board  of 
Canal  Commissioners,  of  1837,  was  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Cameron,  some 
weeks  before,  I  think  in  December,  giving  the  authority  to  either  of 
the  Canal  Commissioners  or  Superintendent  of  Motive  Power  on  the 
Columbia  railway,  to  grant  permission  for  locomotives,  other  than 
those  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  be  run  over  that  railway,  and  authority 
to  the  superintendent  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to  prevent 
delays  of  passengers  at  the  junction  of  the  two  railways.  I  do  not 
recollect  of  ever  saying  to  any  one  that  I  put  the  dining  at  Dillerville 
for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  release  of  damages,  for  property  occupied 
by  the  sideling;  but  this  I  did  say:  I  thought  under  the  circumstances, 
he  (Gen.  Diller,)  ought  to  release  his  claim  for  damages,  as  it  would 
be  a  great  advantage  to  his  house;  and  he  accordingly  released  the 
claim.  This  was  done  after  the  arrangement  for  dining  was  entered 
into. 

Questioned  by  Mr.  Hinchmaiv. 

Mr.  Clark,  one  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  informed  me  in  the 
fall,  that  he  would  arrange  to  have  two  engines  kept  at  or  near  Dil¬ 
lerville,  and  two  at  Lancaster,  for  the  accommodation  of  our  burthen 
business.  I  have  seen  them  occasionally  on  the  Company’s  depot, 
sheltered  from  the  weather.  This  conversation  with  Mr.  Clark,  was 
about  the  time  of  closing  the  canal  in  the  fail*. 

A.  J.  PLEASONTON. 


G.  W.  Halenback,  sworn: 

I  have  delivered  the  State  for  trial,  four  boat  loads  of  bituminous 
coal,  from  Clinton  county.  The  amount  of  my  claim  is  about  $840. 
The  price  was  not  agreed  on  decidedly,  The  price  was  to  be  25  or 
27  cents.  We  commenced  delivering  in  September.  By  trial,  I  mean 
it  was  designed  as  an  experiment  by  the  managers  of  motive  power; 
The  experiment  succeeded. 

I  have  no  contract  with  the  State.  Have  been  endeavoring  to  make 
one  with  Mr.  Cameron,  for  the  supply  of  a  quantity  of  coal,  since  last- 
fall.  I  got  one  made,  but  it  was  rejected  by  the  Canal  Commissioners, 
to  whom  it  was  to  be  submitted,  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Cameron, 
and  so  expressed  therein.  The  coal  was  to  be  taken  out  in  masses  or; 
lumps,  and  furnished  at  25  cts.  per  bushel,  of  80  lbs. 

G.  W.  HALENBACK. 


I 


* 
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On  motion,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  examination  of  witnesses,  relative  to  the  con- 
duct  of  the  Superintendent  of  Motive  Power,  on  the  Columbia  and 
Philadelphia  railroad,  be  postponed  until  Wednesday  the  11th  inst., 
at  3^  o’clock,  P.  M.,  and  that  the  Committee  now  proceed  to  examine 
witnesses,  relative  to  the  Harrisburg,  Portsmouth,  Mountjoy,  and  Lan¬ 
caster  railroad. 


HALF-PAST  6  O’CLOCK,  P.  M. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commitee  adjourn  to  meet  again,  in  this  room, 
to  morrow  at  3^  o’clock,  P.  M. 


Wednesday,  March  11, 1840,  3^  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Committee  met  pursuant  to  resolution  of  March  3d;  present,  Messrs. 
Nill,  Hartshorne,  Jones,  Herr,  and  Hinchman. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  adjourn,  to  meet  again,  in  this  room, 
on  to-morrow  at  3£  o’clock,  P.  M. 


Thursday,  1  '2th  March,  3 \  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  present,  Messrs.  Nill, 
Hinchman,  Jones,  Helffenstein,  Hartshorne,  and  Plerr. 

Mr.  James  Camerdn,  Superintendent  of  Motive  Power  on  the  Co¬ 
lumbia  and  Philadelphia  railroad,  presented  a  statement,  pursuant  to 
resolution  of  this  Committee,  adopted  Feb’ry  18,  1840,  at  Columbia. 
[See  Appendix  G.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Helffenstein, 

Resolved,  That  the  testimony  in  relation  to  the  Columbia  and  Phi“ 
ladelphia  railroad,  be  now  closed. 


i 
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APPENDIX. 


(A.) 

Superintendent’s  Office, 

Lancaster,  January,  1840. 

To  Joseph  Snyder: 

Dear  Sir: — I  have  just  understood  that  the  cars  engaged  in  haul¬ 
ing  wood  from  Gaullagherville  to  the  inclined  plane,  for  the  use  of  the 
Commonwealth,  have  been  detained  by  you. 

These  cars  are  the  property  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  are  hauling 
wood  for  our  use,  as  all  other  cars  have  been  doing,  and,  of  course, 
no  toll  must  be  charged  on  them,  other  than  other  cars  that  have  been 
engaged  for  years  in  the  same  business. 

I  hope  to  be  down  to.see  you  in  a  few  days. 

Very  respectfully, 

(Copy,)  JAMES  CAMERON. 


(B.) 

* 

Lancaster, 

October  30,  1839. 

Dear  Sir: — Mr.  Samuel  Pennington  has  just  receipted  his  bill 
against  the  Commonwealth  for  three  hundred  twenty-eight  dollars, 
twenty-five  cents,  and  leaves  it  in  my  hands,  with  instructions  to  pay' 
the  amount  thereof  to  vou,  which  I  will  do  accordingly,  so  soon  as  the 
present  derangement  of  the  motive  power  funds  shall  be  remedied. 

Mr.  P.  mentions  to  me  that  you  have  detained  several  of  his  cars 
for  the  payment  of  toll  due  to  you;  for  release  of  which,  he  desires 
me  to  advise  yrou  of  his  leaving  his  bill  with  me,  and  also  to  promise 
you  that  it  shall  be  paid. 

Trusting  that  this  arrangement  may  be  satisfactory  to  both  of  y^ou, 
1  will  cheerfully  see  it  performed  as  speedily  as  possible^ 

Very  truly  and  respectfully, 

Yours,  &c. 

JACOB  BROOM.. 

Jos.  Snyder,  Esq., 

Collector,  Doioningtoivn . 
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(C.) 

TESTIMONY  OF  WM.  NOBLE. 

1  have  first  to  state,  that  the  locomotives  are  not  well  prepared  with 
spark  catchers.  There  were  three  fires  kindled  by  them  on  my  place 
yesterday,  and  one  the  day  before.  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  keep¬ 
ing  men  near  the  road,  to  prevent  my  property  from  damage.  I  con¬ 
sider  this  the  fault  of  those  having  the  management  of  the  motive 
power;  and  it  is  a  grievance  that  is  past  endurance — in  my  opinion 
would  come  under  “  Mr.  Ingersoll’s  case.”  The  laws  of  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  I  do  not  consider  a  remedy,  for  I  have  received  damage  to  the 
amount  of  some  hundreds  of  dollars,  done  by  locomotives,  and  have 
never  received  one  cent.  I  have  had,  to  be  sure,  an  award  by  the 
Appraisers  some  eighteen  months  past,  of  125  dollars  in  one  case,  but 
I  cannot  get  the  money,  and  I  cannot  find  that  the  late  board  have 
even  reported  my  case. 

I  further  observe,  that  there  has  been  something  wrong  in  both  the 
management  of  those  having  the  command  of  the  motive  power,  and 
the  supervisors.  The  only  snow  that  fell  this  winter,  to  materially 
impede  the  passage  on  the  road,  fell,  I  think,  on  the  night  of  the  21st 
and  day  of  22d  December.  There  was  no  turn  out  on  Monday  to 
clear  the  road,  nor  am  1  sure  that  they  were  out  on  Tuesday;  but  1 
am  certain  that  they  did  not  turn  out  on  Wednesday,  (which  was 
Christmas,)  which  delay  made  the  road  much  harder  to  clear.  The 
south  track  was  not  difficult  to  clear.  The  engines  could  easily  clear 
it;  but  the  north  tract  was  in  one  place,  near  my  foundry,  impasso- 
ble.  In  place  of  the  supervisors  having  it  shovelled  out,  there  were 
three  or  four  engines  sent  up  to  force  their  way  through  it,  which, 
according  to  Mr.  Boon’s  own  acknowledgment  to  me,  was  not  right, 
Engines  that  cost  the  State  twenty-six  to  thirty  thousand  dollars,  to 
be  broken  up,  when  eight  or  ten  good  farmer  boys  could  have 
shovelled  it  out  in  a  few  hours,  perhaps.  The  above  blunders,  I 
think  the  main  cause  of  the  delay  we  experienced  a  few  weeks 
past;  and  also,  one  other,  the  experimenting  with  stone  coal  which 
neither  the  location  of  the  road,  nor  the  model  or  make  of  the  engines 
warrant,  nor  yet  does  the  necessity  of  the  case  require,  except  in  the 
above  cases,  and  what  would  follow  necessarily  from  them,  i  think 
the  general  management  has  been  about  as  good  as  could  be  expected 
under  any  political  party  put  into  office  expressly  for  services  ren¬ 
dered,  and  to  be  hereafter  rendered. 

All  management  by  the  Commonwealth  of  her  works,  by  politics 
of  any  party,  I  consider  a  wicked  waste  of  the  property  of  the  State, 
and  will  eventually  leave  a  mortgage  that,  I  think,  fifty  generations 
will  not  liquidate. 

I  have  claims  against  the  State — one  for  stone  delivered  on  the  road 
a  year  ago,  and  another  for  wood.  I  sold  Mr.  Boon  a  lot  of  wood  for 
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the  use  of  the  road  last  summer.  It  has  not  all  been  taken  away  yet. 
It  is  from  150  to  180  dollars.  The  bill  of  stone  was  furnished  for  the 
supervisors.  I  think  under  the  former  administration — is  between 
seven  and  ten  dollars.  I  gave  the  bills  to  Mifflin  Elliott  last  summer. 
He  told  me  he  gave  them  to  Mr.  Collins.  I  don’t  know  any  thing 
about  Mr.  Boon’s  capacity  as  a  machinist.  He  has  been  in  and  about 
here  for  about  four  years,  and  I  think  him  a  very  correct  man.  [ 
know  nothing  against  him  as  a  man. 


WM.  NOBLE. 
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Amount  of  Wood  yet  due  to  Contractors . 


Names. 

Material. 

How  r 

nii  due 

*— 1 

Amount.. 

John  Carrigen, 

99* 

cord  to 

Oct. 

31. 

$  44 

77i 

plane. 

Jacob  Frantz, 

m 

ss 

ss 

21. 

-  60 

32* 

Joshua  Evans, 

67f 

ss 

ss 

31. 

270 

50 

David  Zug, 

ni 

ss 

Dec. 

13. 

45 

00 

John  Leaman, 

m 

ss 

sc 

12. 

67 

92 

William  Limvell, 

38-| 

ss 

ss 

12. 

130 

78 

Jacob  Hershe, 

8i 

ss 

ss 

12. 

27 

84 

John  Stacy, 

29* 

SS  i 

ss 

12. 

122 

71* 

iSches’nt..  ( 

Daniel  Alt, 

13f 

cord. 

Dec. 

12. 

45 

98 

William  Gray, 

28* 

ss 

ss 

10. 

127 

12* 

John  Sharpless, 

56| 

is 

ss 

11. 

225 

.50 

Jesse  Brooke, 

13* 

ts 

ss 

12. 

61 

87* 

Charles  Thompson, 

45* 

ss 

ss 

11. 

182 

00 

C.  Haldeman, 

48 

ss 

ss 

2. 

145 

50 

Entrichen, 

n 

ss 

Oct. 

31. 

30 

00  . 

Prissey  Cahill, 

14i 

ts 

ss 

31. 

57 

00 

Charles  Davis, 

10* 

sc 

ss 

31. 

42 

00 

John  Leaman, 

20* 

ts 

ss 

18. 

69 

18* 

Philip  Foster, 

16 

ts 

Sept. 

6. 

54 

00 

Daniel  Beshere, 

66* 

ss 

Oct. 

16, 

224 

23 

Jonathan  Morris, 

33* 

u 

u 

31. 

133 

00 

Ferree  Brinton, 

24f 

a 

ss 

11. 

82, 

25 

Daniel  Alt, 

35* 

ss 

31. 

121 

07 

William  Gray, 

20* 

tt 

ss 

31. 

93 

37 

Joseph  Harding, 

20* 

cc 

ss 

31. 

87 

12* 

Jesse  Rees,. 

12 

u 

ss 

24. 

54 

00 

Jesse  Wharton, 

33* 

(( 

S*  , 

24. 

133 

00 

John  Sharpless, 

45* 

u 

Sept. 

12. 

181 

00 

James  M‘Farland, 

152f 

St 

Aug. 

31. 

533 

31 

Levi  A.  Gheen, 

41 

ss 

July 

15. 

143 

50 

H.  R.  Musser, 

100 

ss 

Oct. 

12. 

300 

00, 

Isaac  Wayne, 

23 

ss 

ss 

31. 

92 

00 

William  Noble, 

38* 

sc 

ss 

31. 

105 

87  *.. 

Joseph  Hamish, 

13 

sc 

ss 

31. 

42 

25 

James  Morrow, 

William  R.  Downing, 

1  o* 

sc 

July 

31. 

36 

75 

21 

ss 

ss 

31. 

73 

50 

R.  R.  Colvin, 

70 

sc 

Feb.2C 

>,1840 

245 

00 

Henry  KaufFelt, 

100 

ss 

“  11 

ss, 

> 

340, 

00 
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Account  Continued. 


Names. 

Material. 

Howl’ngdue 

Amount. 

Levi  A.  Gheen, 

59  “ 

“  11,  “ 

206  50 

Robert  R.  Colvin, 

39^  “ 

Jan.  “ 

117  37  £ 

Adley  Brown, 

- 

15  21 

Robert  Green, 

11  70 

Joshua  Darlington, 

483  00 

Phoebe  Thomas, 

144  37£ 

H.  Hains, 

18  00 

Levi  Lewis, 

27  00 

P.  Cloud, 

36  32 

J.  Schofheld, 

85  93 

Henry  Kinzer, 

56  95 

Philip  Reitzell, 

22i  “ 

Dec. 

75  09 

William  Atkins, 

48 

Oct.  12. 

150  00 

Joseph  Steel, 

2l£  “ 

“  12. 

65  25 

Phiiip  Reitzell, 

147®  “ 

Nov.  11. 

497  81 

P.  Little, 

45f  “ 

Oct. 

142  68 

R.  Colvin, 

10 

u 

30  00 

R.  W.  Houston, 

99  “ 

u 

272  25 

S.  Pennington, 

101 

“ 

328  25 

P.  Little, 

22  “ 

a 

77  00 

Hadley  Baldwin, 

24  « 

“  24. 

84  00 

Jacob  Eshleman, 

32|  “ 

«  28. 

109  68 

Robert  Colvin, 

19  b  “ 

“  19. 

58  50 

James  Beale, 

14  “ 

“  15. 

49  00 

Joseph  Guthrie, 

18  “  * 

“  10. 

63  00 

J.  A.  Whitehill, 

172  “ 

“  15. 

541  81 

Isaac  Pierce, 

Ilf  “ 

“  2. 

40  68 

Jacob  Breckbill, 

23  “ 

“  2. 

59  06 

Jones  Brooke, 

30  “ 

“  2. 

127  50 

Alexander  Johnson, 

34  “ 

“  2. 

149  75 

George  Philips, 

49|  “ 

Sept.  30. 

155  85 

$9,115  98 

COAL. 

James  0‘Conner  &  Co. 

Coal, 

Average  due. 

$5,000  00 

William  Atkins  &  Co. 

Coal, 

October, 

1,700  00 

$6,700  00 

Amount  brought  down  for  wood,  &c.  9,115  98 


The  whole  amount  due  for  wood  and  coal  as  near  as  can 

be  ascertained,  $15,815  98 
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Amount  due  for  sawing  and  cording  wood . 


NAMES. 

Sawing  w’d. 

How  Png  due 

Amount. 

Emanuel  Hippie, 

Saw’g&c’dg 

Sept.  &  Oct. 

$26  00 

George  Stouce, 

39  c.  &  37  c. 

(« 

66  50 

James  Armstrong, 

58  c. 

ti 

50  75 

David  Parke, 

58-f  c. 

a 

51  29* 

Samuel  Breckenrige, 

37  c. 

it 

34  37 

Eli  M‘Cann, 

32  c. 

a 

28  56 

Lewis  R.  Humpton, 

Saw’g  &  c’dg 

a 

8  96 

William  Dunn, 

32 -|  c.  30 f  c. 

a 

56  59$ 

Thomas  Roach, 

27  c.  33  c. 

a 

53  81 

William  Rankin, 

c’dg  &  saw’g 

a 

31  62 

William  Sweeten, 

16$  c.  22  c. 

a 

38  75- 

Samuel  Mehaffey, 

cording. 

u 

24  50 

James  Lytle, 

40$  C.  19$  C. 

Nov.  &  Dec. 

52  49 

Emanuel  Gipple,- 

10  c.  9  c. 

u 

19  00 

Samuel  Mehaffy, 

27  c.  15$  c. 

a 

35  09 

George  Stouce, 

35$  c.  34  c. 

a- 

60  81 

James  Armstrong, 

38  c. 

u 

38  00 

David  Parke, 

26$  c.  25f  c. 

a 

52  50- 

Samuel  Breckenrige, 

15  c.  19  c. 

u 

34  00 

Eli  M‘Cann, 

I  He.  18$  c. 

a- 

*  29  50 

John  Hutchinson, 

47  c.  40  c. 

a 

76  12| r 

William  Dunn, 

33  $c.  22  a  & 

c’dg41f  c.  & 

a 

54  26 

Thomas  Roach, 

12  c. 

a 

44  66" 

William  Rankin, 

35$  c. 

Deer. 

35  50 

William  Sweeten, 

22  c. 

a 

22  00' 

The  whole  amount  due  for  sa^ 

iving  and  cording  wood, 

$1,025  65$ 

1  15 


Amount  due  far  Wood  Bills  very  recently  taken  up. 


Lemon  place, 
Kinzer’s  do. 

119  cords 

5 

u 

Parkesburg  do. 

25 

(( 

Downingtown, 

120 

a 

Steam  Boat, 

47 

u 

Oakland, 

14 

u 

Paoli, 

79 

u 

Eagle  Station, 

63 

u 

Morgan’s  Corner, 

98§ 

M 

Amount  due  for  wood, 
do.  do.  coal, 
do.  for  wood  recently, 
do.  for  sawing  and  cording, 


at  3 

37£ 

$394 

12 

3 

37J 

16 

87£ 

3 

124 

78 

m 

3 

50 

420 

00 

3 

50 

164 

50 

3 

50 

49 

00 

4 

00 

316 

00 

4 

00 

252 

00 

4 

25 

4]  9 

68 

$2,110 

30 

$9,115 

98 

- 

to 

6,700 

00 

- 

- 

2,110 

30 

- 

*• 

1,025 

65 

The  whole  amount  due  for  wood  and  coal,  with  their 
expence  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained  up  to  the 
present  time,  -  $18,951  93 

Deduct  coal  bill  paid  0‘Connell  &  Co,  -  •  5,000  00 

$13,951  83 


PARKESBURG  SHOP. 

statement  exhibitin'*  the  names ,  duties ,  and  amount  paid  each  of  the  men  employed  in  the  Motive  Power  Department , 
Statement  -  ^  1839;  and  aho  thc  amount  (lue  mch  montUy, 


116 


03  -c 


P 

O 


cd 

0 

\ 

o 

o 

"TS 


o 

40  O 

40  O 

o 

o 

o 

(0?  CO  CO  o 

i  -  CO 

40 

40 

lO 

C2D  05  00  O 

CO  40 

i> 

co 

40 

CO  C3i  i>  CO 

CO  co 

co 

pH 

39= 


C 

cd 

•-s 

a 

O 

Q 


o 

40 

O 

i> 

m 


w  o 
co  qo  o 

o  o  ^ 


O  CO 
40  ^ 

CO 

co  co 


o  nr  *.o 

OWN 

io  co  co 

CO  0* 


o 

o 

Q 

o 


o 

o 

i> 

t- 


LQiOOO 

NhWO 

GO  GO  r-  CO 
CO  CO  CO 


40  t" 
GNJ  GO 

O?  PH 

CO  CO 


o 

lO 

(O? 

CO 


HO 

•  i-H 

Cd 


hP 

o 

Cd 

<0 


<1 


O  ©  O  O'  O  >M  Cl  ©  pH  ©  OJ  O  35  ©  40  CD  © 
OOCOOGOOtOCOGOiOOiOOOMOlO 

OOhQOOTfWNtOWOOWOLOQOOO 
OWM-OCDOONWWOHbOO^^INH 
CO  pH  C*  d  rH  5h  CO  rH  40  "d4  pH  CO  CM  pH  CO 

€©= 


Cfi 

0 

•  r-H 

H— > 

03 

Q 


‘8 


o 

Cd 

>«H 

0) 

CQ 

cd 

b«*«4 


so  0 

'5 

•£  1:3 

P2  C 

3  cd 

Cd  kpH 

.•"■s!  ^  : 
a  « 

P  CO  H 

cd  cd  0 

•*=5  r  N 

r*H  ps£i  CJ 


^.p 

G  .p 
cd  s 

S  £ 

Si  js 

o 


o 

£ 


Cd 

CQ 


02  . 

bD' 

Sm 

Oh 

02 


0 

Oh  ^ 

, _ ,  H* 

CD 

S3 


02 

s 

< 

£ 


1 

1 

B 

B 

1 

0 

a 

1 

1 

1 

B 

0 

0 

c 

• 

a 

1 

B 

• 

> 

a 

• 

1 

B 

B 

1 

II 

f 

tr\ 

( 

1 

no 

B 

II 

1 

a 

• 

r-» 

.  a 

cd 

B 

• 

cd 

bO 

c 

C3 

o 

• 

£ 

r% 

r* 

ctf 

o 

1 

o 

H-* 

K 

cd 

no  Oh 

no 

cd 

r-pl  (-P 

#s  tj) 

CO 

ev 

3d 

rv 

Of 

0 

cd 

£ 

r— < 

•  p-H 

r\ 

C 

0  c 

pH  Jh 

*S 

C 

0 

0 

S3 

cd 

fH 

CQ 

0 

-C 

o 


m 

0 

s 

cd 

f~s 


O 

o 

m 

CO 

0 

£ 

cd 

Hi 


ts  • 

0  o 

^  Q 

• 


cd 


J=n>  cd 

5-»  • • 

C  ©i 

0  hT 


H—»  *£J 

<8  g?sc 


cd 


Sh 

cd 

PS 

o 


C  *H 
hO  ^ 

o  . 

*H>  »-S 


Sh 

CD 

3 

O 

O 

o 

cd 


0 

-+-> 

02 

o 

cd 

cd 

CO 


§  § 

o  -5 

-.22  ^ 
P  O 
0  c 
>  ^ 


cd 


Jh 

CD 
bC 

..s 

cd  ^  13 

cd  . 
CJ  O  ‘-=3  OT 

jd  Jd  ^  52 
o  o!>^ 

t— i  H->  ip>  O 


Joseph  Kinnard,  (  9  00 


148  43 


117 


QD 

t- 

QD 

•3* 

o 

CO 

CD 

QD  CO 

O 

00 

CD 

t- 

o 

r- ( 

-<*  o 

r* 

CO 

O* 

rf 

rr1 

w< 

© 

© 

CD 

© 

QD 

CO 

l>  © 

© 

© 

QD 

o 

ri< 

c-  co 

o 

o* 

o 

CO 

© 

© 

0? 

O  © 

CO 

CO 

co 

to 

co 

to  QD 

CO 

© 

r}< 

CO 

CO 

CO  ^ 

0? 

o* 

© 

© 

© 

-H  © 

CD 

CO 

CD 

© 

© 

to 

0* 

©  © 

o 

© 

© 

© 

© 

QD 

to 

©  © 

CO 

CO 

0* 

© 

©  r}< 

HiONNWOOOOOMN(NO}H(NhiOCO(NO^OOiOf»C 

OOWffiCCOO^OiOWr-KOHNTOQDW^OOffi^OhQOO 

W^OOiOOiCHODCOC!iOX)Wi>OW^ON®H©C5htO® 
iC®OCDCC^ODLOh©<NO}OOT)<©iONON  ^  O  CO  MO  h 
O*  r— I  (0*0*  t— I  r-1  W  H  03  CO  N  H  ^ 


PARKESBURG  SHOP — Continued. 


118 


• 

..  %  r4 

w 

O 

rH  lO 

O  05 

CDOiD 

*-c 
S  cj 

GO 

rH 

lO 

CO  w 

CO  05 

W  ID  t- 

5  ^ 

O  Q 

b> 

CD 

CD 

ID  »D 

GO  GO 

i-i  o  t* 

g 

GO 

H* 

GO 

05  Tf 

05  ^  lO 

<3  3 

HO 

• 

j=> 

a> 

<D 

3 

Q 


Due  Jan’y 
1840. 

00 

ID 

m 

l 

10  87 

37  50 

48  56 
5  25 

47  68 

23  62 

46  34 

40  50 

• 

© 

ID 

o 

ID 

w  *> 

w 

o 

o 

W 

o 

i> 

CD  CO 

05 

Q 

w 

iD 

05 

CD 

rH  ID 

to 

o 

** 

CO 

CO- 

CO 

ID  W 

Tt< 

3 

Q 

> 

o 

£ 


o 

3 

Q 


OMOrfhMMOOhOOOS^CCMNiOiOiOWOaiO 

OQOffir}<GOQDHCDWiOO^aD<t)aDiOWO}0)05©HO 

onco®OJh0^oo5ao50QOtno)NMooocoi' 

O^iOOhOHWtDtOOWQOHCOt-OHCOOfflHi' 
lO  W  CO  CO  CO  W  COW  rH  W 


•  ••••••••  I  I 


•  rH 

3 

0-»C 

~  § 

s  ® 


•  • 


► 


45  501  12  25 


00  TO 


119 


o 

0? 

tO 

tO 

of 

tO 

©  © 

tO 

© 

X 

CO  © 

© 

© 

© 

Of  X 

r- 

© 

X 

© 

o 

x 

rH 

(0? 

of 

rH 

tO 

© 

of 

rH 

X 

rH  © 

CO 

© 

CO 

I— I  -tO 

©  to 

© 

© 

CO 

r** 

01 

05 

ao 

ao 

Tt* 

ao 

Of 

© 

rH 

0$  X 

© 

Tf 

to 

Tft  © 

to  -JO 

rH 

© 

of 

of 

CD 

c* 

rH 

of 

0* 

of 

CO 

© 

X 

© 

©  © 

© 

rH 

^  X 

rH 

CO 

X 

©r 

tO 

©.  >-l 

to 

rH 

0?  1-1 

rH 

CO 

Of 

ao 

o 

X 

o* 

csj  © 

0*  X 

r- 

© 

X 

© 

rH 

X 

Of  © 

©  to 

co 

© 

CO 

© 

©  to  co 

to  co 

rH 

© 

of 

Of 

X 

rH 

^  X 

rH 

CO 

X 

rH 

of 

© 

Of 

rH 

o 

iO 

tO 

Of 

to 

© 

© 

© 

© 

rf 

of  co 

© 

o 

X 

of 

of 

rH 

i> 

tO 

© 

of 

X 

Tft  © 

CO 

rH 

© 

r* 

ao 

CO 

X 

X 

©  *io 

© 

co 

r* 

lO 

rH 

of 

Of 

Of 

CO 

X 

tO 

rH 

©  © 

© 

0* 

t"  i-H 

© 

© 

of 

© 

© 

© 

rH 

t- 

© 

© 

rH 

© 

tO 

© 

co 

X 

•-H 

© 

X 

rf 

to 

Of 

««* 

T}< 

co 

CO 

Of 

Of 

© 

rH 

© 

X 

rH 

rH 

rH 

% 

© 

Of 

rH 

Of 

© 

Tt< 

© 

Of 

to 

© 

© 

© 

CO 

i— i  -»o 

© 

X 

rH 

© 

to 

^  © 

CO 

CO 

rH 

X 

© 

rH 

xcf* 

CO  ^  iO 


o  o 
o  o 

1-H  Of 
05  05 


o 

CO 

iO 

rti 

CO 

** 

CO 


S2  . 
CIS  O 

SQ 

«r 

g 

cC 

£ 


u  ® 

T*  • 

«  c 

CU-  — 

O  -C 

g  g 
£  eC 


o  o 

-o  'O 


o  c  o  o 

-O  rO  Ti 


w 

'  u> 
T3 
G 


» 


s-. 

O 

> 


bC  50 


~-0 


r\ 

_  m  tS'^O 

|4>Sci  I 

.5  ^  *© 

G  at 

■-  C.3  13  3 


S  to 


O 

o- 

Oh 

O 


o 

n  £ 
O 


G 

a 

i-  c 

w 


Ci 

G 


G 


G 

•8 

at 

G 


J20O  OQQQO; J  b  O 


o  .2  .S  ^  ro 

-  CQ  !>  b 


G 

-8 

«JN 

aj  at 

r>  o  G 
*G  0,-0 
O  O  3 

-b  csr: 


COLUMBIA  SHOP, 


120 


o 

3 

T3 


.3 
O 
c S 
0 


o 

o 

00 

l- 


o  o 
o  o 

tO  o 
I-H  CO 


o 

o 

CO 

of 

w 

€& 


0 

fa 

0 

3 

Q 


O  tO 
o  o? 


to 


CO 


Due  Jan. 

33  75 

!  • 

<•  1 

o 

o 

0 

o 

to 

Q 

05 

Of 

0 

3 

Q 

CO 

CO 

• 

o 

o 

o 

o 

tO 

£ 

05 

C* 

0 

CO 

CO 

3 

Q 


TO 

•  — H 

3  . 

CLj=! 

^  3 
£  ® 
<*! 


o 

© 

to 

o 

o 

o 

to 

to 

to 

o 

o 

to 

o 

to 

to 

o 

Of 

1> 

Of 

to 

CO 

00 

05 

CO 

of 

05 

05 

CO 

05 

o 

m 

00 

CO 

i> 

rH 

to 

o 

CO 

00 

05 

Of 

C\f 

rH 

rH 

Of 

Of 

oo 

M 

0 

3 

Q 


a  S 

E  j? 

£  O 
O  £ 

fa  fa 


02 

fa 

§ 

<1 


75 

0)  •» 

•as. 

3  eg 

W«2  o‘ 
W)  <d  fa 

5~t  *22 
O  3 
0  3 

Ofa 


3 

-  £ 
3  2 

£  fa 

e.3 

3 


OQ 

0 

TJ 

3 

-3 

o 


3 

c  ° 

£  o 

■fa  • 


P* 

0) 

hfl  , 

'  3 
o 

&a. 

Ha 

3 

•C 

O 

t—s 


i— < 
-*-* 
Ph 

3 

fa 

CO 

0 

£ 

3 


SCHUYLKILL  SHOP. 


121 


0} 

5 

•  O 
~  a 
G  o 


-Q 

<D 

<D 

3 

Q 


g 

3 

o 

3 

c 


o 

o 

Q 

a? 

3 

Q 


> 

o 

£ 

3 

Q 


%  • 
1  <■« 

^  « 
r'  Co 

G  O 


75 

_o 

3 

Q 


«  o  o  o 

CO  ^  h  O  O 


C  CD  G  W 
?*H  CO  05 

I— t  i-H 


o 

o 


(0? 


o 

o 

GD 

c c 

i> 


CO  vj  ^ 

V*  ^ 

T3 

— 

co 


o 

e* 

fcH 

G 

fVI 

w  a 

■T®  G 

o  Si  o 

3  bu  ?r 

a  g  cj 

ISO 


U1 

H 

S 

<< 

£ 


tsD 

G 


75 


3  ,r  b.S 


“8 


o  ^ 

^  J 
.|c02 
£  3 

^  Jc 

£  o 

M  *-a 


3 

Hjh 

t-i-l 

2 

*3 

G 

3 


f  ? 


O 
3 

£ 

_  a 

02 


75 

JD 

3 
^  J2 

o  e 
75  -3 
O  O 

l— 5  •— a 


COLUMBIA  PLANE. 


100 

JL  /W 


o 

o 

O 

U5  lO  O 

»o  to 

lO 

to 

3 

• 

tO 

o 

c\j  »o 

O  OJ 

OJ 

OJ 

• 

43 

O 

G 

OJ 

OJ 

pH  r-l 

pH  pH 

rH 

rH 

r* 

o 

Tf 

30  00 

lO  lO 

to 

>o 

2 

h3 

a> 

CO 

€£ 

OJ 

PH  rH 

pH  pH 

rH 

pH 

V, 

G 


03 

3 

P 


*o 

O) 

fa 

03 

3 

P 


o 

o 

to  © 

O  lO  iO  lO 

lO 

o 

OJ  30 

OJ  OJ  OJ  0J 

OJ 

ao 

CO  CO 

CD  CO  CD  CO 

1> 

1C 

CO  Tf 

CO  CO  CO  CO 

• 

o 

o 

to 

o 

to 

to 

to 

to 

Ch 

a 

to 

o 

to 

t- 

t-  t- 

i> 

•—a 

OJ 

00 

CD 

00 

00 

00 

00 

t- 

CD 

CO 

rt* 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

3 

P 

• 

o 

o 

to 

O 

to 

to 

to 

to 

8 

to 

o 

i>  to 

i> 

1> 

t- 

1> 

P 

i- 

OJ 

00 

CD 

00 

00 

00 

00 

o 

3 

b- 

CD 

CO 

Tt< 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

P 

9 

• 

o 

O 

o 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

> 

o 

o 

o 

to 

o 

to 

to 

to 

to 

£ 

to 

o 

t- 

to 

r- 

1- 

O 

3 

t- 

CD 

CO 

H* 

co 

co 

CO 

CO 

P 

T3 

O 

© 

o 

© 

O 

O 

tO 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

© 

o 

to  tO 

to 

to  o 

o 

o 

to 

G 

lO 

o 

to 

o 

o  o 

OJ 

o 

o 

O  to  o  o 

to 

o 

1- 

h- 

f-  o 

o  o 

OJ 

P-43 

t- 

to 

OJ 

o 

00 

O 

CD 

o 

co  o 

o 

o 

OJ 

CO 

00 

00 

00  to 

CD 

t- 

CO 

to 

rH 

OD 

OJ 

CD 

CO 

00 

00 

03 

CO 

03 

03 

to 

OJ 

OJ 

OJ 

OJ  PH  to 

l- 

03 

2 

03 

rH 

m 

CD 

CO 

rH 

rH 

OJ 

rH 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

OJ 

rs 

0J 

03 

• 

'be 

G 

w  3 

man, 

Xfi 

03 

u 

*G 

a 

Q 

V 

03 

bC  « 

r' 

•t-J 

U1 

V#  s* 

rs 

G 

V#  ^ 

Gh 
•>  cd 

Vi  Vi 

G 

G 

G 

■*  Vi 

bo 

g 

-  2  - 
03 

Vi 

£>  bo 
bo  03 

.SPT3 

a 

fa 

fa 

a  H 

a 

ai 

a 

- 

~  O 
*♦-» 

ctf 

& 


Vl 

03 

£ 

o 

CU 

o 

PI 

Vl 

a 


CO 

fa 

9 

h 

£ 


3 

G 


r.  03 


CD 

cn 

03 

G 

o 

a 


o 

« 


Vi 

*G 

G^ 

h  i 

£»rG 

«*  G  V 

J£  CP  rQ 

£an 


bD 

G 

•  pH 

G 

£ 

O 

P 

X> 

o 

o 

G 

*~5 


rG 

03 

w 

a 


a 


G 

3 

fa 

G 

v 

G 


G 

Vi 

O 

a 

'o 

'2 

G 

p£3 


G 


t» 

4*5 

G 

03 

►-a 

G 

O 

t“S 


r<tf 

o 

OJ 

-t-> 

U1 

xn 

03 

2 

g 


ph 

03 

G 


03 

_ fG 

£  b'_£  'o 
ClCO  ^ 


_  pH  _  *H 

^.2 

n  ill  '"O  m  J)  ^ 

•  pH 

fa 


G 

■C 

O 
*— a 


§: 

«  8)c 

|| 


•  •  PH 

aa 


o  ~ 

k  & 

P»  <D 

•  2 
fa  § 

Ss 

CO 


3 

G 

o 


G 

3 

*G 

03 

o 

►—a 


a? 

c  S  * 

a)G3 
bO  bfl-G 

"|^o 

~ '  G  «, 

o 

i— <  G 

<0  O 
'G  w 
G 


Gu 
G- 

Wjg 

§1 
C  O 
•  -*  G 

m  A 


_j  »p»« 

qS? 


# 


187 


123 


0* 

o  o 

©  CO 

© 

05 

o  © 

©  rl 

© 

rH 

1>  —1 

©  00 

© 

CO 

CO 

i—  © 

co  co 
o? 

o 

OJ 

o 

o 


05 

CO 


00 

00 


o  o 
o  o 


CO 


^  05 


©  o 
o  o 


o* 


l"  iH 

C*  CO 


© 

© 

© 

rH 

© 

© 

© 

© 

rH 

rr 

o? 

CO 

rH 

Tl< 


'O 

03 

a 

o 

-a 

a 

as 

X 

cS 

33 

C3 

> 


CO 

rf 

0} 


o  o  o  o 
o  o  o  o 

03  00  CO 
T*  05  CO 
05 


u 

<a 

is 

o 

Cm 

O  M 

03 

Jh 

o 


§  3 
u 

"Si 

O  3 


G3 

X 


CO 

a 


J8  £ 

-J  3 
—  3 
X  £ 

a 

3  c£ 
§5 

E  §■ 

-  C3 

•£  3 


^  I 

CO 

a 


o 

o 

<3 

a 

o 

03 


«  ^03 

W)  ~  >*  j? 
tiljv,  ©  O 

o  *-■ 


CQ 

33 

•s 

a 

ei 

u 


03 


33 


K  £ 

.2  S 

a  as 
as  *3 


o 

3 

r+ 

a 

cS 


3  g 

»  2 
a  c: 

o  _ 

33  X 
5-  *2? 
03  X 
a*  c/3 

>,  a 

—I 

*-!  33 

^3  33 

a  o 

3  H 

33  ^ 

o  S 

Q  > 


124 


SCHUYLKILL  PLANE. 


Names. 

Duties. 

Amount  paid  each. 

Solon  Fleming, 

manager, 

$87  50 

William  Rice,  Jun., 

tt 

495  00 

Charles  Nauman, 

a 

152  50 

Eli  C.  Williams, 

eng.  stat. 

398  00 

Joseph  M‘Gee, 

a  tt 

122  00 

W.  W.  Goodale, 

tt  tt 

184  00 

Henry  Shearer, 

fireman, 

238  75 

George  Crispin, 

tt 

37  50 

Joseph  M‘Gee, 

tt 

37  50 

James  Griffith, 

tt 

121  25 

Harrison  Rigger, 

a 

30  00 

Frederick  Leak, 

tt 

501  00 

Jesse  B.  Dole, 

attacher, 

111  25 

William  Childs, 

a 

348  75 

Frederick  Miley, 

n 

111  25 

Joseph  M‘Gee, 

tt 

226  25 

Charles  Wartman, 

a 

241  25 

Samuel  Weisman, 

it 

306  25 

Levi  Lukens,  Jun., 

tt 

293  75 

Andrew  Brumaker, 

a 

115  00 

Thomas  H.  Patterson, 

tt 

43  75 

William  Thomas, 

telegraph, 

417  50 

Charles  Wartman, 

do. 

77  50 

George  Lambert, 

watchman, 

61  60 

Timothy  Crowley, 

tt 

28  00 

Paul  Phy, 

tt 

61  00 

Christian  S.  Snyder, 

tt 

215  00 

William  Conover, 

horse-power, 

635  00 

John  Green, 

tt 

809  00 

Grear  &  Ovenshine, 

tt 

54  00 

S.  Ovenshine, 

tt 

1,273  00 

Andrew  Lourey, 

a 

768  00 

Andrew  Mehaffey,  super 

intendent  motive  power , 

132  00 

James  Cameron, 

do. 

1,092  00 

Thomas  Dickey, 

clerk  sup.  office, 

198  00 

Jacob  Brown, 

tt  tt 

466  00 

Andrew  Lowry, 

man.  sch. 

342  50 

William  Rice,  Jun., 

tt  tt 

152  50 

Fabius  Fleming, 

tt  tt 

87  50 

Charles  Nauman, 

tt  tt 

142  50 

John  Rogan, 

watchman, 

237  00 

Abraham  Yousling, 

state  ag’t.  pass. 

142  00 

Hugh  L.  Pedan, 

tt  tt 

146  00 

John  A.  Kauffelt, 

tt  tt 

122  00 

Fabius  Fleming, 

tt  tt 

122  00 
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A  F.  Cox, 

State  ag’t. 

pass. 

44 

00 

William  A.  Hambright, 

u 

44 

526 

00 

John  VV.  Houston, 

44 

44 

394 

00 

Simon  Allen, 

<( 

44 

26 

00 

John  C.  Maxwell, 

u 

(4 

468 

00 

Thomas  B.  Odell, 

44 

44 

24 

00 

Sum.  S.  Barton, 

a 

u 

450 

00 

John  Matheit, 

u 

44 

476 

00 

Peter  Smith, 

44 

44 

12 

00 

isacha  Pugh, 

44 

44 

444 

00 

William  B.  Emerick, 

car-inspector, 

122 

00 

Frederick  Bern, 

u 

44 

158 

00 

William  W.  Warner, 

a 

44 

522 

00 

John  Hinkle, 

u 

• 

44 

24 

00 

Grebill  Diller, 

u 

44 

512 

00 

George  Merich, 

u 

c; 

240 

00 

John  Grear,  sup.  of  wood  and  w 

ater  station. 

76 

50 

i 

$7,900 

50 
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\ 

BURDEN  CAR  AGENTS, 


Thomas  B.  Odell, 

state  agent, 

$91  50 

John  Lockard, 

u 

it 

91  50 

John  Cassel, 

tt 

tt 

133  50 

William  Evans* 

a 

it 

105  00 

Henry  Charles, 

tt 

it 

133  50 

John  K.  Fidler, 

a 

it 

\ 

73  50 

Pennington  Stoner, 

a 

ii 

85  50 

Sample  Slaymaker, 

tt 

tt 

190  50 

Nicholas  Springer, 

u 

tt 

289  50 

Henry  Bremner, 

a 

it 

313  50 

James  M'Glaughlin, 

a 

tt 

223  50 

Joseph  B.  Sholfield* 

tt 

tt 

136  50 

William  Patton, 

tt 

« 

91  50 

H.  P.  Heintzleman, 

a 

tt 

91  50 

David  PL  How, 

a 

tt 

240  00 

William  Mehaffey, 

a 

ii 

87  00 

Peter  Smith, 

u 

tt 

373  50 

John  Enney, 

a 

tt 

387  00 

John  PL  Brell, 

(C 

t( 

363  00 

Adam  Miller, 

(6 

tt 

79  50 

John  Lescure, 

u 

i< 

345  00 

J.  J.  Monaghan, 

a 

ti 

325  50 

Lorenzo  Taggart, 

a 

tt 

52  50 

James  Sailor, 

a 

it 

321  00 

George  W.  Etter, 

a 

ct 

43  50 

Douglas  Jones* 

u 

tt 

259  50 

Charles  Rix, 

a 

tt 

32  50 

Jonas  Eby, 

u 

ti 

142  50 

William  Blackburn, 

n 

tt 

295  50 

William  C.  Fitchorne, 

u 

tt 

117  00 

Mark  Snyder, 

a 

tt 

91  50 

John  Buchanan, 

tt 

tt 

57  00 

George  Klinefelter, 

conductor  state  cars? 

204  00 

D.  C.  Barnitz, 

tt 

tt 

181  50 

Jacob  S.  Sharpe, 

«« 

t< 

77  50 

$  6,126  50 

* 
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U 

u 

a 


a 


u 


u 


u 


u 


Amount  of  money  due  at  Columbia  plane, 

“  Columbia  shop, 

“  Firemen  of  Locomotives, 

“  Engineers  do. 

“  Woodmen  do. 

“  Watermen  do. 

Supposed  amount  due  Firemen  and  Engineers  in  the 
month  of  January, 

Supposed  amount  due  Engineers,  Firemen  and  shop 
hands  for  February, 

Due  for  miscellaneous  bills  and  workmen, 
machinists,  &c. 


u 


u 


u 


u  wood,  coal,  &c. 


Deduct  for  bills  paid  the  vouchers  presented  at  the 
Auditor  General’s  Office, 

The  whole  amount  due  on  the  road, 


$2,559  60 
223  00 
1,349  83 
1,876  50 
535  49 
341  00 

1,900  00 

3,850  00 
8,182  40 
926  26 
870  56 
13,951  93 

$36,566  57 

10,000  00 

$26,566  57 


140 


i 


The  amount  of  moneys  received  by  James  Cameron ,  each  month , 


during 

the  time  he  has  been  in  office. 

1839. 

April 

16. 

To 

cash  received  from  Commonwealth, 

$12,000 

00 

May 

2. 

To 

do. 

do. 

8,000 

00 

u 

15. 

To 

do. 

do. 

8,000 

00 

u 

22. 

To 

do. 

do. 

2,500 

00 

;  c 

30. 

To 

do. 

do. 

5,000 

00 

June 

3. 

To 

do. 

do. 

8,547 

57 

July 

15. 

To 

do. 

do. 

9,000 

00 

u 

3. 

To 

do. 

do. 

5,000 

00 

u 

16. 

To 

do. 

do. 

2,000 

00 

August 

16. 

To 

do. 

do. 

16,000 

00 

u 

26. 

To 

do. 

do. 

1,333 

28 

Sept’r. 

11. 

To 

do.  , 

do. 

10,000 

00 

u 

17. 

To 

do. 

do. 

1,700 

00 

Octob’r 

1. 

To 

do. 

do. 

5,000 

00 

a 

14. 

To 

do. 

-  do. 

5,000 

00 

Nov’r. 

4. 

To 

do. 

do. 

5,000 

00 

u 

7. 

To 

do. 

do. 

5,000 

00 

u 

20. 

To 

do. 

do. 

5,000 

00 

Dec’r. 

12. 

To 

do. 

do. 

10,000 

00 

u 

20. 

To 

do. 

do. 

8,000 

00 

$132,080 

85, 

The  whole 

amount  disbursed  for  each  month ,  and  which  has  been 
settled  by  the  Auditor  General . 

1839. 

April 

By 

disbursements  to  amount  of 

$  6,032  02 

May 

By 

do. 

do. 

12,683  33 

“  30. 

By 

do. 

do. 

12,716  67 

July  “ 

By 

do. 

do. 

13,960  12 

August 

By 

do. 

do. 

14,654  49 

Sept’r.  “ 

By 

do. 

do. 

16,463  88 

“  28. 

By 

do. 

do. 

12,555  43 

Nov’r.  5. 

By 

do. 

do. 

12,379  67 

Dec’r.  11. 

BV 

do. 

do. 

11,906  82 

“  17. 

By 

do. 

do. 

2,247  12 

“  20. 

By 

do. 

do. 

11,472  08 

1840. 

Jan’y.  30. 

By 

do. 

do. 

14,273  81 

$141,345  44 

